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Brig. Gen. Rich McPhee, left, and Col. John Norwood
talk Tuesday while their troops from the 48th Infantry

Brigade, Georgia Army National Guard, receive new
combat uniforms at Fort Stewart, Ga. McPhee is

dressed in the old-style uniform while Norwood is
dressed in the new uniform. The pattern for the new

camouflage coat and trousers is a mix of light green, tan
and gray and is designed to allow soldiers to blend into

urban, desert and forest environments.
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Commemorate
Black history

In a Feb. 9 story about a federal court ruling, The Associated
Press erroneously reported that a judge dismissed a lawsuit chal-
lenging the Army’s right to force soldiers to serve past the dates of
their enlistments. Instead, the judge rejected Spc. David Qualls’ re-
quest for a preliminary injunction that would have removed him
from active duty. He and seven other soldiers had filed suit chal-
lenging their active-duty extensions. That remains before the court.

Scene on Sunday

World

French work week: French law-
makers voted Wednesday to let work-

ers stay on the job as many as 13 hours
longer each week, a preliminary move

that critics say will dismantle the na-
tion’s legally mandated 35-hour work week.

In a first reading, the lower house of par-
liament voted 370-180 to approve a proposal
allowing private sector employees to work
up to 48 hours each week — the European
Union limit.

The measure now goes to the Senate for
debate next month.

Madrid train bombings: A judge sent two
more Moroccans to jail Wednesday on provi-
sional charges of collaborating with a terror-
ist group in connection with the deadly
Madrid train bombings last year, a court of-
ficial said.

Rachid Mohamed Kaddur and Rachid
Bendouda had been questioned first by Na-
tional Court Judge Juan Del Olmo on Mon-
day evening, but the judge had extended
their detention order another 48 hours until
police gathered more information about
them.

Mohamed Kaddur, a 35-year-old Span-
iard, was arrested Thursday night in Melil-
la, one of two Spanish enclaves on the coast
of Morocco. Bendouda was arrested
Wednesday in the Madrid neighborhood of
Lavapies. Both are believed to have met
with key bombing suspect Abdennabi Koun-
jaa the day before the attacks.

British sub in Gibraltar: A British nuclear
submarine which angered Spain when it
docked at Gibraltar for repairs left the dis-
puted colony Wednesday as promised, a
British military official based in Gibraltar
said.

The HMS Sceptre arrived in Gibraltar
last Thursday for repairs to what Britain
called a faulty diesel generator.

Spain lodged a diplomatic protest with
Britain, urging it not to send any more nucle-
ar subs to Gibraltar.

Military

Air Force Academy alcohol abuse: Alco-
hol offenses at the Air Force Academy
jumped 57 percent last semester, largely be-
cause of an incident in which 15 underage
cadets were drinking at a retreat, a newspa-
per reported Tuesday.

The Gazette of Colorado Springs, citing
academy officials, said there were 74 alco-
hol offenses between June and December,
compared with 47 in the same period in
2003.

Alcohol is a crucial issue at the school
near Colorado Springs: Forty percent of sex-
ual assaults in which two cadets were in-
volved in the past 10 years also involved

drinking, according to a 2003 Air Force in-
vestigation.

U.S. nuclear weapons in Europe: A pri-
vate arms control group says the United
States still deploys 480 nuclear weapons in
Europe, more than twice what military ana-
lysts previously estimated. It said there was
no justification for such stockpiles since the
Soviet threat no longer exits.

The report by the Natural Resources De-
fense Council said the weapons are stored at
eight bases in six countries — Germany,
Britain, Italy, Belgium, Turkey and the Neth-
erlands.

States

Jammed N.H. telephone lines: The
former head of a Republican consulting
group was sentenced Tuesday to five
months in jail for jamming Democratic tele-
phone lines in several New Hampshire cit-
ies during the 2002 election.

Allen Raymond, 37, who was president of
the Alexandria, Va.-based GOP Market-
place LLC at the time, did not comment as
he left the U.S. District Court sentencing.
He also was fined $15,600. He had pleaded
guilty in June.

Court papers say Raymond and co-con-
spirators plotted to jam Democratic lines
that voters could call for rides to the polls in
Manchester, Nashua, Rochester and Clare-

mont.

Presidential public financing: Two elec-
tion officials on Wednesday renewed a pro-
posal to overhaul the Watergate-era presi-
dential public financing system, this time
suggesting that candidates who take taxpay-
er money for the primaries get to spend at
the record levels President Bush and rival
John Kerry did during last year’s race.

The first step for Congress is deciding
whether the system should be maintained
or abolished, Federal Election Commission
Chairman Scott Thomas and Vice Chairman
Michael Toner wrote in a letter to congres-
sional leaders. If it keeps public financing
for the presidential race, the program
should be substantially changed to make it
more attractive to candidates, they said.

War on terrorism

Terror group leader’s death: The alleged
ringleader of a terror group accused of plot-
ting to attack Americans and Kuwaiti securi-
ty forces has died of heart failure while in
prison, an Interior Ministry official said
Wednesday.

Amer Khlaif al-Enezi, believed to be in
his 30s, had trouble breathing while in pris-
on and was moved the Kuwait’s Armed Forc-
es Hospital, where he died late Tuesday, ac-
cording to the official and the state-owned
Kuwait News Agency.

Photo and stories from wire services

Coming Saturday

A headline with Wednesday’s story about a transfer of authority
in Iraq should have said that the 1st Infantry Division’s 4th Avia-
tion Brigade has turned over its aircraft support mission to the
42nd Infantry Division.
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Tsunami relief: An Acehnese girl looks on Wednesday as residents search for used clothes

donated by an aid agency on a beach in the tsunami-ravaged town of Calang, Aceh province.

Indonesia said 640 more bodies had been pulled from the rubble in the province hit by the

Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunami, raising the country’s confirmed death toll to 116,396.
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BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — In a sign
that the 41st Transportation Com-
pany (Palletized Load System) is
fast approaching its second year-
long deployment downrange, mem-
bers of the unit sent the company’s
signature vehicles on the first leg
of their journey to Iraq on Wednes-
day at the Vilseck military rail-
head.

Though the approximately 140
soldiers of the 41st won’t leave Ger-
many for several more weeks, the
unit needed to get its 10-wheeled
cargo trucks on the way so it can
pick them up in Kuwait in March.

Once in the region, the unit will
spend another year shuttling sup-
plies around Iraq in a mission
troops said they are more pre-
pared to execute safely the second
time around.

“We had to improve our driving
technique” after the first time out,
said Sgt. J.P. Cardona, a PLS driv-
er.

The convoy drivers were forced
to come up with methods on the fly
to avoid hazards posed by Iraqi in-
surgents in the last deployment,
learning on the job how to maneu-
ver a successful convoy, he said.

“This time around, we’ve got a
hard play book,” Cardona said.

Before returning from its first
deployment a year ago in March
2004, the 41st drove nearly a mil-
lion miles to bases all around Iraq,
hauling everything from live am-
munition to soccer balls for Iraqi
children, said the company’s rear
detachment commander, 1st Sgt.
Stacy Pennington.

While on the road, the convoys
were attacked a number of times
with makeshift bombs — which
the military calls improvised explo-
sive devices, Cardona said.

The unit did not suffer any battle
injuries or deaths on the initial de-
ployment.

“We had to change out a couple
of tires,” he said, adding, “That’s
close enough for me.”

This time out, the soldiers are
much better versed in identifying
potential IEDs, said Lt. Col. Bruce
Ferri from the 18th Corps Support
Battalion, a parent unit of the 41st.

Since coming back, the unit has
also “focused a lot of our training
toward convoy survivability, sol-
dier survivability,” and the situa-
tion on the ground in Iraq is much
more “steady-state” than in the
last deployment. That allows the

41st to make shorter cargo runs on
an improved hub-and-spoke sup-
ply system, he said.

In 2003 and early 2004, the 41st
was driving up to 700 miles at a
stretch to deliver supplies in their
PLS trucks, he said. The slow,
bulky vehicles can lift containers
onto their own beds without the aid
of a forklift or crane, and can also
transport pallets of supplies.

The cabs of the trucks do have
armor, said a spokesman for 3rd
Corps Support Command, the logis-
tics support unit for the 41st, but
they will be re-evaluated when
they reach Kuwait to see if it meets
new Army standards before they
are sent into Iraq.

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Pentagon Channel on DISH Network

EchoStar Communications Corporation and its DISH
Network satellite television service are now offering the
Pentagon Channel, the Defense Department’s news and in-
formation network for and about the military.

The Pentagon Channel, launched in 2004, will be provid-
ed to customers at no additional cost, but a second satellite
dish may be required.

DISH Network customers will see Department of De-
fense news with hourly updates, broadcasts of each ser-
vice’s flagship television news magazine programs and De-
partment of Defense news briefings from the Pentagon
and around the world.

In addition to programming for the 1.4 million ac-
tive-duty servicemembers, the Pentagon Channel will pro-
vide the 1.2 million Guardsmen and reservists and 650,000
civilian DOD employees more timely access to military in-
formation and news.

The DISH network is accessible from anywhere in the
United States.

Outages during AFN upgrades

American Forces Network viewers will see a “momen-
tary loss of service” as AFN upgrades its encoder hard-
ware and software at the AFN Broadcast Center during
the week of Feb. 21, the network announced Tuesday.

The outages will last for “a couple of seconds,” said
Jerry Shorter, chief of broadcast engineering at the center.
Shorter also said that they will try to take advantage of the
time differences with the audience and schedule any work
when “it’ll have the least impact, with the fewest people
watching.”

Scientific-Atlanta will first upgrade the PowerVu encod-
er hardware that serves the Pacific region. A day or two
later, it will upgrade the system that services the Atlantic
region.

Audiences overseas will lose the AFN signal as the com-
pany switches to the upgraded system on each AFN chan-
nel.

This scheduled maintenance is not related to the recent
satellite outage experienced by AFN customers in the Far
East.

From staff reports

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

The Southern European Task
Force (Airborne) has helped rid
1,000 acres of land of unexploded
ordnance, clearing the way for the
unit to train closer to home.

SETAF, working closely with the
Italian army, spent about $5 million
to identify unexploded ordnance on a
large piece of land northeast of Avi-
ano Air Base, Italy, that once was
used as a bombing range by allied
aircraft.

“This joint Italian-American
project has recovered four square ki-
lometers of training land,” said
Perry Doerr, deputy chief of training
for SETAF. “It’s a real win-win situa-
tion for both militaries.”

The land is part of an area com-
monly called the Dandolo Range,
which is controlled by Italy’s 132nd
Mechanized Infantry Brigade from
nearby Maniago. It is adjacent to the
Juliet drop zone, which airborne
troops regularly use for training.

But Doerr said the cleared parcel
hasn’t been usable by anyone since
the Italian army took control of it in
1998 after the Italian air force
stopped using it for bombing runs.
Aircraft from several NATO coun-
tries had used the range after taking
off from Aviano to practice bombing.

Ordnance finds haven’t been limit-
ed to recent munitions. ABC S.a.S. of

Florence, the company hired to find
the munitions, also found unexplod-
ed ordnance dating to World War II.

The site formerly housed an air-
strip used by Italians — and later
Germans — and bombed by U.S. air-
craft.

Italian explosive ordnance teams,
under the command of Lt. Col.
Giuseppe Tapparello, are clearing
the unexploded ordnance after it is
identified. The process is scheduled
to be completed in March.

That means SETAF soldiers won’t
be using the land for at least a year,
since they’re bound for a long deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in the coming
weeks. Italian forces will use the
property for the same purpose, con-
trol access to the area and determine
when training takes place.

Italian army Col. Salvatore Bordon-

aro, deputy chief of staff for SETAF,
called the project “again a sign of the
full cooperation and partnership that
exists between Italy and the USA.”

Doerr said soldiers — American
and Italian — currently parachute
onto the Juliet zone, then have to
wait for transportation before mov-
ing to nearby land and resuming the
training.

Because the newly cleared land is
between the drop zone and addition-
al training area, soldiers now could
march or take military vehicles be-
tween the two areas — engaging in a
training scenario the entire time.
That’s similar to what soldiers are
able to do in Hohenfels and
Grafenwöhr in Germany. The entire
training area, much of it formed by a
pair of river beds, stretches for more
than 21 miles.

“It’s a benefit that soldiers south of
the Alps don’t have to go north now
to carry out a full-blown airborne as-
sault,” said Lt. Col. Ed Manning,
chief of training for SETAF.

Soldiers still won’t be firing live
ammunition on any of the training
areas — there’s another range near-
by for that.

Doerr said local residents should
be happy with the project.

“Other than the fact that they don’t
have a lot of stuff that’s going to blow
up in their back yards, they shouldn’t
notice a difference,” he said.

E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Vilseck soldiers send signature
vehicles on their way to Kuwait

Aviano training area being cleared

41st Transportation
Company preparing
to head back to Iraq

PHOTOS BY BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Above: Workers at the Vilseck military railhead position the back chassis of a Palletized Load System truck

on a rail car Wednesday as the specialized vehicles of the 41st Transportation Company were sent on the

first leg of their journey to Iraq. The 41st soldiers will be reuinted with their vehicles in Kuwait in March.

Below: One of the trucks drops off some supplies to be sent with a trainload of the vehicles. The specialized

cargo trucks can load and unload their own containers in less than a minute.
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BY STEVE LIEWER
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Some moms of 1st Infantry Division sol-
diers have adopted some new kids.

With their sons and daughters due home
from Iraq any day now, the e-mail support
group of about 70 Big Red One mothers
who call themselves the “Family of One”
wanted to keep supporting troops in the
Middle East. They had formed last year
through a 1st ID Web site and boosted not
only each other, but their soldiers through
a hard one-year tour in Iraq.

Enter the Marines.

On Jan. 17, Barbara Holman and Donna
Cranston, two 1st ID mothers who volun-
teer frequently at the United Service Orga-
nizations lounge in Dallas-Fort Worth In-
ternational Airport, were greeting troops
there headed to and returning from Iraq.

A group of 120 Iraq-bound Marines
from the Marine Tactical Electronic War-
fare Squadron 4, an EA-6 Prowler squad-
ron from the 2nd Marine Air Wing in Cher-
ry Point, N.C., got stuck overnight when
their plane didn’t arrive.

Holman and Cranston felt badly that the
Marines were confined to their hotel for
the evening, their last night in the United
States before a seven-month tour. So they
bought enough beer for each Marine to
drink one in his hotel room, then got up the
next morning to give them gifts and a good-
bye hug before their early departure the
next morning.

“I was flabbergasted with the outpour-

ing of support,” said Sgt. Maj. Terry Krak-
er, the squadron’s senior enlisted Marine,
via e-mail from their duty post at Al Asad
Air Base, Iraq.

“I have been in the Marine Corps for
over 27 years and have been to a lot of plac-
es. I have never received this kind of sup-

port on my way out
the door.”

The women gave
Kraker a Big Red
One patch to keep on
his desk. And they
agreed to “adopt” the
squadron, with one
family sending care
packages and notes of
encouragement to
each of its 60 single
Marines.

Holman said it took
little time to find families to adopt the Ma-
rines from among the Family of One
e-mail group, her friends and co-workers
in Texas.

“The spirit is contagious,” Holman said
in an e-mail to Stars and Stripes. “Our
Family of One is proud to ‘defect’ from sup-
porting our returning 1st ID and move on
to the Marines.”

“These Americans are one of the rea-
sons we are going to Iraq,” Kraker said.
“Our motto is ‘Semper Fidelis,’ meaning
‘Always faithful,’ and we will do just that.
We are now a part of the Family of One.”

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Holman

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — When the
Southern European Task Force
(Airborne) begins to deploy for a
yearlong mission to Afghanistan
later this month, it won’t be leav-
ing a lot of soldiers behind.

But what the rear detachment’s
lacking in numbers could be off-
set by a different figure: 51.

That’s the combined number of
years the top two officers in the
detachment have in the military.
Maj. Gen. David Zabecki and
Navy Cmdr. Ken O’Brien will
also bring a little different per-
spective to the job.

“I feel, whether I’m a Navy guy
or an Army guy, very comfort-
able in this position,” said
O’Brien, who will serve as the de-
tachment’s executive officer.

“I’ve been serving 22 years, I’ve
seen a lot of deployments and I
have a lot of ties to this communi-

ty.”
But a

Navy guy in
Vicenza?

O’Brien
points out
with a smile
that there
are actually
a handful of
active-duty
Navy person-
nel at Caser-
ma Ederle.

He’s on base as the liaison officer

to SETAF from the 6th Fleet. He

has had several additional roles

since coming to the base more

than two years ago. Most recent-

ly, he has been SETAF’s deputy

operations officer.

“You can’t just be an LNO any-
more,” he said. “With the way the
military is structured these days,
you have to be an integrated part
of the staff.”

Zabecki, who was not available
for comment, is the deputy chief
of staff for mobilization and re-
serve affairs for the Installation
Management Agency-Europe. He
has almost three decades of serv-
ing in the Army Reserve and Na-
tional Guard. Most recently, he
has headed Army participation in
60th anniversary commemora-
tions of World War II events
across Europe.

A military historian, he has
spent much of the past two de-
cades in a variety of roles in Ger-
many.

O’Brien said he initially
thought he’d deploy to Afghani-
stan as well. But when that didn’t

happen, he became a logical
choice to help lead the rear de-
tachment.

He and wife Deborah, a former
Navy nurse, have two children at-
tending school on base. They’re
just following in the footsteps of
their dad, who attended Vicenza
schools in the 1970s when his fa-
ther was a sergeant major in the
Army.

O’Brien promises to run a pro-
active organization.

“I can answer the same ques-
tion from a spouse every week,”
he said. “Or, I can realize pretty
quickly that we have not gotten
out the required information. I
don’t want to be chasing my tail
the whole time.”

He has already started making
regular appearances on the local
AFN radio station. A toll-free, in-

ternational phone number and a
Web site will be available for
those outside Vicenza to get help.
And O’Brien said the rear detach-
ment will be just one of several or-
ganizations playing a support role
on base.

Maj. Gen. Jason Kamiya, the
SETAF commander, and Gen.
B.B. Bell, the U.S. Army Europe
commander, have made support-
ing families of deployed soldiers
a high priority, O’Brien said. And
that should make his job easier.

“I think in the Navy we’ve been
used to long deployments on
ships,” he said. “The Army has
had to face the same thing more
recently. I have never, in my 22
years, seen an organization that
has been put together to support a
community like this one has.”

E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

WÜRZBURG, Germany — The 1st Infan-
try Division has announced plans to trans-
fer authority over its sector of Iraq next
week to the 42nd Infantry Division, even as
1st ID troops continue to fly home to Ger-
many.

Maj. Gen. John Batiste will turn over
command of his Tikrit-based headquarters
to Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto in a ceremony
at 1 p.m. Monday. The name of the com-
mand will change from Task Force Danger
to Task Force Liberty.

The 42nd ID is part of the New York
Army National Guard and is the first Na-
tional Guard division activated for over-
seas service since the Korean War. Two vet-
eran brigade combat teams from the 3rd In-
fantry Division, a regular Army unit based
in Fort Stewart, Ga., and many National
Guard and reserve units, will bolster the
Rainbow Division’s headquarters staff.

For 11 months, the 1st ID and its support-

ing units from the 25th Infantry Division
and 30th Brigade Combat Team have pa-
trolled a West Virginia-size region from
Balad in the south to Kirkuk in the north,
stretching east to the Iran border. It in-
cludes the cities of Bayji, Tikrit, Samarra
and Baqouba.

Since the unit arrived in Iraq last year,
135 soldiers under 1st ID’s command have
been killed, including 73 from the divi-
sion’s own Germany-based units.

Seven more military flights from Iraq
brought 700 more 1st ID soldiers home to
Germany on Wednesday, said Spc. Rebec-
ca Sharpton, a division spokeswoman.

The largest groups included 185 troops
from the Schweinfurt-based 1st Battalion,
7th Field Artillery Regiment; 120 from the
Kitzingen-based 4th Battery, 3rd Field Ar-
tillery Regiment; and 109 from the Sch-
weinfurt-based 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
Regiment, and 84 from the Schwein-
furt-based 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regi-
ment.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker has select-
ed Brig. Gen. David M. Rodriguez to be
the first leader of a brand-new position:
commander, Multi-National Division
Northwest — Iraq.

Army Gen. George Casey, who has the
top job commanding the overall Multina-
tional Forces — Iraq, recently created
the two-star billet. Rodriguez, who is now
in line for a second star, will take his post
around April 1, an Army official told

Stripes on Tuesday.

Rodriguez is currently the Joint Staff’s
Deputy Director for Regional Opera-
tions. He became a familiar face to mili-
tary watchers after participating in sever-
al Pentagon briefings about Iraq in 2004.

Meanwhile, Brig. Gen. Carter Ham,
who as deputy commanding general for
training and readiness at I Corps and
Fort Lewis, Wash., is also the commander
of the Multi-National Brigade North in
Iraq, will come to Washington to take Ro-
driguez’ Joint Staff job, Army officials
said.

As 1st ID GIs head home,
moms ‘adopt’ new troops

O’Brien

KRISTEN CHANDLER TOTH/Courtesy U.S.Army

Sgt. Byron White bends down to embrace his daughters, Caitlyn, left, and Haley, right,

while his wife, Stacy, holds back tears. White was deployed with the 9th Engineer Battal-

ion to Iraq and returned to Schweinfurt, Germany, on Wednesday as part of a group of

about 200 soldiers. They were greeted at a short welcome-home ceremony, held at Finney

Fitness Center on Conn Barracks, and then separated to greet family and friends.

1st Infantry Division plans to
transfer authority to 42nd ID

SETAF rear detachment has fresh perspective

Commander to head new role in Iraq
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WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has
agreed in principle to pay an official visit to China, a significant step
toward revitalizing a military-to-military dialogue forced into hia-
tus after a Navy surveillance plane and a Chinese fighter collided in
international airspace in 2001.

“Secretary Rumsfeld is interested in visiting China this year,” a
senior Defense Department official said Tuesday. No final commit-
ment had been made and no date had been set for a visit.

He said the most recent military and defense policy white paper
released by the government in Beijing described in troubling ways
the American military presence in the Pacific and characterized the
security situation regarding Taiwan.

The American presence in the region “complicated security fac-
tors,” The New York Times reported the Chinese military docu-
ment as stating. And the situation in the waterway dividing Taiwan
from the Chinese mainland is “grim,” it added.

During recent talks, Pentagon officials pressed their Chinese coun-
terparts to explain those choices of words, which the Defense Depart-
ment official described as “an escalation in the level of rhetoric.”

The Chinese military’s buildup across from Taiwan is “a substan-
tial increase in capability” and “is an issue of concern to us,” the offi-
cial said.

In recent bilateral discussions, the question of expanding recipro-
cal visits has come up, with the American delegations pressing for
improving the quality “of what we get to see and do,” the official
said.

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Nearly
four years after a U.S. Navy spy
plane was intercepted off China,
the two nations are working on an
agreement that would use a hot
line between its defense depart-
ments, and clarify a “rules of the
road” when aircraft or ships en-
counter each other.

If successful, the two-pronged ef-
fort would allow direct communica-
tion between the respective tops
and bottoms of the two chains of
command and, U.S. officials hope,
diffuse future flashpoints.

Richard Lawless, the Pentagon
chief of Asian affairs, led a team
that met with Chinese brass in
Beijing last week to discuss the pro-
posals, according to a senior de-
fense official, who spoke only on
condition of anonymity.

U.S. leaders have raised the two
ideas repeatedly in recent years, to
no avail.

“We’ve been attempting to
break the impasse,” said the offi-
cial. A spokesman for the Chinese
embassy in Washington declined
to comment on the negotiations.

“If an agreement like this had
been in place, then at least there
would have been an avenue to talk
[during and after the spy plane in-
cident], but that avenue doesn’t
exit, even to this day,” said Penta-
gon spokesman Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Greg Hicks.

“We’ll never know what the end
result might have been, but it cer-
tainly would have been nice to
have some sort of protocol in place
for the two pilots to talk to each
other,” said Hicks. And after the
fact, had a hot line existed, it
“would have made a huge differ-
ence” in getting the crew and air-
craft released.

Lawless’ visit follows a trip to
China by Joint Chiefs chairman
Gen. Richard Myers a year ago
and Pacific Command’s chief
Adm. Thomas Fargo’s visit in July
as relations between the two mili-
taries have thawed since the EP-3
was forced down in April 2001.

Defense Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld may soon add the weight
of his office, as well. Rumsfeld
“has agreed in principal” to a trip
to China sometime this year, said
the official [see story at right].

Lost in translation

The United States and China
signed the Military Maritime Con-
sultation Agreement in 1998, de-
signed to provide clear instruc-
tions to pilots and warship captains
when they meet their counterparts
in international airspace and wa-
ters.

The details that were to follow —
how to exchange calls signs and
frequencies, even the use of hand
and arm signals — never material-
ized.

The Chinese, said the official,
have insisted on first agreeing to
what constitutes international wa-
ters and airspace. The Chinese
claim 200 miles off their coast-
lines, while international norms
limit territorial claims to 12 miles.

“That’s a huge issue for them.
I’d be really surprised, bordering
on stunned, if they were willing to
separate that from the discus-
sions,” said Ted Carpenter, vice
president for defense and foreign
policy studies at the Cato Institute,
a Washington-based think tank.

It was that disagreement that
led to the Chinese fighter pilot forc-
ing the Navy’s surveillance crew
down in April 2001, following a se-
ries of confrontations between U.S.
spy planes and the Chinese Air
Force. Three tension-filled days
passed before they were released.

Now, said the defense official,
“the Chinese are holding the
MMCA semi-hostage” over the dis-
pute.

The idea of a hot line from the
Pentagon to the Chinese ministry
of defense may be closer to reality.
Instead of rebuffing the proposal
during this latest visit, the Chinese
now say they are “studying serious-
ly” the concept, said the official.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:

andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A group of
California attorneys has filed a
class-action lawsuit against First
Command Financial Planning
that could result in payouts to
military investors not included
in last year’s federal settlement.

The lawsuit, filed in the U.S.
District Court of Southern Cali-
fornia, asks for compensation
for members of First Com-
mand’s systematic investment
plan, saying the company used
“false and misleading market-
ing” in its dealings with troops.

First Command officials dis-
missed those accusations.

“First Command Financial
Planning is proud of its years of
service to hundreds of thou-
sands of military families,” said
Paul Cozby, a company spokes-
man. “We believe the complaint
filed in San Diego contains nu-
merous factual inaccuracies and
erroneous conclusions, and we
intend to vigorously defend the
matter.”

In December, federal regula-
tors announced First Command
would refund about $4 million to
customers who bought and sold
the systematic investment plans
between 1999 and 2004.

That settlement came after an
investigation found the compa-
ny’s salespeople had misled mili-
tary personnel about costs and
returns associated with the plan.
Company officials did not admit
to or deny the charges, but have
since stopped offering those
funds.

Anyone who bought a system-
atic investment plan before Dec.
15 and did not sell the plan be-
fore that date could be eligible to

join the class-action suit, accord-
ing to Norman Blumenthal, one
of eight attorneys already signed
on to the suit.

Blumenthal said the goal is to
help customers not included in
the federal settlement, but also
“punished” by First Command’s
sales practices.

“You shouldn’t put military
personnel in a position where
you’re taking that much money
away in fees,” he said. “We think
it’s a bad plan.”

The systematic investment
plans took as much as 50 percent
of investors’ first-year savings in
broker fees and, the lawsuit
states, higher-than-needed fees
after that. Salespeople for the
firm also are accused of lying
about the likelihood of recoup-
ing that money, and misleading
customers about better invest-
ment plans.

Blumenthal said First Com-
mand customers do not need to
sign up to become part of the
class — if a settlement or verdict
award is reached, all those eligi-
ble will be able to recover
money — but he is encouraging
military personnel he speaks
with to talk with a financial ad-
viser about their investments.

“We’re telling people there is
no reason to stay in this plan,” he
said.

A lead plaintiff for the case is
expected to be named by May 1,
at which point the courtroom
process will begin.

In addition to the $4 million in
refunds it was ordered to pay in
the December federal settle-
ment, First Command agreed to
an $8 million fine to be used to
set up an investment education
program for military personnel.

E-mail Leo Shane at:

shanel@stripes.osd.mil

U.S., China discuss hot line
Official: Communication sought during incidents

Rumsfeld may visit Beijing

Investors sued over
dealings with troops

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

An advanced EP-3E Aries II is shown in this Navy file photo flying near Japan’s Mount Fuji. An EP-3 was
forced to land in China in April 2003. The U.S. government hopes a China hot line will fix similar problems.
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BY SANDI DOUGHTON

The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — The future of the
Navy is sitting in a Whidbey Is-
land shipyard, and Lt. Cmdr.
Brandon Bryan can’t wait to take
her for a spin.

“It’s the Navy’s hottest sports
car,” said the Seattle native, gaz-
ing at the burnished aluminum
catamaran that will be his next
command.

Dubbed “Sea Fighter,” the
262-foot ship will be the fastest
vessel in the fleet, except for a
few small patrol boats. The con-
servative estimate is that its
66,000-horsepower engines will
push it to 50 knots, or about 57
mph, but Bryan says top speed
will probably be closer to 60
knots, or nearly 70 mph.

Looking like something out of
an early James Bond movie, the
Sea Fighter is a souped-up ver-
sion of a high-speed passenger
catamaran, said Matt Nichols,
president of Nichols Brothers
Boat Builders, winners of the $46
million construction contract.

The design marks a revolution-

ary change for the Navy, which
since World War II has been dom-
inated by huge aircraft carriers,
destroyers and cruisers.

Sea Fighter, which was chris-
tened last week, was designed to
test the technology needed for a
new class of ships that will be
lighter, faster and more suited to
today’s military and maritime re-
alities.

The Sea Fighter is able to enter
waters as shallow as 11 feet. The
ship is so maneuverable it can
turn on a dime at low speeds, said
Steve Nordtvedt, program manag-
er for San Diego-based Titan, the
prime contractor.

That flexibility will be a key-
stone of the new Navy, said Rob-
ert Work, a retired Marine colo-
nel and navy analyst.

BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

The investigation into the traf-
fic accident in which a car driven
by a Marine embassy guard collid-
ed with a taxi, killing a popular
Romanian musician, has been
completed, a Marine spokesman
said Wednesday.

But according to a story in Mon-
day’s Richmond (Va.) Times-Dis-
patch, a Virginia State Police in-
vestigator who led the investiga-
tion into the Dec. 3 incident said
the Marine was not drunk at the
time and that the taxi driver was
also to blame.

Staff Sgt. Christopher R. Van-
Goethem, 31, was commander of
the Marine security detachment
at the embassy when an embas-
sy-owned Ford Expedition he
was driving collided with a taxi,
killing 50-year-old Teofil Peter, a
veteran Romanian rocker and
concert organizer.

VanGoethem submitted to
breath and blood-alcohol tests at
the time.

“His blood-alcohol content was
not enough, by the [Romanian] po-
lice statement, for them to take ac-
tion, nor would it have been
enough had he been here,” Inves-
tigator Rick Dowsett said, accord-
ing to the Times-Dispatch.

The newspaper story quoted
Dowsett as saying that the taxi
driver was likely speeding, and
that the 4:30 a.m. crash occurred
at an intersection with confusing
right-of-way rules.

Meanwhile, the Romanian gov-
ernment is still requesting that
diplomatic immunity be waived
for VanGoethem, who was taken
out of Romania shortly after the
accident and is now assigned to
administrative duties at his battal-
ion headquarters in Quantico, Va.

“The request of a waiver for im-
munity is still under consider-
ation by the Department of

State,” said Paul Oglesby, a
spokesman for the U.S. Embassy
in Bucharest.

Since the incident, Romania
has elected a new prime minister,
Calin Popescu-Tariceanu, but
Oglesby said the new government
did not withdraw the request that
VanGoethem be returned to Ro-
mania to face prosecution.

Because VanGoethem was a
member of the embassy staff, he
can be immune from facing crimi-
nal prosecution in Romania. But
the State Department could
choose to waive VanGoethem’s
immunity and have him returned
to Romania.

Oglesby said he did not know
who specifically within the State
Department would be authorized
to make that decision or when it
could occur.

The incident is being investigat-
ed by the Naval Criminal Investi-
gation Service, which hired Dow-
sett to serve as an independent in-
vestigator, according to the
Times-Dispatch.

According to Maj. Matthew
Morgan, a spokesman for the 4th
Marine Expeditionary Brigade in
Camp Lejeune, N.C., the evidence
has been turned over to VanGoet-
hem’s battalion commander. The
commander will decide if the
case should proceed to an Article
32 hearing, which could lead to
charges being filed against Van-
Goethem and a court-martial.

VanGoethem is from Iron Coun-
ty, Mich., and is assigned to the
Marine Security Guard Battalion
headquarters in Quantico.

Morgan said that the State De-
partment is being kept informed
about the investigation. He said
that preliminary investigations in
death cases typically take one to
two months and that the remain-
ing investigation that could lead
to a court-martial can take up to
10 months.

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Army officials hope
that more predictable deployment sched-
ules for active duty soldiers, reservists and
guardsmen will lead to a better-trained
force with quicker response times.

Under a plan unveiled to Congress on
Wednesday, active duty soldiers could ex-
pect two years at their home base after a
year of deployment. Reservists would see
five years of “dwell time” after each year
in active duty service, and Guardsmen
would have four to five years at home be-
tween deployments.

Army Secretary Francis Harvey said
that plan likely won’t go into effect until at
least 2007, when other major training and
force adaptations are complete. Officials
want to shift the service to a brigade com-
bat team focus over the next two years,
growing from 33 brigades to 44.

But Harvey said more predictable de-

ployment schedules will create a better
quality of life for soldiers by reducing
stress on their families, which in turn will
result in a more focused fighting force.

Of the 150,000 U.S. troops in Iraq, be-
tween 40 percent and 50 percent are from
the Guard and Reserve. The figure is set to
drop to 30 percent for the next rotation, be-
ginning this summer, because many com-
bat-ready Guard units are tapped out.

Last year, Congress mandated a tempo-
rary increase of 30,000 soldiers to address
those personnel concerns.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter J. Schoo-
maker said that about 20,000 of those new
soldiers have been recruited, and officials
will hire 2,000 new recruiters in the com-
ing year to reach the 30,000 goal and keep
the personnel numbers steady.

“You can cut down 300,000 trees in no
time, but it takes longer to grow 30,000
back,” he said, noting that the Army
dropped its active duty numbers by hun-
dreds of thousands of soldiers after the
first Gulf War.

Members of the House Armed Services
Committee praised the overall force up-
grades, but House Democrats criticized
Army officials for what they called a
short-sighted 2006 budget proposal that
could leave the war on terror under-
manned and the postwar Army poorly
equipped.

“Frankly, looking at this budget, it occurs
to me that we could win this war but come
out worse for it if we’re not careful,” said
Rep. Ike Skelton, Miss., ranking Democrat
of the House Armed Services Committee.

He warned that, unless permanent fund-
ing sources are found for new soldiers and
equipment repairs, the Army could go
back to “the hollow Army of the late 1970s
and early 1980s … when soldiers could not
train because their equipment was so poor
and spare parts were scarce.”

The service’s 2006 budget proposal, a
$98.6 billion plan that sets goals for train-
ing and upgrading the brigade system but
does not include costs associated with com-
bat in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Army Secretary Francis Harvey acknowl-
edged that will be paid for with a supple-
mental budget request, to be unveiled later
this month. The supplemental will also be
used to pay for the 30,000 new soldiers.

Harvey estimated that supplemental
budgets will be needed to pay for equip-
ment maintenence and other war-related
expenses for at least two years after the
Army withdraws from the Middle East.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

AER fund-raising campaign to begin

The annual Army Emergency Relief fund-rais-
ing campaign will run from March 1 to May 15, ac-
cording to the Installation Management Agen-
cy-Europe.

AER is a private, nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to “helping the Army take care of its own,” and
has been the Army’s emergency financial assis-
tance organization since 1942.

AER funds are made available to commanders
to provide financial help for soldiers with valid
emergency needs. Soldiers in need can contact
their Army Community Service office or local
chapter of the American Red Cross.

Soldiers — active-duty and retired — who wish
to contribute may do so through a monthly allot-
ment from their pay or with a check or cash dona-
tion to campaign coordinators in their units. Con-
tributors will get receipts for their donations,
which are tax deductible.

Last year, more than 40,000 troops and their fam-
ilies received more than $35 million in AER assis-
tance.

For more information, go to www.aerhq.org.

Award nominations

National Guard members and reservists are
being asked to nominate deserving employers for
the 2005 Secretary of Defense Employer Support
Freedom Award. Nominations can be made
through Feb. 24.

The award, established in 1996, recognizes em-
ployers who support and make sacrifices to enable
their employees to serve as Guardsmen and reserv-
ists. Fifteen employers were given the 2004 award.

Nominations can be made through the Web site
of the National Committee for Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve, an agency of the Depart-
ment of Defense, at www.esgr.mil.

From staff reports

Plan calls for 1 year on, 2 years at home for
active duty, 4-5 years at home for reserves

Romania asks for GI’s
immunity to be waived

‘Sea Fighter’
changes look
of U.S. Navy

Army pushes deployment rest schedule

SEATTLE TIMES/KRT

Lt. Cmdr. Brandon Bryan, left, and Cmdr. Mark Thomas stand by the

262-foot Sea Fighter catamaran last week in Freeland, Wash.
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BY TERRY BOYD

Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE WILSON, Iraq — Ameri-
can soldiers in Iraq say they wel-
come the proposals to nearly dou-
ble some death benefits.

Increases are “long overdue”
for survivors’ benefits such as the
death gratuity, “because $12,000
barely covers the cost of a funer-
al,” said 2nd Lt. Kenneth Rivard,
3rd Squadron, 278th Regimental
Combat Team, from the Tennes-
see National Guard.

The Department of Defense is
proposing to raise the death gratu-
ity to $100,000 from $12,420 cur-
rently, and the maximum life in-
surance caps to $400,000 under
Servicemembers Group Life In-
surance, or SGLI, from $250,000.
The DOD would pay for the first
$150,000 in life insurance for all
troops in combat zones.

One point of debate separating
defense officials from Congress
and military leaders is who
should be eligible.

Officials from all four services
testified in Congress earlier this
month that they would prefer to
see death benefits extended to all
active-duty personnel and re-
serve forces, not just those in war
zones.

Death benefits are a hot button
issue: “Rush Limbaugh talks a lot
about how soldiers get a fraction
of what a civilian would receive”
in death benefits, said Rivard, 32,
a married information technology
employee in Nashville, Tenn., in
civilian life.

The conservative talk-show
host has criticized payouts to the
families of firefighters and civil-
ians killed in the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks, which averaged
$1 million, compared to the small
amount paid to the survivors of
soldiers, Marines, airmen and sail-
ors killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

But in an informal poll of sol-
diers at FOB Wilson, just slightly
more than half said they believe
only those in combat zones should

be eligible for the increased death
payout.

The odds of getting killed in-
crease exponentially when you
step into a combat zone, said Sgt.
Roy Scott Hammons, with the 3rd
Squadron, 278th Regimental Com-
bat Team, from the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard.

The proposed death benefits
should be made available mainly
to soldiers in combat zones, said

Hammons,
44, from
Jackson,
Tenn. Only
select person-
nel outside
war zones,
such as sub-
mariners
and special
operations
troops “who
undergo
very, very

hazardous training,” should be in-
cluded, Hammons said.

The proposed death benefit in-
creases are projected to cost
about $459 million the first year,
then $280 million in 2006, with ret-
roactive payouts to the beneficia-
ries of soldiers killed on or after
Oct. 7, 2001.

It remains to be seen how many
soldiers would take advantage of
the proposed increases.

Only about 9 percent of newly
enlisted soldiers are married, ac-
cording to Army data. However,
that figure increases to 42 per-
cent by the end of the first enlist-
ment.

Rivard encourages his soldiers
with dependents to buy the maxi-
mum coverage, which costs about
$16 a month for the current
$250,000 in coverage, he said. Yet
only slightly more than half of the
3-278th RCT soldiers interviewed
at FOB Wilson said they’re paying
for the maximum SGLI coverage.

One of those with maximum
coverage is Cpl. Michael Henley,
28, who is single. Just because he
has no children doesn’t mean he
doesn’t have any obligations.

“If something happens to me,
it’ll put my goddaughter through
college,” Henley said.

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

GIs would welcome

new death benefits

Rivard

Army now
issuing
new camo
uniforms

BY RUSS BYNUM

The Associated Press

FORT STEWART, Ga. — Army
soldiers are being issued new fa-
tigues with easy-to-use Velcro
openings and a redesigned camou-
flage pattern that can help con-
ceal them as they move rapidly
from desert to forest to city in
places like Baghdad.

“It might give you the extra sec-
ond you need, save your life
maybe,” Sgt. Marcio Soares said
Tuesday after trying on the new
all-in-one camouflage uniform
that is the first major redesign in
Army fatigues since 1983.

Soares’ unit, the Georgia Na-
tional Guard’s 48th Infantry Bri-
gade, is the first to be issued the
new fatigues as part of a $3.4 bil-
lion Army-wide makeover being
phased in over the next three
years.

The uniform will replace the
standard forest camouflage —
green, brown and black — and
the desert camouflage — tan,
brown and grey — now used by
U.S. troops in Iraq.

Twenty-two changes were
made to the uniforms, most nota-
bly the new camouflage pattern.

Instead of bold jigsaw swatches
of colors, the new camouflage pat-

tern uses muted shades of desert
brown, urban gray and foliage
green broken into one-centimeter
segments. Black was eliminated
completely because it catches the
eye too easily.

Other changes were prompted
by complaints from soldiers in
the field. Jacket and pocket but-

tons, which can snag on nets and
other gear, have been replaced
with zippers and Velcro.

Pockets at the jacket’s waist-
line were moved to the shoulders,
where soldiers can reach them
while wearing body armor. And
the uniforms have a looser fit,
with more room to wear layers un-
derneath.
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BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Amid spiraling
postelection violence, gunmen
killed an Iraqi journalist working
for a U.S.-funded TV station and
his 3-year-old son as they left
their home Wednesday in the
southern city of Basra, an official
said. Two U.S. soldiers were re-
ported slain in separate attacks.

In Basra, Abdul Hussein
Khazal al-Basri, the correspon-
dent of Al-Hurra TV station, and
his son were both killed in the
city’s Maqal area, 340 miles south-
east of Baghdad,
said Nazim al
Moussawi, a
spokesman for the
local government
administration.

Launched in
February 2004,
Al-Hurra, or “The
Free,” was tai-
lored for Arab au-
diences to com-
pete with other re-
gional stations
like Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya.
President Bush said it was creat-
ed to “cut through the hateful pro-
paganda that fills the airwaves in
the Muslim world,” but some cler-
ics have denounced the TV sta-
tion for broadcasting its own
brand of propaganda.

Al-Basri also was a member of
the political office of the Islamic
Dawa Party, an influential Shiite
movement, and the editor of a
newspaper in Basra, Iraq’s sec-
ond-largest city. He also headed
the press office at Basra City
Council, al-Moussawi said.

Also Wednesday, Iraqi officials
delayed the announcement of
final results from landmark na-
tional elections because they said
the election commission must re-
count votes from about 300 ballot
boxes.

An undetermined number of
other ballots were declared in-
valid because of alleged tamper-
ing, officials said. The ballots
were inside 40 boxes and another
250 bags that were delivered to
the central counting facility in
Baghdad, he said.

Final results from the Jan. 30
balloting were to be announced
Thursday. But spokesman Farid
Ayar said the deadline would slip
due to the need for a recount.

“We don’t know when this will
finish,” he said. “This will lead to
a little postponement in announc-
ing the results.”

Ayar would not say where the
300 ballot boxes came from.

Commission official Adel
al-Lami said the ballots in the 40
boxes and 250 bags would not be
counted because they appeared
to have been stuffed inside them
or, in some cases, improperly fold-
ed.

Some of the boxes were not
those approved by the commis-
sion, and others were improperly
sealed, he said.

Commission officials have pre-
viously said some ballot boxes
were stolen by armed groups and
returned to polling stations.
Al-Lami said bribes were offered
to staffers if they would accept
the boxes, which he said came
from different parts of Iraq.

No new partial results have
been released since Monday for
the voting for the 275-member Na-
tional Assembly, 18 provincial
councils and a regional parlia-
ment for the Kurdish self-govern-
ing region in the north.

Partial results released Mon-
day showed a coalition of Kurdish

parties in second
place.

The ticket of in-
terim Prime Min-
ister Ayad Allawi,
a secular Shiite, is
in third place
among the 111
candidate lists. A
Shiite-dominated
ticket endorsed
by Iraq’s most in-
fluential Shiite
cleric, Grand Aya-

tollah Ali al-Sistani, led with
about half the votes, followed by
the coalition of Kurdish parties.

A military statement said one
U.S. soldier died Tuesday of a
gunshot wound at a logistical sup-
port area in Balad, 50 miles north
of Baghdad. The second soldier
was shot and killed Sunday while
on patrol in Mosul, the U.S. com-
mand said.

In Rome, the newspaper that
employs an Italian journalist held
hostage in Iraq said Wednesday it
has indications she is alive and
that intelligence officials have es-
tablished indirect contact with
the kidnappers.

Giuliana Sgrena, a reporter for
communist daily Il Manifesto,
was abducted by gunmen Friday
outside Baghdad University.

Conflicting claims have ap-
peared on Islamic militant Web
sites: One said she had been
killed, while another said she
would be released soon.

The Western legal expert said
investigative judges were close to
handing over lengthy dossiers of
affidavits, witness statements and
other documents to a five-judge
chamber that would run the trials
for former members of Saddam’s
deposed regime.

The expert, who is familiar
with the process and spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, would not
say which of Saddam’s 11 lieuten-
ants were likely to face the Iraqi
Special Tribunal first, and it was
unclear when the dictator himself
would stand trial.

In December, investigative
judges summoned Saddam’s cous-
in, Ali Hassan al-Majid, better
known as Chemical Ali, for his
role in poison gas attacks against
Iraq’s Kurdish minority and
former Defense Minister Gen.
Sultan Hashim Ahmad to appear
before them in closed-door pre-
liminary hearings.

By The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,450
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,107 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include four military civil-
ians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m.
EST Tuesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain, 11;
Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three;
Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,312 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at

least 998 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications re-

ported by the military:
� Army Spc. Jeremy O. Allm-

on, 22, Cleburne, Texas; died
Sunday in Taji, Iraq, when an ex-
plosive detonated near his vehi-
cle; assigned to the 3rd Battal-
ion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division, Fort Hood,
Texas.

� Army Staff Sgt. Steven G.
Bayow, 42, Colonia, Yap island,
Federated States of Micronesia;
died Friday in Beiji, Iraq, when
an explosive hit his vehicle; as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

� Army Sgt. Daniel Torres,
23, Fort Worth, Texas; died Fri-
day in Beiji, Iraq, when an explo-
sive hit his vehicle; assigned to
the 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Officials say vote results delayed

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Gunmen kill Iraqi
journalist, son

AP

Mourners ride with the coffin of Abdul Hussein al-Basri, correspondent for the U.S.-funded Al-Hurra televi-

sion station, and his son, in the southern city of Basra in Iraq on Wednesday, after the two were killed by

gunmen in the Maqal area of the city.

We don’t know

when [the

ballot

counting]

will finish.

Farid Ayar

Spokesman
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Documentary to re-create alleged
torture techniques used at Gitmo

AP

This courtroom drawing shows British soldiers Cpl. Daniel Kenyon, left, and

Lance Cpl. Mark Cooley, right, in the British Court Center in Osnabrueck,

Germany. A judge on Wednesday ordered Cooley cleared of a charge of

simulating kicking an Iraqi prisoner. Cooley still faces two charges of abuse.

The Associated Press

LONDON — A British TV sta-
tion plans to show a documentary
that re-creates some of the torture
techniques allegedly used at the
Guantanamo Bay prison camp by
trying them out on volunteers.

“The Guantanamo Guidebook”
show was made by the Lon-
don-based production company
20-20, using declassified docu-
ments about the U.S. camp, Yad

Luthra, a spokesman for Channel 4
in London, said Wednesday.

The producers of the show claim
to have re-created some of the
milder forms of torture used at the
U.S. Navy base in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

The methods used on the seven
volunteers in the one-hour docu-
mentary included religious and
sexual humiliation, forced nudity,
sleep deprivation and extreme tem-
peratures, Luthra said.

The U.S. government has denied
using torture at the camp in Cuba,
where many detainees are held
without charge.

But some Guantanamo detain-
ees have alleged that they were

wrongly imprisoned after repeated
abuse by U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, including beat-
ings with chains, electric shock
and sodomy.

Tom Wilner, a lawyer for 11 Ku-
waiti prisoners there, recently told
The Associated Press that most of
his clients falsely confessed to be-
longing to Afghanistan’s ousted
Taliban regime or the al-Qaida ter-
ror network as a way to stop the
abuse.

A broadcast date for “The Guan-
tanamo Guidebook” has not been
announced, but Luthra said it is
one of four documentaries that
Channel 4 plans to show in a
one-week period in the next month
dealing with the issue of torture.

Guardsman charged

EVANSVILLE, Indiana — An
Indiana National Guardsman who
received a Purple Heart for
wounds sustained in Iraq has been
charged in the death of an Iraqi cit-
izen, the Army said.

The Iraqi died at the same time
Cpl. Dustin Berg, 21, was wound-
ed, the military said. Berg also
faces charges of false swearing
and the wearing of an unautho-
rized award.

A hearing was scheduled Thurs-
day at Fort Knox, Ky., to deter-
mine whether the case will pro-
ceed to a court-martial.

The Iraqi died in November
2003 near Nippur, south of Bagh-
dad, said Gini Sinclair, a Fort

Knox public affairs officer, on
Tuesday. She declined to release
further details about the case.

Berg’s mother was quoted in
The Herald newspaper of Jasper,
Ind., on Nov. 24, 2003, as saying
her son, of Ferdinand, Ind., had
been shot the day before and had
undergone minor surgery.

Berg received a Purple Heart
during a ceremony Feb. 19, 2004,
at Camp Atterbury, Ind.

Berg was a member of the 1st
Battalion, 152nd Infantry Regi-
ment, based in Jasper, when it mo-
bilized in January 2003 for the
Iraq war and returned home in
February 2004. He has since been
put on active duty and assigned to
Fort Knox.

From The Associated Press

BY MATT SURMAN

The Associated Press

OSNABRUECK, Germany — A judge hearing
the case of three British soldiers accused of abus-
ing detained Iraqis ordered jurors on Wednesday
to acquit one of the suspects on a charge of pre-
tending to kick a prisoner.

Lance Cpl. Mark Cooley still faces two charges
of abuse, and Judge Michael Hunter refused to
allow reporters to publish more details of the deci-
sion.

“Although we would wish to tell you … for legal
reasons we can’t give a reason at this stage and
must ask you to give a verdict of not guilty,” Hunt-
er told the jury.

Cooley, 25, is one of three members of the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers standing trial on this Brit-
ish base in Germany on charges that they abused
Iraqi civilians suspected of looting a humanitari-
an aid warehouse outside Basra in May 2003.

Cooley also is charged with hoisting a detainee
on a forklift and driving it, and with simulating a
punch against another detainee, seen in a photo-
graph. He has pleaded not guilty to all charges.

Another soldier, Cpl. Daniel Kenyon, 33, faces

charges of aiding and abetting abuse and failing to
report it. He has denied the charges.

Lance Cpl. Darren Larkin, 30, already has
pleaded guilty to one count of battery after prose-
cutors charged he was the man shown in a photo
standing with both feet on a tied-up Iraqi lying on
the ground. Another charge of forcing an Iraqi to
strip for simulating sex acts was dropped last
week.

Taking the stand Wednesday, Kenyon de-
scribed the aggressive attitude that existed at the
camp before he arrived. He said a security guard
at the camp, Sgt. Maj. Richard Jackson, briefed
him, telling him: “ ‘If we capture anyone, we just
give them a kick.’ ”

Kenyon also told the court that the soldiers
were unclear about their role in Iraq following the
end of major combat.

The trial revolves around photos taken by a sol-
dier who was arrested in England after bringing
the film to be developed. The pictures provoked
widespread dismay in Britain after they were pub-
lished in newspapers, leading to uncomfortable
comparisons with the scandal over abuse of Iraqi
prisoners by U.S. soldiers at the Abu Ghraib pris-
on in Baghdad.

British soldier cleared of 1 count of abuse
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BY BARRY SCHWEID

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Even with a
cease-fire pledge from Israeli
and Palestinian leaders, Presi-
dent Bush is moving slowly to in-
volve himself and U.S. prestige in
the always risky, often disappoint-
ing Mideast peace process.

The fizzling of 10 announced
cease-fires over the past four
years is a sobering lesson for an
already deliberate administra-
tion. Bush has refused to take
short cuts, and he accepts the
principle that the parties — not
outsiders — bear ultimate respon-

sibility for their fate.

In one respect, however, Bush
already has turned a corner in
agreeing to his first meeting with
a Palestinian leader. He will con-
fer separately this spring with
Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.

Bush shunned the late Yasser
Arafat but has agreed to work
with Arafat’s successor. His cau-
tious engagement and Secretary

of State Condoleezza Rice’s prom-
ise to play an active role in pro-
moting a settlement bring the ad-
ministration deeper into mediat-
ing the conflict than it has been in
a year and a half.

The administration plans to
send a security adviser to the re-
gion, choosing Army Lt. Gen. Will-
iam E. Ward, who will be in close
contact with Rice. Bush also is
seeking $350 million in aid for the
Palestinians.

But Bush does not appear in-
clined to move that fast, or that
boldly, and several Middle East
analysts agreed with his mea-
sured approach.

The Associated Press

PAISLEY, Fla. — A sheriff’s
deputy was fatally shot and two
others were wounded when a do-
mestic battery suspect opened
fire on them Wednesday as they
responded to a home in the Ocala
National Forest, officials said.

Lake County Deputy Wayne
Koester died after being trans-
ferred to a hospital, sheriff’s Capt.
Nick Pallitto told the Orlando Sen-
tinel and local TV stations. Depu-
ties Tom McKane and Bill Crotty
were each shot in the leg and are

undergoing treatment at an area
hospital.

The suspect, Jason Lee Wheel-
er, 29, escaped on a motorcycle,
which was later found ditched,
Pallitto said. His girlfriend told
deputies that Wheeler has an arse-
nal of weapons and that his prop-
erty might be booby-trapped.

More than 100 deputies and of-
ficers from four different law en-
forcement agencies searched for
Wheeler just minutes after the
shooting was reported. Wheeler
was considered armed and dan-
gerous.

“It’s an intensive manhunt and
we’re going to get this guy,” Pallit-
to said.

Two nearby elementary schools
were on lockdown as deputies
searched for a suspect, school dis-
trict spokesman Janice Karst
said.

Florida Highway Patrol troop-
ers temporarily shut down por-
tions of state roads 42 and 44 dur-
ing the search.

“We need people to stay in their
houses while they search for this
guy,” Trooper Kim Miller said.

Mayor of Baltimore
equates Bush budget
with Sept. 11 attacks

Bush cautious despite cease-fire pledge

IN THE STATES

AP

Baltimore Mayor Martin O’Malley, with his wife Katie, on Wednesday

denounced rumors of infidelity spread by an aid of Gov. Robert Ehrlich.

O’Malley also is drawing fire for statements perceived to be comparing

President Bush’s budget cuts to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

1 deputy killed, 2 wounded
in shooting at Florida home

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Mayor Martin
O’Malley likened the cuts in Presi-
dent Bush’s budget proposal for
urban areas to the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, drawing fire from his fel-
low Democrats as well as Republi-
cans.

Also, at a news conference
Wednesday, O’Malley denounced
rumors of infidelity spread on the
Internet by a longtime aide to
Gov. Robert Ehrlich, saying he
was the target of an “orchestrat-
ed campaign,” as his wife de-
scribed the effect that the stories
were having on their young chil-
dren.

The mayor, who is weighing a
bid for governor in 2006 and is
considered a rising star within
the Democratic Party, was
among a group of mayors and
other local officials who held a
news conference Tuesday in
Washington to criticize the presi-
dent’s proposal to cut spending
for community development pro-
grams by $2 billion.

“Back on Sept. 11, terrorists at-
tacked our metropolitan cores,
two of America’s great cities.
They did that because they knew
that was where they could do the
most damage and weaken us the
most,” O’Malley said. “Years
later, we are given a budget pro-
posal by our commander in chief,
the president of the United
States. And with a budget ax, he
is attacking America’s cities. He
is attacking our metropolitan
core.”

Montgomery County, Md., Ex-
ecutive Douglas M. Duncan said
O’Malley “went way too far.”

“The president of the United
States is fighting terrorism. It
hurts our cause when people say
things like that,” said Duncan,
who like O’Malley is expected to
seek the Democratic nomination
in the 2006 race against Ehrlich.

O’Malley told The Washington

Post he didn’t intend to equate
the proposed budget cuts to a ter-
rorist attack.

“The point I am trying to make
is, for America to be strong, we
have to strengthen our cities. Be-
cause we’re in the middle of a
war, we need to be strengthening
and protecting our cities, not
weakening our cities,” he said.

Analysis
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BY LISA CORNWELL

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — As the Nazis
took power in Germany and the
world turned its back on Jewish
refugees, four brothers who ran a
cigar factory in the Philippines
worked quietly to help 1,200 Jews
flee to Manila.

The Frieder brothers, who
have since died, never talked
about their part in the lit-
tle-known rescue. But some 65

years later, the remaining refu-
gees want the world to know what
Philip, Alex, Morris and Herbert
Frieder achieved.

“The Frieder brothers were
just ordinary Jewish business-
men, but they went out of their
way to save lives,” said Frank
Ephraim, who was eight years old
when his family fled to Manila
from Germany in 1939. “No one
made them do it. They just did
what they thought was right.”

The four brothers from Cincin-

nati had taken turns going to Ma-
nila for two-year periods during
the 1920s and ’30s to run the Hele-
na Cigar Factory, started by their
father in 1918.

While they were there, they es-
tablished a Jewish Refugee Com-
mittee and worked with highly
placed friends — U.S. High Com-
missioner of the Philippines Paul
V. McNutt and Manuel L. Que-
zon, the first Philippine president
— to help the mostly German and
Austrian refugees get passports

and visas, then find employment
and homes in Manila.

“We were welcomed in the Phil-
ippines at a time when the gates
to Jews were closed all over the
world,” said refugee Lotte Hersh-
field, 74, of West Hartford, Con-
necticut.

The rescue was little known
until a recent book by Ephraim,
“Escape to Manila: From Nazi
Tyranny to Japanese Terror,” led
to efforts in the United States and
the Philippines to honor the hu-

manitarian effort before the
aging refugees die off.

“Our numbers are dwindling,
and I didn’t want this story to be
lost forever,” said Ephraim, 73, of
Washington, D.C.

Next Sunday, Cincinnati’s Cen-
ter for Holocaust and Humanity
Education will honor the Frieder
brothers, Quezon, McNutt and
the Filipino people. At least 25 ref-
ugees and their descendants and
nearly 100 members of the Fried-
er family will join relatives of Mc-
Nutt and Quezon and the Philip-
pine Ambassador Alberto Del Ro-
sario.

Documents show the Frieders
had hoped to bring as many as
10,000 refugees to the Philip-
pines, but World War II inter-
vened. They continued working
in Manila until the Japanese inva-
sion in 1941.

Now the brothers’ photos, let-
ters and other possessions, along
with those of the refugees, will be-
come part of a permanent exhibit
in Cincinnati. Part of the exhibit
might be taken to the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, and to Manila.

“We want to tell the world
about the humanity of these men
who did so much to save so many
people and were never recog-
nized,” said Racelle Weiman, di-
rector of the Center for Holocaust
and Humanity Education. “We
hope it will make people realize
that everyone can make a differ-
ence.”

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Virgin-
ians who wear their pants so
low their underwear shows
may want to think about invest-
ing in a stronger belt.

The state’s House of Dele-
gates passed a bill Tuesday au-
thorizing a $50 fine for anyone
who displays his or her under-
pants in a “lewd or indecent
manner.”

Del. Lionell Spruill Sr., a
Democrat who opposed the
bill, had pleaded with his col-
leagues to remember their
own youthful fashion follies.

During an extended mono-
logue Monday, he talked about
how they dressed or wore their
hair in their teens. On Tues-
day, he said the measure was
an unconstitutional attack on
young blacks that would force
parents to take off work to ac-
company their children to
court just for making a fashion
statement.

“This is a foolish bill, Mr.
Speaker, because it will hurt
so many,” Spruill said before
the measure was approved
60-34. It now goes to the state
Senate.

The bill’s sponsor, Del. Algie
T. Howell, has said constitu-
ents were offended by the ex-
posed underwear. He did not
speak on the floor Tuesday.

Spruill and Howell, also a
Democrat, are both black.

Va. House
OKs fines
for wearing
hip-huggers

Brothers honored for pre-WWII rescue of Jews
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Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA — A Califor-
nia lawyer says she has told Mont-
gomery County, Pa., investigators
who are probing sex allegations
against Bill Cosby that the enter-
tainer drugged her and tried to
force himself on her about 30
years ago.

Tamara Green, a longtime crimi-
nal and civil lawyer and former
fashion model, said she decided to
tell her story after Cosby’s lawyer
and the Montgomery County dis-
trict attorney publicly cast doubt
on a former Temple University
women’s basketball executive’s al-
legations that Cosby drugged and
groped her at his Elkins Park, Pa.,
mansion last year.

“I realize that him doing it to me
30 years ago doesn’t prove he did
it to this girl today, but when I
heard the circumstances, I felt
compelled to call up and say, ‘He
did exactly the same thing to
me,’ ” said Green, 57 in a phone in-
terview from her Ventura, Calif.,
home.

“Do I want everybody to know
that he had his dirty paws all over
me? No,” she said.

“But I don’t think it’s right that
they’re going to disregard this
woman and her allegations. I feel
like they should look into it more

seriously ... .”
What she said convinced her to

go public was not any desire for
justice for herself or for money or
even for publicity. She said she be-
lieves it was her “civic duty and
moral obligation” to come forward

after Cosby’s
lawyer de-
nounced the
Temple wom-
an’s claims
as “bizarre
and prepos-
terous” and
Montgomery
County Dis-
trict Attor-
ney Bruce L.
Castor Jr.
character-
ized the case

against Cosby as weak.
“I heard his lawyer said her

claims were preposterous and ba-
sically I thought, ‘My eye. He did
exactly the same thing to me,’ ”
said Green. “It set my teeth on
edge and made my hair stand up.

“Then I heard a press release
from the district attorney saying
he thought the case was weak and
why did she wait so long to come
forward?” she said. “I worked in a
D.A.’s office and that’s D.A.-speak
for ‘We’re not filing charges.’ I felt
compelled to come forward after I

heard that.”
Cosby’s lawyer, Walter Phillips

Jr., denied Green’s allegations. He
would not answer questions about
her story. “I’ve spoken with my cli-
ent,” Phillips said. “Mr. Cosby

does not recognize the names Tam-
ara Green or Tamara Lucier [her
maiden name]. ... [T] the incident
you described did not happen in
any way, shape or form.”

Cosby also has denied the

former Temple executive’s allega-
tions.

She claims Cosby gave her
some pills, then groped her while
she was immobilized at his man-
sion in January 2004.

Cosby

More allegations arise against Cosby
California woman says comedian drugged, groped her about 30 years ago
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BY DAISY NGUYEN

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Was the
“Rebel Without A Cause” driven
to early
death be-
cause of his
rebellious na-
ture? It de-
pends on
whom you
ask.

Friends
and former
co-stars of
James Dean
disagree on
whether he
had a death
wish, but all agree the screen idol

influenced them and the moviego-

ing public.

Dean, who died 50 years ago in
a car accident, would have been
74 on Tuesday, and a celebration
of sorts was held to kick off a year-
long celebration leading to his
75th birthday.

“We had talked about growing
older,” said actor Martin Landau.

“He used to worry that he
looked like a kid when he became
an actor.”

But photographer Phil Stern,
who captured a famous shot of
Dean with a turtleneck covering
half his face, thinks Dean had no
intention of growing old.

“Dean was very prescient be-
cause he structured his career in
such a way that he passed away
— which I believe was inevitable
— in a way that precluded the
possibility of people seeing him
as a potbellied, bald man,” Stern
said.

Martin Sheen, who stars in
NBC’s “The West Wing,” was
only a boy when he saw Dean in
“East of Eden.” Dean’s perfor-
mance inspired Sheen to become
an actor.

“All of his movies had a pro-
found effect on my life, in my
work and all of my generation,”
Sheen said. “He transcended cine-
ma acting. It was no longer act-
ing, it was human behavior.”

Jane Withers said working
with the sometimes aloof Dean in
“Giant” was the highlight of her
career, but she had to get past his
attitude early on.

“He acted like a little kid and
when someone acts like a kid, I
treat them like one,” Withers
said. “I didn’t put up with any
guff, and because of it, we had a
very warm relationship.”

Earl Holliman, who was also in
“Giant,” sees Dean’s aloofness as
a product of his desire to remain
focused on work.

“Jimmy was a guy who didn’t
care what people think of him,”
Holliman said. “He said that
wasn’t important. What was im-
portant was what was on the
screen.”

Despite his brief Hollywood ca-
reer, Dean’s image as rebel anti-
hero still resonates with market-
ers.

Warner Bros. plans to release
“Giant,” “Rebel” and “East of
Eden” on DVD this year. And
Dean’s image will adorn two
NASCAR racing cars this sum-
mer.

Stage plays based on Dean’s
films will also be staged in sever-
al cities, and the actor’s home-
town, Marion, Ind., plans to amp
up its annual festival commemo-
rating the star, which typically
draws up to 60,000 people.

“I invite you to our area,” Mari-
on Mayor Wayne Seybold said,
“where cool was born.”

Dean, an avid racer, died Sept.
30, 1955, when another car
turned into the path of his Por-
sche Spyder on a California high-
way.

Officers estimated he was driv-
ing between 70 mph and 75 mph.

BY JEANINE IBRAHIM

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Investigators found human
remains in a basement under fresh concrete after
a brother and sister told them they had killed their
mother and grandparents, authorities said Wednes-
day.

Investigators worked into early Wednesday dig-
ging up concrete in the grandparents’ small home
on the city’s east side, and a forensic anthropolo-
gist was brought in to help gather evidence.

Kenneth Allen Jr., 29, and his sister, Kari Allen,
18, had been pulled over for speeding Tuesday in
Missouri. In the car, officers discovered bloody
clothes and bedding, as well as jewelry, cash, cred-
it cards and the driver’s licenses of two older peo-
ple in Indiana, St. Charles County, Mo., Sheriff’s
Lt. Craig McGuire said.

Indianapolis police identified the grandparents
as Leander Bradley, 92, and Betty Bradley, and the
mother as Sharon Allen.

Kari Allen told authorities she and her brother
had killed them, dismembered them and buried
them in the basement floor in the grandparents’
home, McGuire said. Kenneth Allen also later ad-
mitted involvement, he said.

They were charged with receiving stolen proper-
ty, and murder charges were planned, authorities
said.

Police Lt. Paul Ciesielski said authorities believe
the three were killed early last month. The sister
told authorities the mother and grandmother were
killed at the mother’s apartment in Noblesville, an
Indianapolis suburb, then the bodies were brought
to the grandparents’ house, where the grandfather
was killed, Ciesielski said.

Stars gather on
Dean’s birthday

Siblings say they killed
mother, grandparents

Dean
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Teen girl scalped

BOISE, Idaho — A member
of a punk clique surrendered
Wednesday for scalping anoth-
er member, apparently as pun-
ishment for her disrespectful
behavior toward women, po-
lice said. The victim, a
16-year-old girl whose hair
was cut in a mohawk, sur-
vived.

Marianne Dahle, 26, surren-
dered on a felony arrest war-
rant for aggravated battery.

Dahle is accused of tying up
the teenager and cutting away
a 6-by-8-inch section of her
scalp.

The victim — who identified
herself to reporters only as
Sheila — said she underwent
skin grafts and anticipated an-
other surgery to repair the
damage. Authorities did not re-
lease the girl’s name.

Train strikes, kills 2

BOSTON — A commuter
train struck and killed two Bos-
ton University students in the
city’s Allston section early
Wednesday morning.

The two were dead at the
scene after they were hit by an
inbound train from Worcester
around 1 a.m., said Lydia Riv-
era, a spokeswoman for the
Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority.

MBTA police investigators
were unsure why the two were
on the tracks, Rivera said.

Eric Rudolph case

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A
whistleblower who once
sparked a major review of the
FBI crime lab is helping serial
bombing suspect Eric Rudolph
fight death penalty charges by
challenging the work of another
federal agency, according to
court documents filed Tuesday.

Once the FBI’s top expert on
bomb residue, Frederic W.
Whitehurst has supplied the Ru-
dolph defense with a sworn
statement questioning the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms’ model of the
nail-laden bomb that exploded
outside a Birmingham abortion
clinic in 1998.

Jury selection is set to begin
late next month in Rudolph’s
trial on charges of planting the
bomb that went off outside the
Birmingham clinic, killing an
off-duty police officer and criti-
cally injuring a nurse.

Speaker dispute

BOULDER, Colorado — An
embattled university professor
who likened some of the Sept.
11 victims to the Nazi organiz-
er of the Holocaust got a stand-
ing ovation when he told a cam-
pus audience of more than
1,000 people that “I’m not back-
ing up an inch.”

Ward Churchill went ahead
with the speech after the Uni-
versity of Colorado backed off
an attempt to cancel the ad-
dress, citing security reasons.
Churchill had filed a lawsuit
against the cancellation.

Churchill’s comments,
which appeared in an essay he
wrote soon after the Sept. 11,
2001, terror attacks, prompted
a firestorm of criticism when
they became widely known
last month, prompting him to
resign as chairman of Colo-
rado University’s ethnic stud-
ies department.

From The Associated Press

Judge rules
an embryo
is a person

BY MARK SHERMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Medicare’s
new prescription drug program
will cost taxpayers $720 billion
over its first 10 years, with costs
reaching $100 billion a year by
the middle of the next decade, ac-
cording to a new estimate by the
Bush administration.

The new number is far higher
than any previous estimate pro-
duced by the administration or
Congress, but it reflects what law-
makers and health care analysts
have known all along: As baby
boomers turn 65 and swell Medi-
care’s rolls, the government’s tab
for their health care is expected
to rise substantially.

The new projection issued Tues-
day runs from 2006 to 2015 and is
not directly comparable to the

$400 billion estimate lawmakers
had when they narrowly ap-
proved Medicare legislation in
2003 or to the revised estimate of
$534 billion that the White House
issued just two months later, after
the law was enacted.

Those figures covered the 10
years from 2004 to 2013 — two
years to devise the drug benefit
and put it in place and eight years
in which the government would
pay some drug costs for Medicare
beneficiaries.

The drug benefit begins in Janu-
ary and the $720 billion includes
the years 2014 and 2015, Medi-
care spokesman Gary Karr said.

“Of course the costs go up when

you add in more years at the end
and more people are on Medi-
care,” Karr said.

Drug costs, which have been ris-
ing far faster than inflation, also
are expected to be higher in those
years.

Based on the numbers released
Tuesday, the program’s costs are
estimated at roughly $100 billion
annually in 2014 and 2015, or
more than a third of what the
Medicare bill originally was pro-
jected to cost for the entire first 10
years, ending in 2013.

Under the new program, partici-
pants will pay monthly premiums
that are expected to average $35
in 2006 and the first $250 in drug

costs. Medicare will pick up 75
percent of the next $2,000 in pre-
scription expenses. After that, a
gap is built into coverage during
which participants are responsi-
ble for the entire drug bills until
costs top $5,100, after which the
government pays 95 percent.

Controversy over cost has
plagued the program since before
its passage. The administration’s
Medicare chief pressured a subor-
dinate to withhold his higher esti-
mates of the cost of the legislation
from Congress, a report by the
Health and Human Services De-
partment inspector general con-
cluded.

The bill narrowly passed the
House, 220-215, after an extraor-
dinary three-hour, mid-
dle-of-the-night vote in which
GOP leaders and administration
officials cajoled reluctant Republi-
cans to support President Bush’s
key domestic priority.

Flight 93 memorial process begins

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — All Alison Miller
and Todd Parrish wanted was to
become parents. But when a fertil-
ity clinic didn’t preserve a
healthy embryo they had hoped
would one day become their
child, they sued for wrongful
death.

A judge refused to dismiss
their case, ruling in effect that a
test-tube embryo is a human
being and that the suit can go for-
ward.

Though most legal experts be-
lieve the ruling will be over-
turned, some in the fertility busi-
ness worry it could have a chill-
ing effect, threatening everything
from in vitro fertilization to abor-
tion rights and embryonic stem
cell research.

“If the decision stands, it could
essentially end in vitro fertiliza-
tion,” said Dr. Robert Schenken,
president of the American Soci-
ety for Reproductive Medicine.
Few doctors would risk offering
the procedure if any accident that
harmed the embryo could result
in a wrongful death lawsuit, said
Schenken, chairman of obstetrics
and gynecology at the University
of Texas in San Antonio.

He said the society, a profes-
sional group for fertility doctors,
is considering filing a court brief
opposing Friday’s ruling by Cook
County Judge Jeffrey Lawrence.

The lawyer for the clinic,
James Kopriva, declined to say if
an appeal is planned, but added,
“We are weighing our options.
We disagree with the court’s deci-
sion and do not believe Illinois
law provides for the remedy pro-
vided by the court.”

If the ruling for the couple
holds, it would have no legal
standing outside Illinois. Howev-
er, it could provide impetus for
groups elsewhere to push an agen-
da opposing both abortion rights
and stem cell research, said
Northwestern University law pro-
fessor Victor Rosenblum, an abor-
tion foe who has worked with
anti-abortion activists.

AP

This artist rendering provided by the National Park Service on Friday shows “The Crescent of Embrace” by

Paul Murdoch Architects of Los Angeles, one of five design finalists for the Flight 93 National memorial.

More than 1,000 designs were submitted for a memorial for the flight which crashed in a western Pennsylva-

nia, killing 40 passengers and crew on Sept. 11, 2001.

Prescription drug program will
cost $720 billion over 10 years

BY PATRICIA LOWRY

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The journey from Pittsburgh to the United Flight
93 crash site in Somerset County is a process of elim-
ination. We pass from urban to suburban to rural
farm to remote field.

Travel on, up over the ridge and into a wide, open,
bowl-like field partially fringed by a small forest of
trees. There, on the right, is a parking lot and just be-
yond it, the temporary memorial, 40 feet of
chain-link fence to which visitors have attached
flags, FDNY and local rescue workers’ baseball
caps, license plates, bouquets of plastic flowers and
photographs of victims.

“People come,” said Donna Zwick, who lives on a
nearby farm and is one of 40 “ambassadors” who
staff the temporary memorial near Shanksville, Pa.
Even in the biting winds of winter, “they just keep
coming.”

In three years, more than 500,000 people have vis-
ited the Flight 93 crash site and left 20,000 objects,
most of them now in archival storage. They will be-
come part of the permanent memorial, scheduled to
break ground later this year. Five finalists in the de-
sign competition were recently selected.

The plane’s impact area was small and compact,
but the memorial will be large, 2,200 acres owned
and operated by the National Park Service, com-
plete with park rangers and parking for 200 vehi-
cles. There will be a visitor information center, ar-
chival storage and maintenance buildings, roads,
trails, utilities.

The plane came down on private land, in a field
being reclaimed after deep and surface mining. The
creation of a national park promises permanent ac-
cess as well as the funds to produce and maintain a

quality memorial and continue the land reclama-
tion, perhaps as a distinctive earthwork.

Absent the temporary memorial, there is no evi-
dence that anything significant happened there. Be-
cause the crash site is also a gravesite, the crater
made from the impact has been filled in, so the
record of what happened has to be put back. But
who should interpret it, and how? How should future
generations consider the events of 9/11 and the peo-
ple caught up in them? Good guidance came from
“the partners,” a coalition of groups representing
Flight 93 family members, local residents, design
professionals and the National Park Service. In their
search for “that one brilliant answer,” the partners
have proceeded in a commendable way, beginning
with a detailed mission statement that emphasizes
commemoration, education and respect for the
rural landscape.

The memorial must honor the dead, who are be-
lieved to have thwarted a planned attack on Wash-
ington, D.C. It should invite the public to express
their feelings about the event, and it should pre-
serve “the solemn and tranquil setting” of the crash
site.

The memorial also must revere the site as hal-
lowed burial ground, commemorate the events of
9/11, celebrate the lives of the passengers and crew,
express the nation’s appreciation, educate visitors
about the context of the events of 9/11 and offer a
place of comfort, hope and inspiration.

Anyone could enter this open competition, and
1,011 individuals or teams did — about a fifth of the
5,201 entries in the World Trade Center memorial
competition. While many were not professional de-
signers, the pros had the edge, not only with their
polished presentation boards but in their ability to
speak and interpret the language of design. Most of
the finalists are experienced design professionals;
one is an architecture student.

Medicare drug benefit costs to rise
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BY MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH

The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank — Is-
rael will lift travel restrictions on
Palestinians in parts of the West
Bank and abandon several major
checkpoints as part of its with-
drawal from five towns in the com-
ing weeks, Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas said Wednesday.

Free travel would be the most
tangible improvement yet in the
lives of ordinary Palestinians,
sending a strong message that a
cease-fire with Israel is beginning
to pay off. Abbas made the an-
nouncement a day after meeting
with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon at a Mideast summit in
Egypt.

A senior Israeli military official
confirmed that several roadblocks
would be removed as part of the
handover of security responsibili-
ty for the five towns to the Palestin-
ians. The handover of Jericho,

Tulkarem, Qalqiliya, Bethlehem
and Ramallah will occur during
the next three weeks, according to
a timetable agreed to by Abbas
and Sharon on Tuesday.

A second meeting between the
two, set for Sharon’s Sycamore
Ranch in southern Israel, could
take place “in the coming days or
a week,” said Raanan Gissin, an
adviser to Sharon.

Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia met with the West
Bank security commanders and in-
structed them to be prepared to
take responsibility for the five
areas, participants said.

Palestinian Cabinet minister
Saeb Erekat said Israel and the Pal-
estinians would form four commit-
tees that would begin meeting next
week to coordinate the moves.

Before the violence erupted
four years ago, tens of thousands
of Palestinians worked in Israel.

Additionally, 500 merchants

will be allowed to enter Israel for
business, and relatives will be al-
lowed to visit Gaza residents incar-
cerated in Israeli prisons. Four
hundred Palestinian employees of
international organizations will be
allowed to move freely between
Gaza and the West Bank.

A roadblock cutting off Gaza’s
main north-south road will be
opened 24 hours to public trans-
port and Palestinian security vehi-
cles, though not to private cars.

Meanwhile, U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld, visiting
the USS O’Bannon anchored off
the coast of France on Wednes-
day, said more moderate Islamic
nations are needed to counter the
threat of extremism.

Rumsfeld, in Nice, France for a
meeting of NATO defense minis-
ters, held up the governments of
Pakistan and Afghanistan as such
moderates willing to help in the
U.S.-led war on terrorism. He said
he hoped Iraq would also emerge
as such a nation.

Pope makes Ash Wednesday
observance in hospital room

Rice to Iran: Answers expected
to nuclear program inquiries

BY ED MCCULLOUGH

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A car bomb
exploded Wednesday in a busi-
ness park on the outskirts of
Madrid just after the morning
rush hour, injuring 43 people.
Government officials blamed the
Basque separatist group ETA.

The blast blew out windows at
the back of a modern, six-story,
brick-and-glass office building lo-
cated about 10 yards from the car,
which was destroyed.

Most of the injured were people
inside who suffered cuts from fly-
ing glass shards.

“What saved me ... was my com-
puter,” which faced the first-story

window, said Manuel Amenteros,
communications director for Bull,
the French computer maker
which has its offices in the build-
ing.

“I think it’s destroyed,” said
Amenteros, who was knocked to
the floor by the blast.

Bull’s director-general for
Spain, Julio del Valle, has an office
overlooking the street where the
car was parked. His window was
blown out by the blast. “I was real-
ly lucky,” he said, with a bandaged
right hand and flecks of blood on
his suit.

Authorities noted a caller claim-
ing to represent ETA gave the gen-
eral location of the attack less than
an hour before it happened.

Speaking from Poland, where
he’s on an official visit, Prime Min-
ister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapate-
ro said, “I want to tell ETA terror-
ists, and those who support them,
that there is no room for them in
political life nor in society. Bombs
lead only to prison.”

In Madrid, Interior Minister
Jose Antonio Alonso noted 14 ETA
suspects were arrested Tuesday
and the car bomb went off Wednes-
day.

“Those are the facts.”
The Basque regional parliament

wants Spain to accept “shared sov-
ereignty” over the three-province
region, across the Pyrenees moun-
tains from southwest France. Last
week the national Parliament
voted a resounding “no.”

Policemen

investigate the

scene where a

powerful car

bomb

exploded in

Madrid on

Wednesday.

The blast

followed a

telephone

warning from a

caller claiming

to represent

the armed

Basque

separatist

group ETA.

The attack

injured at least

43 people,

officials said.
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Israel to lift travel restrictions

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — His fore-
head smeared with the traditional
mark of mortality, Pope John
Paul II celebrated Ash Wednes-
day in his hospital room, missing
public prayers opening the Lent-
en season of fasting and reflec-
tion for the first time in 26 years.

The frail 84-year-old pope, sur-
rounded by his personal physi-
cian and other doctors treating
him for the flu and breathing trou-
ble, held Mass in his tightly guard-
ed suite at Rome’s Gemelli Poly-
clinic. Ash Wednesday is a day
with special resonance for believ-
ers getting the biblical reminder:
“You have come from dust and to
dust you shall return.”

John Paul received ashes he
had blessed earlier during
Wednesday’s ceremony at the hos-
pital, where he was rushed on
Feb. 1 with throat spasms. The
pope invited his personal doctor,
Renato Buzzonetti, and others to
join him, papal spokesman
Joaquin Navarro-Valls said.

Cardinal Camillo Ruini, the
pope’s vicar for Rome, said the
pope looked “really well” more
than a week after his urgent hospi-
talization.

Doctors urged John Paul to pro-
long his hospital stay to be on the
safe side, and the Vatican has not
set a date for his discharge. The
pope was not expected to leave
the hospital before Thursday,
when the Holy See issues its next
update on his health and recov-
ery.

In services at St. Peter’s Basili-
ca originally scheduled as a papal
event, American Cardinal James
Stafford presided in the name of
John Paul. It was the first time
since he became pope in 1978
that he missed public Ash
Wednesday prayers, which kick
off a 40-day period of fasting and
prayer for Roman Catholics cul-
minating with Easter.

In addition to serving as a re-
minder of mortality, the ashes
also symbolize penitence and hu-
mility.

IN THE WORLD

AP

Pope John Paul II waves to faithful from a window of Rome’s Agostino

Gemelli hospital as he appears for the Sunday Angelus prayer. The

84-year-old pope, who was rushed to the hospital last week, is now

doing better and celebrated Ash Wednesday.

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said Wednesday that Iran cannot
delay indefinitely accountability for a suspected nu-
clear weapons program, but said the United States
has set “no deadline, no timeline” for Tehran to act.

Rice, making her first visit to Europe as Washing-
ton’s top envoy, said the United States remains in
“closer consultations” with its European allies on
the issue.

But she warned Tehran that the United States
would not accept foot-dragging by the government
there as officials weigh various diplomatic over-
tures by European nations to resolve the nuclear
question.

Rice said Iran must live up to its obligations.
“I’m quite clear, and I believe everybody is telling

the Iranians that they are going to have to live up to
their international obligations,” she said at a news

conference with NATO officials. “It is obvious that if
Iran cannot be brought to live up to its international
obligations, in fact, the IAEA (International Atomic
Energy Agency) statute would indicate that Iran
would have to be referred to the U.N. Security Coun-
cil.”

“I think the message is there — the Iranians need
to get that message,” she said, adding that Tehran
should know that “there are other steps” the interna-
tional community can take.

In the Fox interview, Rice said: “We have be-
lieved all along that Iran ought to be referred to the
Security Council and then a variety of steps are
available to the international community.”

Rice told reporters Iran already is on notice that it
must not use a civilian nuclear power program to
hide a weapons project.

Iran has denied making nuclear weapons, and
says its nuclear activities are geared solely toward
generating electricity.

Car bomb injures 43
in Madrid; ETA blamed
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The Associated Press

BEIJING — A holiday calm fell
over bustling cities as Chinese
communities across Asia wel-
comed the Year of the Rooster
with prayers Wednesday for tsu-
nami victims and a safer 2005.

Businesses and
government offic-
es from Beijing to
Singapore closed
as hundreds of
millions of ethnic
Chinese visited
temples and held
family reunions to
mark the passing
of the Year of the
Monkey.

In Indonesia’s
tsunami-ravaged
Aceh province,
worshippers at
the Vihara Dhar-
ma Bhakti temple
in the provincial
capital of Banda Aceh burned in-

cense as they bowed in prayer for

the tens of thousands killed there

by the Dec. 26 disaster.

“We feel a great emptiness in-

side, but we’re here to give

thanks for our protection and to
pray for the forgiveness of sins
and peacefulness of those who
died,” said Lai Nier Sin, a hair-
dresser whose older brother’s
family was washed away.

In Beijing, a city of 14 million
people, streets were nearly desert-

ed as tens of thou-
sands of people
thronged temples
in a freezing wind
to pray for good
fortune amid
clouds of per-
fumed incense
smoke.

Security was
heavy in an effort
to prevent a re-
peat of a disaster
last February in
which 37 people
were killed in a
stampede at a fes-
tival in the Chi-

nese capital marking the end of
the holiday.

Elsewhere in China, millions of
people who streamed out of cities
to visit their hometowns for the
most important holiday of the
year were exchanging gifts and
settling down to family feasts.

BY ED JOHNSON

The Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister Tony Blair on
Wednesday issued a public apology to 11 people
whose wrongful imprisonment for IRA bombings
three decades ago was dramatized in the film “In
the Name of the Father.”

The people were jailed in connection with Irish
Republican Army bombings in the English towns of
Guildford and Woolwich in 1974, which killed a total
of seven people and injured more than 100.

All 11 were subsequently acquitted and the case is
regarded as one of Britain’s biggest miscarriages of
justice.

“I am very sorry that they were subject to such an
ordeal and injustice,” said Blair in a televised state-
ment.

“The Guildford and Woolwich bombings killed
seven people and injured more than 100. Their loss,
the loss suffered by their families, will never go
away. But it serves no one for the wrong people to be
convicted for such an awful crime.”

One of them, Anne Maguire, welcomed the apolo-
gy, delivered to television cameras in Blair’s House
of Commons office.

“This is very important to my family and their chil-
dren and our great-grandchildren,” Maguire said
after meeting Blair with other family members.

“We would like it to be the police and that apologiz-
ing. It is lovely for Mr. Blair to do it.”

In the critically acclaimed 1993 film, “In the
Name of the Father,” actor Daniel Day-Lewis por-
trayed one of the accused, Gerry Conlon, who
served 15 years in jail. Pete Postlethwaite played
Conlon’s father Guiseppe, who died in prison in
1980.

“It is a matter of great regret when anyone suffers
a miscarriage of justice, said Blair, who met with
some of the acquitted on Wednesday.

“And, as with the others, I recognize the trauma
that the conviction caused the Conlon and Maguire
families and the stigma which wrongly attaches to
them to this day. I am very sorry that they were sub-
ject to such an ordeal and such an injustice. That’s
why I am making this apology today. They deserve
to be completely and publicly exonerated.”
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The Year of the Rooster began Wednesday, kicking off a weeklong

Spring Festival holiday, the most important in the Chinese calendar. To

celebrate, Chinese burned incense sticks for good luck at Beijing’s

White Cloud Temple on Wednesday.

A woman prays for good luck

before throwing incense sticks

into a fire at White Cloud

Temple on Wednesday.

Blair ‘sorry’ for wrongful
convictions in IRA attacks

Mobster feuds in Naples expand

Chinese celebrate
Year of the Rooster

100,000 UK fans pre-order new Potter book

LONDON — More than 100,000 fans have pre-ordered the new
Harry Potter book that goes on sale in five months’ time, the British di-
vision of online book retailer Amazon said Monday.

The sixth title in the hugely successful series by J.K. Rowling,
“Harry Potter And The Half-Blood Prince,” went to the top of ama-
zon.co.uk’s sales chart on the first day of its announcement on Dec. 22,
2004.

The children’s version of the book, rumored to have a different cover
design from the adult copy, has remained in the No. 1 spot ever since.

Amazon.co.uk says it is planning to send out all pre-ordered copies
of the book to arrive on July 16, the day of public release.

Danish PM wants EU constitution referendum

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Denmark’s newly re-elected govern-
ment will return to the campaign trail later this year to encourage vot-
ers to adopt the European Constitution in a referendum, Prime Minis-
ter Anders Fogh Rasmussen said Wednesday.

Danes gave Fogh Rasmussen’s government a second four-year term
Tuesday, embracing his pledge to keep immigration in check, and
taxes, among Europe’s highest, from rising.

With 99.7 percent of the votes tallied, the governing bloc — a coali-
tion of Liberals, Conservatives and the anti-immigration Danish Peo-
ples Party — received 54 percent of the vote and 95 seats in the
179-seat Folketing, or parliament.

Rasmussen hopes to persuade Danes to approve the EU constitution
in a referendum later this year or next. The historic charter must be ap-
proved by all 25 EU members.

From the Associated Press

BY DANIEL WILLIAMS

The Washington Post

NAPLES, Italy — If you’re a
gangster in Naples these days,
even mom’s not safe.

In January, Carmela Attrice an-
swered a call on her condominium
intercom from someone she recog-
nized, went down to the front door
and was met by three men. They
pumped a dozen bullets into her.
The reason, police say: Attrice’s
son, Francesco, belonged to an or-
ganized crime faction locked in a
battle for control of drug traffick-
ing.

Over the past five months, a se-
ries of brazen killings here has pro-

vided a new meaning for the adage
in praise of this seaside city: “See
Naples and die.” About 135 people
have been gunned down in the
city’s organized crime feud, about
40 of them in the neighborhood of
Scampia, epicenter of the violence
and the place where Carmela At-
trice lived and died. Mob-related
killings in January numbered 16
citywide; there have been four so
far in February.

The variety of crime scenes and
gruesome homicides has been stun-
ning — a customer at a pizzeria
shot dead and left face down in a
still-warm pie; a restaurant owner
killed at his cash register in plain
view of customers; a woman shot

point-blank and her body stuffed in
the trunk of a car that was then set
on fire; shootings in a laundry, a to-
bacco shop and grocery stores.

The camorra, the Neapolitan ver-
sion of the Mafia, has existed for
three centuries.

Like their better-known cousin,
the Sicilian Mafia, the camorra op-
erate abroad, safeguarding drug
routes in both Eastern and West-
ern Europe. The Naples bloodshed
is being carried out between war-
ring members of a single camorra
clan, the di Lauros, with loyalists
based in Naples fighting a rene-
gade faction based in Spain, a
major transfer point for drugs into
Italy.

Special correspondent Stacy Meichtry
contributed to this report.
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BY DULUE MBACHU

The Associated Press

LAGOS, Nigeria — In a large room taken up by
piles of leaves, barks and vines, herbalist Oluchi
Mamah sits behind a physician’s table, receiving
people with ailments from infertility to cancer.

All who follow the dirt track to her residence out-
side Lagos leave with prescriptions of plants to boil
and drink, bathe with, or rub in.

“There is no illness for which there is no cure in
the bush,” said Mamah, a 45-year-old mother of five.

More than 60 percent of the population in Africa,
Latin America and Asia rely heavily on traditional
plant medicines. But new converts increasingly in-
clude industrialized countries, where the Western
medical industry more and more is making room —
not just in herbal products, but in commercial drug
development — for traditional medicine.

The result, says the World Health Organization, is
a $60 billion annual global market of herbal medi-
cine. At least 25 percent of all modern medicines are
made from plants originally used in traditional medi-
cine, according to WHO.

Among a string of hopeful new drug candidates
being derived from plants used for centuries by tra-
ditional healers all around the world is Niprisan —
used in the treatment of the inherited blood disorder
sickle-cell anemia.

Developed by Nigeria’s National Institute for
Pharmaceutical Research and Development and pat-
ented in the United States in 1998, Niprisan is due to
hit the Nigerian market and is in the final stages of
trials at Childrens’ Hospital in Philadelphia and the
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital in New Brunswick,
N.J.

Eight percent of African-Americans have sick-
le-cell anemia, a blood abnormality that itself
evolved into a protection against the malaria that is
Africa’s No. 1 killer. Nigeria is believed to have the
world’s highest number of sickle-cell sufferers, with
6 million of its 120 million-plus people effected.

Other drug candidates derived from traditional
plant medicines show promise in fighting ailments
ranging from sickle cell to diabetes, AIDS and leish-
maniasis — an ancient disease spread by sand flies

— and even the deadly hemorrhagic fever Ebola,
say researchers.

One of the best examples of the transition from tra-
ditional medicine to the commercial drug market is
Artemisin, used for more than 2,000 years in Chi-
nese herbal medicine and now emerging as the drug
of choice for treating drug-resistant malaria, said
Xiaorui Zhang, coordinator of WHO’s traditional
medicine department.

“We expect more drugs to make the same transi-
tion” from traditional to modern medicine, Zhang
said.

BY TERRY LEONARD

The Associated Press

MAPUTO, Mozambique —
Along a boulevard lined with flow-
ering acacia trees, young people
in designer clothes and high-heel
shoes chatter on the sidewalk,
struggling to be heard over the
driving Latin rhythms spilling
from a nightclub.

Maputo’s vibrant nightlife lets
people forget it is the capital of
one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries. Here you can eat Italian,
dance like a Brazilian and flirt in
Portuguese.

One thing that’s in ever shorter
supply and perhaps even less de-
mand: Mozambique’s own indige-
nous languages — the storehouse
for the accumulated knowledge
of generations.

“Sons no longer speak the lan-
guage of their fathers ... . Our cul-
ture is dying,” laments Paulo Chi-

hale, director of a project that
seeks to train Mozambican
youths in traditional crafts.

While Mozambique has 23 na-
tive languages, the only official
one is Portuguese — a
hand-me-down tongue from colo-
nial times that at once unifies a
linguistically diverse country and
undermines the African tradi-
tions that help make it unique.

The United Nations estimates
half of the world’s estimated
6,000 languages will disappear in
less than a century. Roughly a
third of those are spoken in Afri-
ca and about 200 already have
less than 500 speakers.

A recent U.N. Conference on
Trade and Development report
on protecting traditional knowl-
edge argues that beyond a devas-
tating impact on culture, the
death of a language wipes out cen-
turies of know-how in preserving
ecosystems — leading to grave

consequences for biodiversity.
Villagers in Indonesia’s Kayan

Mentarang national park, for ex-
ample, have for centuries prac-
ticed a system of forest manage-
ment called “Tanah Ulen” or
“Forbidden Land.” On a rotating
basis, elders declare parcels of
the forest protected, prohibiting
hunting and gathering.

In Maputo, Chihale looks up
from his cluttered desk at
MozArte, a U.N.- and govern-
ment-funded project that seeks to
teach youths to earn a living
through traditional crafts.

“Our culture has a rich oral tra-
dition, oral history, stories told
from one generation to another.
But it is an oral literature our kids
will never hear,” said Chihale,
who speaks the native Mozamb-
ican language of Chopi at home.

The U.N. report said that after
a 16-year civil war in Mozam-
bique that ended in 1994, tradi-

tional leaders managed 500,000
informal land transactions to help
settle 5 million refugees in two
years. They did it without any
help from donor countries or the
central government by applying
their traditional or tribal laws to
resolve potential conflicts.

Already, 96 percent of the lan-
guages spoken on Earth are spo-
ken by just 4 percent of the popula-

tion. Experts estimate half the peo-
ple in the world now use in their
daily life one of the eight most
widespread languages: Chinese,
English, Hindi, Spanish, Russian,
Arabic, Portuguese and French.

Experts say 234 African lan-
guages have already disappeared
and that 32 percent of the endan-
gered languages on Earth are Af-
rican.

AP

Tola Odewole looks through leaves believed to have

high medicinal values in Lagos, Nigeria. More than

60 percent of the population in Africa, Latin America

and Asia rely heavily on traditional plant medicines,

but new converts increasingly include industrialized

countries.

United Nations says half of the world’s
estimated 6,000 languages in danger

AP

Men perform a traditional dance at a cultural exhibition last year in the

Marracuene district, Mozambique. While Mozambique has 23 native

languages, the official one is Portuguese, left over from colonial times.

Native languages lost as memories fade

Traditional ways
of healing bound
for the pharmacy
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Rob Weiss, owner of Old Pueblo

Coin Exchange Inc. in Tucson,
Ariz., holds one of several Wiscon-
sin quarters he found with unusu-
al markings resembling extra corn
leaves on the back. The U.S. Mint
is trying to determine how the
differences came about.

A horse cools down by rolling in the snow in a

pasture east of Eagle, Colo.

Murder charge

GA
DAHLONEGA — A
man who reported

his wife missing more than
11 years ago has been
charged with her murder
after authorities following a
tip found bones and clothes
they believe belonged to
the woman.

David Lamar Dowdy,
61, was charged just
hours after investiga-
tors found the re-
mains they think belonged to his
wife, Villa Inez Dowdy, on federal
land in northern Georgia.

A Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion analysis will determine if the
remains belong to the woman,
who was reported missing in Sep-
tember 1993 at the age of 42.

Robbery suspect nabbed

NJ
ATLANTIC CITY — A sus-
pect in a string of deadly

jewelry store robberies was cap-
tured by police at a $39-a-night
motel just one block from police
headquarters after officers sur-
rounded his hideout and persuad-
ed him to give up.

Christopher DiMeo, 23, surren-
dered peacefully after officers
surrounded the Ascot Motel,
where he and his girlfriend had
checked in the day before.

He was jailed on a parole viola-
tion from New York state, but is
suspected in four robberies and
three killings, including the
deaths of a couple in Fairfield,
Conn., authorities said.

Authorities believe DiMeo chat-
ted up store employees for as
long as 45 minutes before the rob-
beries, saying he was looking for
an engagement ring, then pulled
out a gun and took merchandise
worth hundreds of thousands of
dollars altogether. Police had de-
scribed him as talkative and en-
gaging.

School seeks students

KS
LAWRENCE — The
Lawrence Virtual School

wants to expand. It hopes to add
to the 144 online students it
taught in its first year by hosting
40 open house programs around
Kansas.

Students work mostly from
home, staying in touch with teach-
ers by computer. Parents must
have regular parent-teacher con-
ferences by phone, in person or
e-mail.

Police: Baby abused

TX
HOUSTON — A young
couple are accused of criti-

cally injuring their 6-month-old
baby, who police say was sexually
assaulted, suffered broken bones
from head to toe, and had her
tongue nearly severed.

Donna Marie Norman, 19, and
her common-law husband, Ivan
Castaneda, 21, were jailed with-
out bail on charges of causing in-
jury to a child.

The infant was in critical condi-
tion at a hospital. She was trans-
ferred there after her parents
brought her to another hospital,
saying she was suffering from
congestion.

Norman told doctors the in-
fant’s tongue was severed when
she tried to remove a quarter
from the baby’s mouth that had
been placed there by her
15-month-old sister, prosecutor
Kari Allen said. “Obviously, that
is a bit far-fetched,” Allen told a
judge at a hearing.

Boys escape icy lake

VT
BURLINGTON — Two
boys fell through the ice on

Lake Champlain while skating
near the Burlington shoreline, al-
though they were able to pull
themselves out of the 34-degree
water and reach shore, according
to an eyewitness.

Greg Noonan was watching the
two boys skate on broad lake ice
below his home. The boys skated
over some rough ice, Noonan
said, then some thin ice. Then
they were gone.

Noonan grabbed his phone,
called 911 and rushed out of his
house to get down to the shore on
a route that took him out of view
of the lake for an instant. When
Noonan saw the boys again, they
were back on the ice. Noonan and
two neighbors helped the boys to
the shore and up to a house.

Egg McMuffin rage

MI
HOLLAND — A man was
fined $600 and put on pro-

bation for throwing an Egg Mc-
Muffin at a McDonald’s restau-
rant manager after he said he
didn’t get what he ordered.

Scott Rodgers, 46, was convict-
ed of misdemeanor assault and
battery. Besides probation, he
was sentenced to three days in a
work program and a fine and is

banned from the
McDonald’s.

Authorities said
Rodgers and his
6-year-old son

stopped to get four
Egg McMuffins with
ham on Oct. 9 but re-
turned to the service
window to complain

that at least one had sau-
sage.

A sticky situation

LA
SHREVEPORT —
Add this to the many

uses of duct tape.
Ark-La-Tex Narcotics Task

Force agents and Caddo Parish
sheriff’s deputies stopped a man
at a Greyhound terminal after
they said he was acting suspi-
ciously, sheriff’s spokeswoman
Cindy Chadwick said.

While being patted down for
weapons, Charlie Ross told offic-
ers it was a back brace they felt
around his chest — not nearly
$55,000 in cash stuck to him with
duct tape.

Ross, 50, was not able to pro-
duce a transaction receipt re-
quired under federal law for any-
one carrying more than $10,000
in cash, Chadwick said. He also
would not say where he got the
money, so he was booked with
money laundering, she said.

Authorities learned later that
Ross was a fugitive from Ouachi-
ta Parish.

Statement cut short

CA
SANTA ANA — A retrial
in an alleged gang rape

got off to a rocky start with the
judge cutting off a defense attor-
ney’s opening statement after he
described the alleged victim as a
liar, a drug dealer and a
“sex-crazed teenager.”

“That’s it, we’re done for the
day,” Superior Court Judge Fran-
cisco Briseno said, dismissing the
jury. He accused lead defense at-
torney Joseph G. Cavallo of “step-
ping over the line.”

Earlier, prosecutors said Grego-
ry Haidl, 19, son of a former Or-
ange County assistant sheriff, and
two 20-year-old friends “crossed
the line between outrageous be-
havior and criminal conduct,” by
taking part in the gang rape of a
16-year-old girl and videotaping
the assault.

School locked down

HI
HONOLULU — A Leeward
Oahu high school was

locked down for about an hour be-
cause of a fight on campus.

Six students were arrested fol-
lowing the brawl just before
lunchtime at Nanakuli High
School, the Department of Educa-
tion said.

Police said they used pepper
spray to break up the fight involv-
ing about 50 students.

The school was locked down be-
tween 12:15 p.m. to 1:20 p.m.

It was the fourth Oahu public
school fight in the past week, but
it was not clear if the incidents
were related, officials said.

Back to work

NV
CARSON CITY — The
73rd Nevada Legislature

opened with taxes, marijuana,
health care and schools among its
top issues.

Nevada’s 42 Assembly mem-
bers and 201 senators have 120
days to do the state’s business.
That is, unless they don’t finish in
time and Gov. Kenny Guinn sum-
mons a special session as in 2003.

Gail Radke of Olathe, Kan., prepares Seat-

tle, a Great Pyrenees, for the show ring at

the 70th annual St. Joseph Kennel Club dog show in St. Joseph, Mo.

Radke said Seattle loves the grooming and often sleeps through it.

Coin defect

Cooling off

Jefferson Elementary School

fifth-grader Mariah Bokman

leaps over a puddle on her way to her safety patrol post in Faribault, Minn.

Pampered pet

Object of my reflection
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Doug Miller, left, and Aubrey
Clark, both from Leaksville, Miss.,

free their covered wagon from the mud in Hattiesburg, Miss. The two
are part of the Leaf River Trail Riders, a group of 10 wagons that
stopped over in Hattiesburg while traveling to Jackson, Miss.

A mansion needs these

AR
LITTLE ROCK — Plans
for a new governor’s man-

sion include a reflecting pool, a
classical temple and a pyra-
mid-shaped vaulted ceiling in the
master bedroom. Radio station
KUAR obtained architectural
drawings for the
8,700-square-foot complex that
would adjoin the current man-
sion. Gov. Mike Huckabee and
his wife say they have only 1,000
or so square feet of private living
space.

Dress code dispute

KY
SHEPHERDSVILLE —
Lisa Whiteside began pro-

testing outside Bullitt Central
High School after learning that
two Muslim students who had en-
rolled after winter break had
been allowed to wear a hijab,
which covers the head and neck.

Whiteside said her son, a se-
nior, was given in-school suspen-
sion for wearing a white but-
ton-down shirt rather than the
mandated polo-style shirts.

School board attorney Eric Far-
ris said that school records indi-
cated that the student wasn’t disci-
plined, but received a warning
Sept. 1 that his shirt was in viola-
tion of the dress code.

Though the dress code also pro-
hibits headwear, Farris said feder-
al protections of such religious
garments as hijabs take prece-
dence.

School officials and students
said Whiteside’s protests attract-
ed the attention of the Ku Klux
Klan. She was joined outside the
school by other men and women,
some of whom were clad in white
robes and carried Confederate
flags and white-supremacist rega-
lia.

Whiteside said she didn’t orga-
nize any involvement with the
KKK, adding that her concerns
were being misconstrued as ra-
cially driven.

No abuse found

MO
KANSAS CITY — A jury
acquitted a businessman

in his third trial on charges he sex-
ually abused his stepdaughter
over a three-year period.

Theodore White, 42, of Lee’s
Summit, was cleared of 12 charg-
es, including statutory rape and
statutory sodomy. Jurors deliber-
ated about two hours.

White was convicted in Febru-
ary 1999 of molesting his step-
daughter over three years start-
ing in 1995, when the girl was 10
years old. He fled to Costa Rica
while awaiting sentencing but
was captured. He was returned to
Missouri and sentenced to 50
years in prison.

White was retried after the
state Court of Appeals found that
prosecutors did not reveal that a
detective investigating the allega-
tions had an affair with White’s es-
tranged wife.

Mall transformation

NY
VESTAL — A former shop-
ping plaza is being trans-

formed into a housing complex for
University of Binghamton stu-
dents.

Developers of the $40 million
project said the complex will be
able to house 700 students and a
few businesses. The Binghamton
University Foundation and private

developers funding the project ex-
pect the complex will be ready for
the fall semester.

Teen blames Zoloft

SC
CHARLESTON — A teen-
ager who contends the an-

tidepressant Zoloft turned him
into a killer stood in court and ac-
knowledged he shot his grandpar-
ents as they slept and set their
house on fire.

Christopher Pittman agreed
when Judge Danny Pieper read a
statement the defense doesn’t con-
test that the then-12-year-old
killed his father’s parents when
he was living with them in rural
Chester County in September
2001.

Prosecutors contend Christo-
pher shot Joe and Joy Pittman
with a pump-action shotgun be-
cause they disciplined him for
fighting on a school bus. The
15-year-old is being tried as an
adult for murder and could get 30
years to life in prison if convicted.

The defense claims Christo-
pher was under the influence of
Zoloft and couldn’t tell right from
wrong at the time of the slayings.

Zoloft maker Pfizer has vigor-
ously fought cases claiming anti-
depressants cause violent or sui-
cidal behavior.

And laptops for all

CT
HARTFORD — Gov. M.
Jodi Rell is proposing that

the state spend more than $15 mil-
lion to provide laptop computers
for all ninth- and 10th-grade En-
glish classrooms. Education Com-
missioner Betty Sternberg pro-
posed the project because the
state will eventually put the Con-
necticut Academic Performance
Test online. The tests measure
proficiency in math, reading and
science.

Teacher goals rewarded

MN
LA CRESCENT — Gone
are the days when teach-

ers’ salaries rose automatically
with years of experience, or aca-
demic credits. In this idyllic Mis-
sissippi River town, teachers get
an annual raise only if they set
and fulfill performance goals.

The idea of performance pay —
a notion once reviled by most
teachers — is getting a warmer re-
ception here.

Teachers are trying hard to
prove they’re worth the money,
from e-mailing parents to trying
out different styles for their stu-
dents.

Smell just too much

ME
FRENCHVILLE — North-
ern winds have been send-

ing a stench of manure from
across the Canadian border, and
the people in this St. John Valley
town are tired of holding their
noses.

Frenchville Town Manager Phil-
ip Levesque said the odor comes
from a chicken manure compost-
ing facility in New Brunswick.

People in the town of about
1,200 say smells from the plant
along the St. John River are so
bad when the north wind blows
outdoor activities are curtailed.

Levesque said the town is invit-
ing politicians and government of-
ficials from both sides of the St.
John River to meet with residents
Feb. 16 to air the issue.

Photos and stories from wire services

Denayah Wilson, 6, of Salina, Kan., plays at the Oakdale School playground

in Salina. Denayah’s father, Isaac Wilson, had taken a group of children out

for an evening of play in the unseasonably warm weather.

Tiffany Tran, 7, wearing a tradi-

tional Chinese dress, dances

during the Chinese New Year

Festival in Oakland, Calif.

Using his tractor and a chain saw, Ron Schultz of Lanark, Ill.,

reaches up to trim branches from a tree.

Festive attire

Hanging around

Stuck in the muck

Do not try this at home
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The Associated Press

U.S. technology industry sala-
ries continued dropping last
year, down 2.6 percent, but with
a notable niche of gains: Those
in the defense and government
tech sectors, according to an an-
nual salary survey of tech profes-
sionals.

The average tech field salary
was $66,300 last year, $3,100
less than in 2003, according to
the 2004 salary survey by Dice
Inc., a New York-based online
job recruiting company for tech
professionals.

But instead of taking a pay
cut, workers in government and
defense tech sectors saw a 2.9
percent gain, to $66,500 in 2004.

The financial industry contin-
ued to pay the most, at an aver-
age of $77,700 yearly.

Silicon Valley and New York
continued to offer the best tech
salaries, at $84,200 and $76,500
respectively. But Atlanta sup-
planted Boston as No. 3 on that
list, with an average annual sur-
vey of $75,500, $200 more than
Boston.

The results are from data col-
lected from 23,000 Dice.com
users last year.

Tech salary shifts

BY RACHEL KONRAD

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Less than a
month after announcing a price
hike that enraged small-business
owners, eBay Inc. said it would re-
duce some fees and promised to im-
prove customer service.

The online auction giant said in
a Web posting Sunday it would
credit $15.95 — the cost of a
one-month subscription — to
small-business owners who oper-
ate “eBay Stores” in April. EBay
also announced it would reduce
the minimum fee for inexpensive
auction items from 30 cents to 25
cents, starting Monday morning.

Bill Cobb, who became presi-
dent of eBay North America in De-
cember, said in an e-mail to eBay
buyers and sellers that the compa-
ny would provide more pricing de-
tails in upcoming weeks.

Although the company isn’t back-
ing off price hikes announced in
mid-January, the missive — post-
ed to a popular eBay community
site Sunday morning — struck a
conciliatory tone and might repair

bruised relations with small-busi-
ness owners.

“I’ve been … thinking hard
about how we can make sure eBay
remains a fun, safe place to trade,
and a prosperous home for our
many dedicated sellers,” Cobb
wrote. “We’re listening to every-
thing you have to say.”

In mid-January, eBay warned
sellers in a terse e-mail that the
monthly subscription fee for peo-
ple who operate “Basic eBay
Stores” would increase from $9.95
to $15.95, and the fee for a stan-
dard listing of 10 days would dou-
ble, from 20 cents to 40 cents.

The price hikes — which could
dent profits for thousands of
small-business owners who hawk
clothing, electronics and other
low-margin commodities on eBay
— are still expected to go into ef-
fect Feb. 18.

For the past three weeks, eBay
sellers have peppered executives
with angry e-mails, threatening to
increase the prices that buyers
pay, close their stores or defect to
auctions hosted by Yahoo.com or
plucky startups.

BY RACHEL BECK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — When Kellogg Co. announced plans
to bring back $1 billion in foreign profits to the United
States this year thanks to new corporate tax breaks, it
said it would use those funds to do such things as de-
velop new products and explore potential acquisi-
tions. It didn’t mention directing that money toward
creating jobs.

So much for all the hiring the government promised
when it gave corporate
America a tax holiday
this year by allowing com-
panies to repatriate their
earnings from abroad at a
tax rate of 5.25 percent

rather than at the usual rate of 35 percent.
Cereal maker Kellogg surely isn’t the only compa-

ny doing with its money as it sees fit, and chances
are it won’t be the last.

U.S. companies do billions of dollars in business
abroad, and the money they earn overseas doesn’t
have to be taxed by the United States until it is repa-
triated here. As a result, many companies haven’t
been quick to bring those profits back home.

That is, unless they have a good reason or a big in-
centive — like the one created as part of the Ameri-
can Jobs Creation Act that was signed into law in Oc-
tober.

Companies already are talking about the big
bucks they plan to repatriate. Johnson & Johnson ex-
pects to bring back $11 billion, while Scher-
ing-Plough Corp. estimated its total at $9.4 billion.

In total, the economists at Goldman Sachs expect
around $300 billion to be repatriated, though esti-
mates from other sources range from as high as
$600 billion to as low as $100 billion. As for the tax
implications, revenues are forecast to rise by $2.8
billion in fiscal 2005. But over the next nine years,
the U.S. Treasury is expected to lose $6.1 billion, ac-
cording to congressional estimates when the bill
was passed.

Lawmakers backing the “homeland reinvest-

ment” provision last year touted the idea of lower
tax rates as a way to encourage companies to repatri-
ate their earnings, and by putting extra money into
corporate coffers, the thought was that companies
would increase operating and investment activity
and add jobs to payrolls.

Yet the devil in all this comes in the details. When
it comes to the specifics in how the repatriated
funds should be used, it turns out that what is consid-
ered permissible probably won’t drive too many up-
swings in employment at all, and in some cases,
could even spur layoffs.

In fact, a Morgan Stanley survey that was re-
leased late last year found that none of the invest-
ment firm’s analysts believed that any of the compa-
nies they followed would use the repatriated earn-
ings for hiring.

So what can this money be used for? Capital in-
vestments, debt repayment, advertising and market-
ing all make the OK list issued by the U.S. Treasury
Department, as do acquisitions — which could actu-
ally hurt hiring because companies that merge tend
to slash staff when consolidating their operations.

The government also says the money can be put
toward the loosely defined category deemed “finan-
cial stabilization.” Analysts say that under that ban-
ner companies could use repatriated money to
cover shortfalls in their pension funding levels.

When using the repatriated funds, companies
aren’t required to ramp up spending in the permit-
ted areas. That means a company with a $500 mil-
lion advertising budget can use repatriated money
to cover those costs, which would then free up the
$500 million that it had originally earmarked for ad-
vertising to do with as it pleased.

So in a roundabout sort of way, the repatriated
earnings can go toward things like executive com-
pensation, share buybacks and dividend payments
— all of which aren’t permitted under the govern-
ment’s repatriation rules.

Good luck to those investors who want to figure
out what money is being spent where. Companies
don’t have to segregate repatriated funds from other
cash.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3109
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7628
British pound ...................................... $1.91
Japanese yen (Feb. 10) .................... 102.00
South Korean won (Feb. 9) .......... 1,000.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37699
British pound ................................... $1.8556
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2477
Denmark (Krone) .................................. 5.50
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 5.8153
Euro ........................................ $1.2775/0.7828
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7997
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 191.22
Iceland (Krona) .................................... 61.93
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3745
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 105.66
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29191
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 6.21
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 55.02
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6471
South Korea (Won) .......................... 1026.2
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.15
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 38.30
Turkey (New Lira) .............................. 1.3285

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold .................................................... $411.90
Silver ...................................................... $6.55

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ........................................ 3.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ........................................... 2.52
30-year bond .......................................... 4.37
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

AP

Perhaps in reaction to how a recent price hike was received by
small-business owners, San Jose, Calif.-based eBay Inc. announced
this week that it would reduce several fees and promised to improve
service for some customers of the online auction giant.

Firms follow function: No jobs
result from foreign-funds law

YOUR MONEY

TUESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,724.63 +8.87 +.08 -.54 +1.04
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,609.87 +7.74 +.21 -4.95 +23.55

352.91 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 353.19 +1.38 +.39 +5.45 +29.73
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,207.45 +6.54 +.09 -.59 +7.94
1,470.86 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,472.18 +3.28 +.22 +2.64 +19.14
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,086.68 +4.65 +.22 -4.08 +.55
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,202.30 +.58 +.05 -.79 +4.95

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 662.40 +2.05 +.31 -.14 +10.35
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 638.72 +2.10 +.33 -1.97 +7.74

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,859.16 +8.30 +.07 -.94 +6.06

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 70.17 -.56 +7.3
Armor Holdings ... 30 44.99 +.63 -4.3
Boeing 1.00 23 53.50 +1.00 +3.3
Computer Sciences ... 18 52.00 -.43 -7.8
Engineered Sup Sys .07 23 63.79 +2.13 +7.7
General Dynamics 1.44 17 106.02 +.88 +1.4
General Electric .88 23 36.43 +.20 -.2
Halliburton .50 ... 40.96 -.03 +4.4
Harris Corp. .48 28 64.95 +.45 +5.1
Allied Signal .83 22 37.51 -.18 +5.9
L-3 Communications .40 22 74.50 +.99 +1.7
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 58.70 +.56 +5.7
NorthrpG s .92 17 52.90 -.20 -2.7
Raytheon .80 41 37.90 -.45 -2.4
Rockwell Intl. .66 24 60.70 +1.36 +22.5
Sequa Corp. ... 35 58.15 +.69 -4.9
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.35 +.65 +3.0
Textron Inc. 1.40 29 74.95 +.54 +1.6
United Technologies 1.76 18 101.00 +.82 -2.3

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 840764 3.39 +.10
Pfizer 461091 25.55 +.64
GenElec 174693 36.43 +.20
TexInst 157688 25.35 +.65
ExxonMbl 152303 55.78 +.65
NortelN lf 148849 3.17 +.04
SprntFON 140724 24.17 +.22
ProctG s 140463 51.98 -.55
EMC Cp 119266 13.21 +.05
TimeWarn 112505 17.99 +.02

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 381587 120.21 +.14
SemiHTr 308860 33.19 +.54
WheatR g 72149 3.10 -.01
iShJapan 61367 10.49 -.06
Gurunet n 55285 20.51 -5.94
DJIA Diam 50041 107.25 +.24
iShRs2000 49415 127.06 +.31
SP Fncl 36807 30.32 -.12
OilSvHT 27163 90.12 +.52
BemaGold 24650 2.68 +.08

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Cisco 1025274 18.24 +.08
Intel 828804 23.41 +.50
SiriusS 703372 5.93 -.23
Nasd100Tr 677511 37.74 +.07
Microsoft 590917 26.24 +.08
Sina 439152 24.39 -2.96
Level3 436215 2.64 -.35
ApldMatl 428208 16.87 +.15
JDS Uniph 362335 2.01 -.01
Symantec s 325511 22.09 -1.51

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.86 -.09 -.9
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.43 +.08 -2.9
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.82 -.08 -2.3
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.58 +.03 -.7
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.43 +.01 +.2
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.18 ... -.2
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.74 +.12 -1.2
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.50 ... -1.5
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.21 ... +1.0
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.45 +.03 -2.6
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.23 +.02 -1.0
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.41 +.06 +.6
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.85 +.04 -.2
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.36 -.02 -1.1
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.75 +.05 -.5
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.83 -.01 -1.6
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.73 ... +.1
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.21 -.07 -2.4
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.29 +.02 -2.6
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.63 +.05 -1.7
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.11 +.01 +1.2
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.34 +.01 +1.0
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.70 +.02 +1.1
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.00 -.05 -1.5

EBay cuts several
fees as others rise

Commentary
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BY SUZY PATTERSON

The Associated Press

H
ow do you celebrate Valentine’s Day in Paris —
an obvious romantic destination for courting
lovers?

You can do just about anything from sharing
a baguette and a bottle of wine under a bridge by the
Seine to a multicourse dinner at an acclaimed restaurant
with wine selected from a well-stocked cellar.

Regardless of where you are, nobody notices when you
are stealing kisses, because that’s so Parisian. But if you
really want to do it in style, check out some of the follow-
ing options. Remember that the French devote as much
care to gastronomic pursuits as to love — pastimes that go
together here.

•Taillevent, temple of elegant dining. This renowned
monument to gastronomy near the Etoile-Arc de Tri-
omphe is a perennial winner with guidebook gourmets
and well-heeled honeymooners, whether French, Ameri-
can, Japanese or Russian. Service is elegant, never conde-
scending.

Opened in 1946 by Andre Vrinat in a 19th-century man-
sion, it once belonged to the Duc de Morny, an illegitimate
grandson of Napoleon Bonaparte. Morny used it as a
bachelor pad for trysts. The restaurant was named after
the first famous French 14th-century chef, Taillevent.
Vrinat’s son, Jean-Claude, the current owner, is an affable
host who enjoys sharing the mansion’s history.

Treats here include the boudin sausage of lobster and
salmon, with tarragon, plus a frothy emulsion of lobster
stock flavored with star anise; or an excellent Chalosse
duck foie gras with apricot marmalade and toast.

Other remarkable dishes by chef Alain Soliveres are a
barigoule, or fresh warm salad of baby artichokes with
crayfish; or a creamy pudding of crayfish with an Iranian
caviar topping and a perfect lobster sauce.

Main courses, such as roast veal chop with young car-
rots and arugula salad, sound deceivingly ordinary, but
are perfect in quality, sauces and execution. Desserts and
petits fours follow suit with sweet-tart flavors.

The wine cellar is legendary, but you can choose by
glass, carafe or bottle, according to taste and pocketbook.

Taillevent is in the galaxy of top prices, but worth it,
starting at about $140 or so a person, up to $200 or so for a
real blowout. Location: 15 rue Lamennais, Paris; phone
(+33) (0) 1 44-95-15 -01.

•1728, A fine romance in sensuous style. The elegant
restaurant 1728 is reasonably priced for its superb setting,
food and service. Named for the year the building was
constructed, it is also known as the former home of the
Marquis de Lafayette, champion of the American Revolu-
tion. Its fabulous and frivolous decor reeks of Mme. de
Pompadour, the powerful mistress of King Louis XV, who
rented the mansion in the mid-18th century.

The French capital offers dozens of appealing places to have a romantic lunch or dinner, such as this barge making its way along the Seine.

SEE ROMANCE, PAGE 22

An appetiteAn appetite

for Parisfor Paris

Food blends with romance in the City of Light

AP photos

Philippe Carre offers an oyster in his restaurant, Le Parc

a Huitres, in Paris.
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AP photos

A waitress gauges the readiness of a Paris restaurant called L’Espadon Bleu.

The cuisine by a chef from
Beijing is fusion at its very best,
mixing the best French ingredi-
ents with exotic spices and
herbs.

Fusion, in a French monu-
ment? “It’s working well,” said
the owner, Jean-Francois Chuet.
A high-powered French business-
man, he is married to Li-ning, a
Chinese classical musician who
runs the staff and reception with
a firm hand and chooses the
muted classical background
music.

Chuet loves the restoration he
invested in and the art he has
acquired for the building. Some
is for sale, but not the beautiful
recent bust of Lafayette by Pari-
sian sculptor Marc Deligny,
prominent in the restaurant’s
bar-entry.

“We’re like an art gallery,
restaurant and tea house,” says
Chuet.

In the gleaming new kitchen,
chef Gao-Lin turns out tempting
dishes like Duo Pompadour —
shelled Norway lobster tails with
carpaccio of sea bass, flavored
with dill, truffled olive oil, Thai
basil, spiced with a tad of cay-
enne, and sprinkled with Chinese
truffles.

Many seafood main courses
also vie with steak or game for
attention. A favorite is a spicy
beef fillet perched on a mound of
mashed potatoes finely dusted
with Chinese truffles. Fabulous
exotic fruit sorbets, dark choco-
late cake-puddings and me-
ringues wind up a sensuous
meal.

The limestone wine cellar is
stacked with 3,000 bottles, some
priceless, others reasonable.

“This was used as a prison
during the French Revolution,”
said Chuet, unlocking an iron
gate.

The main salons, however,
look suitable for tender trysts by
candlelight, or perhaps business
lunches for people from fashion
boutiques on the
nearby Faubourg
Saint Honore.

Menu is a la
carte. With a
glass of good
wine, plan to
spend $65 to
$100 a person;
several courses
and better bot-
tles will run $130
a person. Loca-
tion: 8 rue d’An-
jou, Paris; phone
(+33) (0) 1 40-17
-04-77.

•Les Art, a garden haven.
This elegant restaurant housed
in a former club for engineers,
near the Guimet Oriental Muse-
um and the Trocadero, boasts a
peaceful terrace for balmy sum-
mer days. In cool or rainy weath-
er, the classic indoor rooms are
spacious and chic. Service is
discreet, friendly and efficient.

On the reasonable $47 menu
(not including wine), a recent
tasting turned up a tender puff
pastry filled with wild mush-
rooms in a creamy-wine sauce,
main courses such as a succulent
slice of roast veal in light sauce
of veal reduction, celery and
chestnut purées on the side. The
guanaja dark chocolate tartlet
was positively voluptuous, and
the fresh peach and raspberry
soup with mint made a fresh
contrast.

With wine, prices range from
$50 to $100 a person. Location: 9
bis, Ave. d’Iena, Paris; phone
(+33) (0) 1 40-69-27-53.

•L’Espadon Bleu , Latin Quar-
ter Charm. L’Espadon Bleu
(which means “blue swordfish” )
offers delicious food in a small
yet spacious restaurant between
the Seine and the Odeon. It be-
longs to Jacques Cagna, famous
for his Michelin-guide-starred
establishment a few doors away.

When Cagna bought the Espa-
don a couple of years ago, it was
converted from an all-fish menu
and rather dreary decor into a
charming Mediterranean-style
spot in ochers and sea blues.

Fish is still important, but now
the menu includes
choices like osso
bucco with a
touch of orange
and fresh tagliatel-
li. Prices at lunch
are in the $40
range (wine
extra) for a set
menu, less than a
third the price of
Cagna’s flagship
restaurant.

A recent sam-
pling at lunch
included a won-
derful fresh cray-

fish salad with arugula greens
and excellent spicy vinaigrette; a
foie gras paté with small water-
cress salad, and small,
fresh-grilled sea bass with sor-
rel. The fish was perfectly
cooked, but was served whole,
and demanded skilled filleting at
the table to avoid tiny bones.

A good house white Pouilly
fume wine plus chocolate-pud-
ding cake and Granny Smith tart
apple compote with bitter- al-
mond ice cream completed the
superb, but not heavy lunch.

Prices are $50 to $90 a person.
Location: 25 rue des Grands
Augustins, Paris; phone (+33)
(0) 1-46-33-00-85.

•Le Parc a Huitres, oysters as
aphrodisacs. This unassuming
little oyster-shellfish bar be-
tween the Seine and the In-
valides might not seem a roman-

tic haven. But it’s great for a
quiet lunch or candlelight sup-
per and boasts the freshest, best
live oysters in town. In cinematic
Tom Jones-style, you can slurp
up the “pearl specials,” the “but-
terflies,” the flat belons, the
clams or cooked crabs with
house mayonnaise, while gazing
at your beloved.

The bar-restaurant has menus

at $23 and $36; your choices are
accompanied by great bread and
sweet butter, a glass of wine, and
can be topped off with a warm
apple tart from Poujauran, a
terrific nearby baker.

For those who are not keen on
oysters or the other shellfish
available, the little restaurant
(seating 22 maximum) also of-
fers the best fish soup east of

Brittany — complete with little
country-style toasts, fresh-
ground cheese, saffron and gar-
lic-flavored mayonnaise (rouil-
le), and extra garlic buds.

An a la carte lunch or dinner
sh ould not exceed $58 a person,
wine included. Location: 50
Blvd. de la Tour-Maubourg,
Paris; phone (+33) (0) 1-40-62-
93-97.

•Romance on the scenic
Seine. Hold hands, sip and taste,
as you cruise by the Eiffel Tower
and Notre Dame. Several tour
barges cruising the Seine offer
candlelit dinners, a good way to
sample Paris by night, though
food quality may vary.

The well-known Bateaux
Mouches — phone (+ 33) (0)
1-42-25-9610 — has a special
evening menu with music, wine
and service included for $160 a
person. Special lunches (week-
ends, holidays only) cost $65,
wine and service included.

The Capitaine Fracasse line —
(+ 33) (0) 1- 46-21-48-15 —
offers “gourmet” dinners for $50
a person weeknights or $76
Saturdays, wine not included.
Call for details on a higher-
priced Valentine’s Day dinner.

ROMANCE, FROM PAGE 21

When the guests arrive, tables at L'Espadon Bleu brim with eye-appealing treats.

Canada’s Marco Pelletier selects a Haut-Brion 1929 in the cellar of

Taillevent restaurant in Paris
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BY KAREN BRADBURY

Stars and Stripes

W
hen Feb. 14 looms, all
the folks with spouses
and sweethearts begin
to dream of romantic

getaways and candlelit dinners.

But according to data from the
U.S. Census Bureau, only 52 per-
cent of Americans older than 15
live with their legally married
spouses, and a full 28.6 percent
have never been married.

Factor in those with a deployed
spouse, along with those who are
widowed, separated, between rela-
tionships or otherwise not part of a
couple, and it’s evident that a siz-
able chuck of us will be spending
Valentine’s Day alone.

Cause for tears and heartache?
Hardly.

Whether with a friend of the
same sex or on your own, there’s
plenty to do on Valentine’s Day
weekend, which falls on Feb. 12-13
this year. And if you plan to take
advantage of any advertised spe-
cials, check to see if the promoter
will allow you to double up with a
buddy.

For example, many of the local
offices of the USO offer special trip
packages that can just as easily be
booked by friends sharing a room or
single travelers paying a small
supplementary charge. The “Valen-
tine’s Day in Paris” tour sponsored
by the USO in Kaiserslautern, Ger-
many, includes an overnight hotel
stay, city tour, dinner and a river
cruise for about $330. Same-sex
travelers can simply ditch the
long-stemmed rose from the table
and enjoy the lovely French cuisine
without worrying about overindulg-
ing in the presence of a partner’s
overcritical eye.

In fact, you might find the smatter-
ing of events listed below more
conducive to excursions with a
friend than with a partner.

In Derby, England, you can toast
your freedom and work on a date for
next Valentine’s Day by heading to
an event that draws people of like
interest. Beer lovers come in both
sexes, and tasting it can be fun,
educational and for a good cause.
The Campaign for Real Ale, or
CAMRA, holds a winter beer festival
in Derby from until Saturday.

CAMRA is an independent con-
sumer organization that champions
consumer rights in relation to the
beer and drinks industry, aiming to
promote quality, choice and appreci-
ation of traditional beers and ciders
as part of heritage and culture. If
you’re already booked this weekend,
CAMRA sponsors a variety of beer
festivals throughout the year
(www.camra.org.uk).

If your old love was figure skating,
you can recapture your childhood
dream of becoming a world-class
skater, or work on inspiring a new
generation, by gliding over to Mu-
nich to see “Holiday on Ice.” The
show’s theme is “Diamond Dreams,”

and it’s running through Sunday at
the Olympiahalle. At press

time, tickets
were still

available
through
www.mue
nchentick-
et.de.

For those who still love to skate, you can
show off your double Salchow at a rink set
up in front of the Hotel de Ville in Paris
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. Best of all, it’s
free. Skate rental is available
(www.paris-touristoffice.com).

If not skating, there’s tennis. The Open
Gaz de France takes place through Sunday
at the Stade Pierre de Coubertin in Paris.
The entrants in this women’s tournament
include last year’s Wimbledon champion
Maria Sharapova, this year’s Australian
Open winner Serena Williams, former No. 1
Amélie Mauresmo and Elena Dementieva.
Some seats are still available (www.open
gazdefrance.com).

Intrepid female travelers might be inter-
ested in learning more about their forebears.
The cycle of films titled “Cinéastes voyageus-
es des années 20-60” being screened at the
cinemas of the Centre Pompidou through
Sunday pay tribute to 16 female photogra-
phers, writers, filmmakers and journalists
who traveled the world between 1920 and
1950. These works tell us much about wom-
en’s contributions towards early documenta-
ry filmmaking. Saturday’s offering showcas-
es the work of Laura Bolton in the Arctic; on
Sunday, Marie-Alice Hackin’s film of archae-
ological expeditions to Afganistan is
screened. On both days, the work of Mary
Marvin Breckenridge Patterson, a war corre-
spondent for CBS during World War II, is
presented. (Web site: www.cnac-gp.fr)

Anglers, cast your sights on Verona, Italy.
There at the Exhibition Center, you will
find a show focusing on sport fishing
through Sunday. The fishing exhibition is
part of a larger event, the Nautical Show,
where boat lovers can lose themselves in a
world of yachts, inboard and outboard
motorboats, and sailboats of all descriptions
(www.nauticshow.com.)

American football is a manly sport, but it
has nothing on rugby. Rome is the venue
for one of the Six Nations Championship
games, where you can see Italy and Wales
(www.istc.org/sisp/?fx=event&event_id=1
07353) battle it out Saturday at Stadio
Flaminio. For something different: Women
also play rugby on a professional level. On
Sunday, England’s women take on France
at Imber Court near Twickenham, U.K.
(www.6nations.net).

The enjoyment of a concert wouldn’t be
diminished by attending with a same-sex
buddy. Anastacia will be raising the room
temperature a few degrees when she per-
forms Friday in Bolzano, Italy, and Sunday
in Graz, Austria. And old favorite R.E.M.
will may stir up a few memories when it
performs Saturday in Stuttgart, Germany.
To get tickets at such a late date, however,
you’d need to resort to using a ticket agen-
cy.

Those setting up house or in need of fresh
ideas for their old digs can check out “Ambi-
ente,” at the Frankfurter Messe Friday
through Tuesday. This exhibition of consum-
er goods is geared toward not only retailers
but all those in love with the world of de-
sign. Product groupings include table, kitch-
en, housewares, and gift articles, to name
only a few of the more than 100 exhibitions.
Running parallel to this in Messe Offenbach
is an exhibition of the latest trends in Asian
living (http://ambiente.messefrankfurt.
com).

Car lovers may wish to head to Amster-
dam to check out AutoRAI. Through Feb.
20, 11 exhibition halls full of automobiles
from 62 different makers including Aston
Martin, Corvette, Ferrari, Lotus and May-
bach are on display.

The show’s theme is “Excitement, Fun,
Inspiration and Passion,” and if you find
yourself just one of the four mentioned, that
wouldn’t be a bad day out, now, would it?
(www.autorai.nl).

E-mail Karen Bradbury at:
bradburyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil.
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BY LEAH LARKIN

Special to Stars and Stripes

“T
he food of the
gods” — that’s the
meaning of theo-
broma, the name

botanist Linnaeus gave the plant
that produces the cocoa bean.

Chocolate is sensuous, deca-
dent, sinfully delicious. It makes
you feel good, gives you a lift,
provides energy. And, it’s good
for you. In ancient times it was
the food of princes and the
wealthy, and even into the 20th
century this delicious sweet was
still a luxury indulgence re-
served for the upper classes.

No wonder it makes an ideal
Valentine’s Day gift.

Today, the Swiss are said to
produce the world’s finest choco-
late — and are the world’s big-
gest consumers of it. They con-
sume about 26 pounds per per-
son per year, more than any
other nationality. Americans
consume a mere 11½ pounds per
capita a year.

No Swiss chocolate can be
called shabby, but perhaps the
best comes from Confiserie
Sprüngli, the country’s most
famous producer of exclusive
chocolates.

This small family-owned com-
pany, which has been making
fine chocolates for 169 years, has
16 shops in Zurich, and recently
opened one in Basel and another
in Zug.

“We are a small company
producing handcrafted luxury
chocolate, one of the most impor-
tant brands,” says Sprüngli CEO
Tomas Prenosil.

“We don’t export. You can’t
buy our products in department
stores…. We have very strict
quality control which is why we
can produce such a lovely prod-
uct.”

Prenosil waxes poetic on his
company’s coveted “truffes du
jour,” chocolate truffles that are
never more than 24 hours old.

“It’s such a pure, lovely, inno-
cent product. I’m very proud of
it,” he says of this prized confec-
tion, made with only fresh cream
and chocolate. He says he eats
“one or two” every day.

Actually, Prenosil doesn’t
“eat” choco-
late, he
“savors” it.
And he
describes
the way it
should be
consumed as
if he were
talking about
a fine wine.

“Enjoying
chocolate
starts with
the eyes,” he
says. “What does it look like?

Observe the color. Does it shine

like silk?”

Then move on to the nose. The

smell should be full and round-

ed. “Bad cocoa butter stinks,” he

says. Bite into the chocolate. The

edges should break clean. The

surfaces should not crumble.

Don’t swallow it all at once, he
cautions. “Let the chocolate melt
in your mouth. Inhale through
your mouth. Exhale through
your nose. Give the chocolate
time to develop its flavors in
your mouth,” he says.

Repeat the process with the
next bite. If it’s quality chocolate,
you’ll have the wonderful choco-
late flavor in your mouth for
hours, he says.

Many Swiss companies pro-
duce chocolate in other parts of
the world, but only chocolate
produced in Switzerland adher-
ing to strict production standards

can right-
fully be
called
“Swiss
chocolate.”

What
about
Belgian
chocolate?
Prenosil
graciously
acknowl-
edges that
the coun-
try to the

north produces excellent choco-
late, too, and that it is probably
as good as Swiss chocolate. The
difference is marketing, he says,
with companies such as the
Belgian Godiva spending big
bucks on marketing and advertis-
ing, and opening up stores
around the world.

“You don’t see retail shops in

the U.S. for Swiss chocolate like
you do for Godiva,” he points
out.

Sprüngli has no interest in
going global, and it’s all about
safeguarding excellence. The
average shelf life of its chocolate
is just three weeks. It uses no
additives to prolong shelf life,
Prenosil explains, because that
would compromise quality and
flavor.

Quality costs. A tiny bag of six
Sprüngli “today’s truffles” goes
for 9.20 Swiss francs — about
$8.25.

While no one really knows
who invented chocolate candy,
the Swiss get credit for discover-
ing milk chocolate. They still
prefer lighter chocolate, but
Sprüngli is trying to convert
them to the dark variety. “Grand
Cru,” an assortment of chocolate
made with four different kinds
of dark chocolate, each from a
different country (Madagascar,
Venezuela, Cuba and Ecuador)
is being promoted in a classy
black and gold box.

Sprüngli also just launched
another new dark chocolate
product: “Truffes Cru Sauvage,”
truffles made with cocoa beans
that grow wild in the Amazon
region of Bolivia.

Pick up some for your Valen-
tine and give it a try. You’ll both
be glad you did.

Leah Larkin, a member of the Society of
American Travel Writers, is a journalist

living in France.

Producer safeguards the quality of its fine chocolate
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A customer checks out the chocolate at one of Confiserie Sprüngli’s

shops in Zurich, Switzerland.

Above:

Confiserie

Sprüngli’s

truffles should

be sold within

24 hours of

being made,

and consumed

within 24

hours of that.

Left: The

company’s

Grand Cru

chocolate

assortment is

made with

cocoa beans

from four

countries, and

it is sold only

in Switzerland.

More on chocolate

Switzerland’s classy confection

• Nineteenth-century natural-
ist Alexander von Humboldt said
of cocoa: “Nature has nowhere
concentrated such an abundance
of the most valuable foods in
such a limited space as the cocoa
bean.”

Indeed chocolate is full of
important and energy-giving
substances, including calcium,
magnesium, phosphorus, iron,
copper and vitamins A, B1, B2,
C, D and E. It contains a small
amount of theobromine, which
has an invigorating effect. It
provides energy, satisfies food
cravings between meals, enhanc-
es concentration and boosts
stamina.

• In southern Switzerland, the
“chocolate train,” a nostalgic
Belle Époque train, runs from
Montreux to Gruyère from June
through October. It stops in the
town of Broc for a visit to the
Nestlé/Cailler chocolate factory.
For hygienic reasons, you do not
tour the factory where chocolate
is being made, but you view a

multilingual film on the manufac-
ture of chocolate, and there’s lots
of delicious free chocolate to
sample at the end of the visit.
The shop offers Cailler or Nestlé
candy bars at factory prices.
More information at
www.mob.ch or by calling (+41)
(0) 21-989-8190.

You can visit the Broc factory
on its own, without the train ride.
Weekday hours are 9-11 a.m. and
1:30-4 p.m. May through Octo-
ber. Reserve by calling (+41) (0)
26-921-5151.

• Also in southern Switzerland
at Caslano-Lugano is the Schoko
Land Museum, the Alprose Choc-
olate Museum. Details at www.
alprose.ch.

• More information on
Sprüngli is at www.confiserie-
spruengli.ch. Chocolate can be or-
dered at kundendienst@
spruengli.ch.

• More information on Swiss
chocolate is at www.chocosuisse.
ch.

— LEAH LARKIN
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BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

S
itting at a cafe a few years ago, with a Proven-
cal sun beating down from a deep blue sky, I
was pretty sure that Arles, France, was the
most perfect spot on earth.

Part of it might have been that it was early March,
and we were escaping a cold, damp German winter
with a trip to the Riviera. We had left the crazy carni-
val of Nice for a couple of days to see the Roman
sights at Nîmes and Arles. Sipping a glass of rosé
and watching the world go by, it
seemed it couldn’t get much better
than this.

A couple of years went by, and on
a recent vacation in nearby
St.-Remy-de-Provence, we decided
to take a day trip to Arles, and see if
it could live up to the memories.

As chance would have it, the pre-
ceding days had been cold, cloudy
and wet, but as we headed to Arles,
the sky was blue and the sun was
heating the autumn air.

The city had not changed much
since the last visit, but why should it
have? Arles dates to about the sixth
century B.C., when Greeks from
Marseille settled it. The Romans
took over in 49 B.C., and their reign
over the city lasted until the eighth
century. Later there was a Kingdom
of Arles, and still later the town was
ruled by the counts of Provence.

Vincent van Gogh lived here for
about a year in 1888, painting many
of his famous works. Today Arles is
the rice-growing capital of France
and features some of the Provence’s
top cultural events, with the Camar-
gue bull races, bullfights during the Easter and rice
festivals and the International Photo Festival, to
name a few.

The old town of Arles is easily seen on foot, simply
by wandering through its narrow lanes.

The St. Trophime church is not too bad as far as
churches go, but you can see the best part of it with-
out even entering. Its ornately carved 12th century
doorway is a classic example of the Provencal Ro-
manesque style. Check out all the exquisite crea-
tures carved on it. The cloisters next door are also

worth a look.
Next we strolled up to the Roman Theater, but it

was closed for lunch, so we wandered past shops
selling Provence souvenirs to the first-century
Roman amphitheater. It measures 446 feet by 351
feet and could once seat more than 20,000 spectators
for fun and games. Since it’s still used for bullfights
and the Camargue Races, it’s not hard to imagine
what it was like in the days of the gladiators. Climb
to the top tier for a great panoramic view of the
arena and Arles.

By now, most of the tourists and locals had settled
down for lunch. Arles is dotted with plenty of cafes

and restaurants to choose from, but
having had a late breakfast, we chose
to wander around town for a while.
We passed through the Place du
Forum, home of a statue of writer
Frederic Mistral and the Café van
Gogh, painted by the artist in 1888.

We finally had lunch at the cafe at
Espace Van-Gogh. Once a hospital
where van Gogh was treated in 1889,
it is now a center housing archives, a
library, an academic center and
shops. Its courtyard garden has been
replanted to look like his painting
“Garden of Arles Hospital.”

Following an after-lunch coffee at
the Café van Gogh — not cheap, but
it is the subject of one of my favorite
van Gogh paintings — we returned to
the theater.

Much of the original Roman the-
ater has disappeared through the
years. Built in the first century B.C.,
it was in use as a quarry by the fifth
century. Later houses were built over
it, and it was not excavated until the
mid-1800s. In its time, though, it
must have been magnificent. Measur-

ing 335 feet in diameter, it could seat 12,000. Today,
a modern grandstand has been built inside and the-
ater is still performed among its ancient stones.

Later we did some souvenir shopping — Arles is a
good place to pick up Provencal specialties, such as
colorful tablecloths, salt from the Camargue and
absinthe — and some more wandering, before head-
ing back to St. Remy.

Maybe Arles is not the best spot on earth, but on a
mild, sunny day, it comes pretty darn close.

E-mail Michael Abrams at: abramsm@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

The Rue del’ Amphitheater in Arles lead

the end of the 1st century.

The Roman theater in Arles was built

ple. In the summer, theater is still performe

The Cafe Van Gogh on the

Place du Forum in Arles was

the subject of a painting by van

Gogh in 1888.

agreeable

Arles

Blue shutters give a splash of color to a building across from the arena in Arles, France.

Two columns still stand amid the

ruins of the 1st century B.C.

Roman theater in Arles. Today,

theater is once again performed

here.
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•Where: Arles is in southern
France. Driving from Germany,
head past Lyon on Autoroute A-7
until Orange, then take A-9 to
Nîmes and A-54, or highway
N113, to Arles. Coming from Italy
or the Riviera, take A-8 past
Aix-en-Provence to A-7, head
north to Salon-de-Provence, and
take A-54 to Arles. At St.-Martin-
de-Crau A-54 will turn into N-113.
All the autoroutes mentioned are
toll roads.

•When to go: All year, but late
winter to late autumn is the best.
A good, but busy time to visit, is
during the Feria de Pâques (Eas-
ter Festival) and the Feria du Riz
(Rice Festival) from Sept. 9-11,
this year, with bullfighting in the
arena.

• On the Web: www.tourisme.

ville-arles.fr/UK is the city’s En-
glish language site.

— MICHAEL ABRAMS

A modern fountain in the Jardin d’Ete park shows a reflection of the tower

and walls of the Roman Theater in Arles.

These fellows decorate the facade of the St. Trophime church.

A sign advertises a restaurant in

Arles, which boasts many good

restaurants offering typical French

cuisine and specialities of the

Provence.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

leads to the city’s famed Roman amphitheater, the Arenes, which dates to

built around 25 B.C. It was 335 feet in diameter and could seat 12,000 peo-

performed here.

If you go to Arles, France
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COMPILED BY
KAREN BRADBURY

Stars and Stripes

The following information was
provided by ski clubs and MWR
Outdoor Recreation offices. Costs
generally assume double occupan-
cy; singles may pay more.

The fastest way to add, correct or
update a listing is to send informa-
tion by e-mail to: travel@mail.
estripes.osd.mil. You also may fax
it to: (+49) (0) 6155-601-416. If you
have questions, please call (+49) (0)
6155-601-380.

Clubs

ITALY

AVIANO SKI CLUB

Area:
Northern Italy

Web site: www.avianoskiclub.com

Telephone: 0434 366 185 (Gloria
Leonarduzzi, Vice President)

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Lake Bled,
Slovenia, $190; March 11-13,
Molltaler Glacier, Austria, $120.

GERMANY

FRANKFURT INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB

Telephone: 069-9720-3669

E-mail: info@fiscweb.org

Web site: www.fiscweb.org

Trips: Feb. 18-20, Verbier, Swit-
zerland, 195 euros; Feb. 18-21,
Crans- Montana, 265 euros; Feb.
25-27, Zell am See, Austria, 200
euros; Feb. 26-March 5, Banff,
Alberta, Canada, 790 euros; March
4-6, Disentis/Sedrun, Switzerland,
185 euros; March 10-13, Cha-
monix, France, 295 euros; March
11-13, Flims-Laax, Switzerland,
195 euros; March 18-20, Klosters,
Switzerland, 255 euros; March
24-28, St. Moritz, Switzerland, 340
euros; March 26-April 2, Val
Thorens, France, 485 euros; April
1-3, St. Anton II, Austria, 195
euros; April 8-10, Lech, Austria,
205 euros; April 14-17, Zermatt,
Switzerland, 295 euros; April
28-May 1, Ischgl, Austria, 270
euros; June 16-19, Chiemsee
Adventure, Germany, 285 euros;
July 1-4, Sächsische Schweiz,
Germany, 265 euros. These are first
sign-up prices; prices then increase
by 10 euros. Airfare is not included
in price of Banff trip.

GRAFENWÖHR SKI
AND SNOWBOARDING CLUB

Area: Grafenwöhr/Vilseck

Telephone: DSN 476- 1560, or
civilian 0964-1831560

E-mail: GRAFSKICLUB@
hotmail.com

Trips: Feb. 17-25, Dolomites,
Italy, price TBA; March 18-20,
Zell am See, Austria, price TBA.

HEIDELBERG
INTERNATIONAL SKI CLUB

Telephone: 06202-577-8422 or
06221-57-5352, or DSN 370-5352

E-mail: president@heidelbergski.
com
Web site: www.heidelbergski.com

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Bad Hof-
gastein, Austria, 325 euros; Feb.
18-21, Flims-Laax, Switzerland,

225 euros; Feb. 20-26, St. Veit II,
Austria, 400 euros; March 4-6, Zell
am See, Austria, 190 euros; March
18-20, Davos/Klosters, Switzer-
land, 245 euros; March 19-26,
Tignes, France, 765 euros; April
1-3, Engelberg, Switzerland, 285
euros; April 8-10, Arlberg, 210
euros; April 9-16, Val Thorens,
France, (200-340 euros); April 29-
May 1, Ischgl (220 euros); May
27-30, Bodensee (290 euros).

KAISERSLAUTERN SKI CLUB

Telephone: 06303-4751

E-mail: carperb@msn.com

Web site: www.ktownskiclub.com

Trips: Feb. 17-21, Chamonix,
France, 430 euros; Feb. 26-March
5, Trois Vallées, France, 480 euros;
March 18-20, Lenzerheide, Swit-
zerland, 210 euros; April 1-3,
Verbier, Switzerland, 150 euros;
April 22-24, Lech, Austria, 215
euros. A non-refundable 50-euro
deposit is required for all trip
sign-ups.

LABER SKI CLUB

Area: Southern Germany, Austria
and northern Italy

Telephone: CIV 08822 9481 3100,
DSN 440-2366

E-mail: President Tim Payne at
Payne.timothy@
natoschool.nato.int

Web site: www.natoschool.nato.int,
select "NATO School Lodge & Com-
munity Club"

Trips: Feb. 12, Ratschings, Aus-
tria; Feb. 25-27, Switzerland
(TBD); March 6, Seefeld, Austria;
March 12, Ischgl, Austria; March
19-20, Passo Pordoi, Italy; April 2,
Zugspitz, Germany.

MANNHEIM INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB

Telephone: Janet-Anne Boykin
at 06206-75268

E-mail: boykinjanj@hotmail.com

Web site: http://iski.no-ip.info

Trips: Feb. 18-21, St. Anton,
Austria, 180 euros, bed and break-
fast; March 4-6, Lech/Zurs/St.
Anton, Austria, 130 euros; March
11-13, Montafon, Austria, 130
euros; March 18-20, Verbier,
Switzerland, 140 euros; April 9-16,

Meribel, France, price TBA.

PATCH SKI CLUB

Area: Stuttgart

Telephone: DSN 430-5789

E-mail: info@psc-ski.org

Web site: www.patchskiclub.org

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Jungfrau,
Switzerland, 230 euros; March 4-6,
Gstaad, Switzerland, 200 euros;
March 17-20, Chamonix, France,
390 euros; April 7-10, St. Moritz,
Switzerland, April 7-10, April
9-16, Val Thorens, France, 320
euros; April 29-May 1, Ischgl,
Austria, 220 euros; May 27-30,
Lermoos, Austria, 200 euros; May
27-30, Siegi Golf I-St.Veit, Austria,
260 euros.

TANNENBAUM SKI CLUB

Area: Kaiserslautern Military Com-
munity, Eifel, Baumholder, Man-
nheim regions, Rheinland-Pfalz and
Spangdahlem

E-mail: David Hanavan, dave@
tannenbaumskiclub.com

Telephone: 06301-3478

Web address:
www.tannenbaumskiclub.com

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Verbier-4
Valleys, Switzerland, 210 euros;
Feb. 18-21, Portes des Soleil,
France, 245 euros; Feb. 18-21,
Bad Gastein, Austria, 235 euros;
March 4-6, Jungfrau, Switzerland,
160 euros; March 11-13,
Flims-Laax, 185 euros; April 1-3,
Engelberg, Switzerland, 200 euros;

April 8-10, St. Anton, Austria, 165
euros; April 29-May 1, Ischgl,
Austria, 205 euros. All trips are by
bus except the Siegi trips, which are
U-drives. U-drive arrangements can
be made for other trips.

WESTPFALZ INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB

Area: Kaiserslautern Military Com-
munity

Web site: www.westpfalzskiclub.
org

Telephone: 06371-598537

E-mail: kdsowell@interquest.de

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Jungfrau,
Switzerland, 230 euros; March
6-12, St. Veit, Austria, 390 euros,
including ski school; March 11-13,
Zell Am See, Austria, 220 euros;
April 8-10, Lech, Austria, 220
euros; April 29-May 1, Ischgl,
Austria, 215 euros.

WÜRZBURG INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB

Telephone: 0932 19244525

E-mail: wskiclub@hotmail.com

Web site: www.wskiclub.org

Trips: Feb. 18-21, Verbier, Swit-
zerland, 220 euros; March 4-6,
Jungfrau, Switzerland, 190 euros;
March 14-20, St. Moritz, Switzer-
land, 400 euros; April 29-May 1,
Ischgl, Austria, 230 euros; May
13-15, Landeck, Austria, price
TBA; May 28-31, St Veit, Austria,
price TBA.

Ski Clubs&Events

Courtesy of www.swiss-image.ch

A happy skier carves on the Gemsstock above Andermatt in Canton Uri, Switzerland.

Tell us!

Do you have a favorite ski
area/resort? We’d like to know
about it. Please send us the
name of the resort, the loca-
tion, why you like it and any
tips you have for other skiers.
Include your name, current
location and phone (for our
verification purposes only).
The e-mail address is: travel@
mail.estripes.osd.mil.

We also welcome jpeg imag-
es (min. 400 dpi) of you and
your group skiing the resort or
enjoying the aprés ski scene.

SEE SKI, PAGE 30
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BY KAREN BRADBURY

Stars and Stripes

Send listings via e-mail at least
two weeks ahead of the desired
publication date to travel@mail.es-
tripes.osd.mil. If you have ques-
tions, call (+49) (0) 6155-60-268.

GERMANY
Baumholder Outdoor Recre-
ation: Feb. 12, Amsterdam Ex-
press, $85 adults, children half price.
Call DSN 485-7182 or CIV 06783-
6-7182 or visit www.armygermany.
Giessen- 284th BSB Outdoor
Recreation: March 5, Wachters-
bach ceramic factory and chicken
farm restaurant, $20 adults, $15
children 4-11, $5 under 3 years;
March 12, Garmisch overnight,
$139/89/49; March 12, Cologne
Sightseeing, $25/20/10, March 19,
Dachau Concentration Camp and
BMW Museum, $49/39/19; March
26, Rothen-
burg tour,
$25/20/10. Call
DSN
343-8282/8207
or CIV
0641-402-8202
/8207.

Hanau Out-
door Recreation and Leisure
Travel: March 12-13, Amsterdam
night life trip, adults 18+ only; $129.
Call DSN 322-6015, CIV
06183-51-6015.

Kaiserslautern Outdoor Recre-
ation: Feb. 26, Rothenburg, Ger-
many volksmarch, $40; March 4-6,
Paris with optional cycling tour,
prices start at $179; March 11,
after work spa night, $35; March
17-20, Prague, prices start at
$145; March 27, trout fishing,
$35.Call DSN 489-7751 or CIV
0631- 536-7751.

Katterbach Outdoor Recreation:
Feb. 24, Würzburg Exchange.
Transportation free. Call DSN
467-3225 or CIV 09802-83- 3225.

Mannheim Outdoor Recreation:
March 12 and 26, April 16 and
30 paintball play days, ODR paint-

ball field, $15 with own equipment,
$20 with ODR equipment; April 23,
indoor climbing wall in Mannheim;
April 24, Europa Amusement Park,
$30 for bus, plus
park admission
fee of 26 euros
adults, 16 euros
children 4-11.
Call DSN
38l-7215/7232 or
CIV 0621-730-
7215/ 7232.

Ramstein (KMC) RTT Destina-
tions Unlimited: Feb. 12, 20
and 27, Rhine Castles, cruise and
wine tasting, $89; Feb. 12, King
Ludwig's castles (Neuschwanstein
and Linderhof) including stop at the
Wieskirch, $99; Feb. 18-20, Pra-
gue and Karlovy Vary, Czech Re-
public, $189; Feb. 19-20, Brussels
and Brugge, $169; Feb. 26, tour of
Cochem Castle and knight's dinner,
$89; Feb. 19, Jailhouse Bash,
entertainment in a 19th-century
debtor's prison in Rüdesheim, includ-
ing dinner and beverages, $89,
adults only.

Flight tours from Frankfurt: March
13-20, Moscow and St. Peters-
burg, 1049 euros (flight, hotels,
overnight train, admissions, tours
and lunches); April 8-15, Egypt,
1139 euros (flight, hotels, tours,
admissions, three-day Nile cruise);
April 9-16, Beijing and Xi'an,
China, including Great Wall, Forbid-
den City, Xi'an's Terra Cotta War-
riors, 1329 euros for flight, tours,
admissions, many meals.

For all tours, contact DSN
480-6330/489-7064/496-7719, or
visit www.RTTtravel.com.

Spangdahlem Information, Tick-
ets and Travel: Feb. 12, dinner
and wine tasting in the Mosel Valley,
$58; Feb. 18-19, Prague city and
shopping, $90 adults, $85 children;
Feb. 19, Strasbourg, $39; Feb.
25-26, Berlin express, $105 adults,
$95 children; Feb. 26, medieval
dinner in Cochem Castle, $79; Feb.
26-27, Amsterdam and Brugge
with overnight stay, $179 adults,
$159 children. Call DSN 452-6567
or CIV 06565-61-6567.

Wiesbaden Outdoor Recreation:
Feb. 14 and March 6, ice skating
trip to Frankfurt; March 1, rock
climbing in Nieder Olm; March 6
and 19, fishing in Limburg; March
8, 22, and 29, bouldering trip to
Nieder Olm; March 10, 13, 17,
24 and 31, swimming in Frankfurt;
March 27, large trout fishing in
Limburg. Call DSN 337-5760 (Wies-
baden Army Airfield) or DSN
334-5818 (Anderson Barracks,
Dexheim).

USO Kaiserslautern: Feb. 12,
Bern, Switzerland, with fondue
dinner, $109 adults, $99 children;
Feb. 12, Brussels tour, $69 adults,
$59 children; Feb. 12, Speyer tour,
$45; Feb. 19, Military Heritage Tour
to Bastogne, site of the Battle of the
Bulge, $69; Feb. 19, Castles Ho-
henschwangau and Neuschwan-
stein, $109 adults, $99 children;
Feb. 19, Cologne tour, $49 adults,
$39 children; Feb. 19, Amsterdam
tour, $99 adults, $89 children; Feb.
19-20, overnight tour to Paris for
Black History Month, including hotel,
river cruise and buffet breakfast,
$279 adults (double); $269 child,
$90 single supplement; Feb. 24,
German train orientation and trip to
Trier, $25; Feb. 26, German train
orientation and trip to Heidelberg,
with castle and city tour, $39 adult,
$29 child; Feb. 26, Luxembourg
city tour and military cemetery, $49
adult, $39
child; Feb.
26, Mu-
nich city
tour and
Dachau Concentration Camp, $69;
Feb. 26, Rhine River Fortresses
Marksburg and Ehrenbreitstein, $49
adults; $45 child; March 3, German
train orientation and trip to Heidel-
berg, $25; March 5, city tour and
shopping in Lucerne, Switzerland,
$89 adult, $79 child; March 5,
Military Heritage Tour, Nuremberg
and the Third Reich, $69; March 5,
Easter egg market in Michelstadt,
ivory museum and count's castle,
$59 adults, $49 children; March 5,
Paris city tour, $99 adults, $95
children; March 5, Trier city tour,
$49 adults, $45 children; March

12, Cochem Castle tour and wine
tasting, $55 adult, $45 child; March
12, German train orientation and
trip to Speyer with city tour, Technik
Museum and IMAX Theater, $39
adult, $35 child; March 12, Maas-
tricht, Holland, city tour, $59 adults,
$55 child; March 20, theatre
evening in Frankfurt, "The Complete
History of America (Abridged)," $59;
April 7-11, two nights in London,
$449 adults, $429 children, single
supplement $160; April 12-17,
Italian Spring Fling: Rome, Pompeii,
Sorrento, Capri, Pisa and Florence,
$699 adults, $679 children, single
supplement $195; April 23-24,
Holland overnight including Keuken-
hof Gardens, flower parade and
Delft; $249 adults, $229 children,
single supplement $35. Contact the
USO at Vogelweh, DSN 489-6033,
CIV 0631-536- 6033; Ramstein
DSN 480-6326, CIV 06371- 42623;
Landstuhl DSN 486-8240, CIV
06371-63463, Kleber Kaserne, DSN
483-7397, CIV 0631-46237, Pulaski
Barracks, DSN 489-7233, CIV
0631-536-72
33, Tours
Office phone:
DSN
489-7640,
CIV 0631-536-7640.

USO Rhein-Neckar (Darms-
tadt-Heidelberg-Mannheim):
Feb. 12, Valentine overnight at
Hirschhorn castle, $130 per person
double occupancy; Feb. 15, Man-
nheim orientation, $5; Feb. 18,
Evelin's wellness spa, $29 for trans-
portation; Feb. 19, Paris Overnight,
$269; Feb. 19, medieval dinner at
Schloss Auerbach, 57.50 euros
adults; 29 euros children 3-11; Feb.
19, Heidelberg orientation; $10;
Feb. 21, Eichbaum brewery tour,
$15; Feb. 22, Weinheim orienta-
tion; $10; Feb. 23, Shopping in
France with visit to farmers market
and Alsacian pottery shops; $35;
Feb. 26, shopping in Mettlach with
Villeroy and Bochs, Lands End, and
Birkenstock outlets, $29. Contact
USO Darmstadt at DSN 348-7918;
USO Heidelberg at DSN 370-7924;
or USO Mannheim at DSN
385-3195.

Tours/Outdoors

SKI, FROM PAGE 29

Outdoor
Recreation
ITALY

VICENZA OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 12 and March 19,
Alleghe, Italy; Feb. 19, March 5
and 26, Obereggen, Italy; March
12 and April 2, San Martino, Italy;
DSN 634-7453.

GERMANY

BAUMHOLDER OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Feb. 19 and
March 26, Feldberg, $65 adults,
$45 children; Feb. 25-27 and
March 11-13, Interlaken, Switzer-
land, $125 transport and equipment
rental, hostel lodging $25 per night,
lift passes, two days for 72 euros.
DSN 485-7182.

GIESSEN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 19-21, Garmisch,
Germany, $199 adult, $109 children

4-11, $49 under 3; Feb. 26,
Garmisch, Germany, one night in
Edelweiss Lodge, $139/ $89/$49.
Feb. 26, Winterberg, Germany,
$59. DSN 343-8202.

HANAU OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 24-25 and 28-29,
Black Forest, Germany, $109
adults, $89 children; March 4-6,
Stubaital, Austria including transpor-
tation, hotel, breakfast and dinner,
and two days skiing, adult $159,
child 6-12 $129, under 5 years $69,
March 17-20, Dolomiti Bellamon-
te, Italy, including transportation, two
hotel nights with breakfast and
dinner, and two days of skiing,
$199/$179/$69, $30 single room
supplement. Lessons available:
skiing $45 per person for 4 hours
per day; snowboarding, $59 per
person, 6 hours per day. DSN
322-6015 or CIV 06183-516015.

KAISERSLAUTERN OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Feb. 12, March
12 and 23, express to Engelberg,
Switzerland, $55 adults, $45 chil-
dren; Feb. 18-21, Lauterbrunnen,
Switzerland, $195; Feb. 19 and

March 19, express to Jungfrau,
Switzerland, $55 adults, $45 chil-
dren; Feb. 20, March 2 and 18,
express to Feldberg, Germany, $45
adults, $35 children; Feb. 23,
express to La Bresse, France, $45
adults, $35 children; Feb. 25-27,
St. Anton, Austria, $195; Feb. 26,
express to Garmisch, Germany, $55
adults, $45 children; March 4-6,
Garmisch, Germany, $189; March
5 and 26, express to St. Anton,
Austria, $55 adults, $45 children;
March 11-13, Lauterbrunnen,
Switzerland, $169; March 17-20,
Zermatt, Switzerland, $259; March
25-27, Flims-Laax, Switzerland,
$199. DSN 489-7751 or CIV
0631-536-7751.

KATTERBACH OUTDOOR REC-
REATION: Feb. 12, day trip to
Garmisch, Germany; $30 for bus trip
and ski rental. Feb. 18-21, Austria
(BOSS), $289 including bus, hotel,
lift and rentals. DSN 467-3225 or
CIV 09802-83-3225.

MANNHEIM OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 12 and 19 and
March 5 and 19, Feldberg, Germa-

ny, $35 plus lift; Feb. 12; Single
Soldier 2-for-1 special to Feldberg,
$35 plus lift; Feb. 19 and 26,
March 12 and 26 and April 2
and 10, Engelberg, Switzerland,
$50 plus lift; Feb. 21; family trip to
Feldberg, $25 plus lift; March 19,
teen trip to Feldberg ($25 plus lift).
DSN 381-7215 or 381-7232, CIV
0621-730-7215 or 0621-730-7232.

NATO SCHOOL RECREATION
CENTRE, OBERAMMERGAU:
ski packages in Garmisch/Bavaria,
including: Feb. 19-20, beginner ski
lessons, 28 euros, lift 13 euros;
Feb. 12-13 and 26-27, beginner
snowboarding lessons, 28 euros, lift
13 euros. Adult (16 and up) lessons
include 1.5 days of beginner instruc-
tion. CIV 08822-9481-3102.

RAMSTEIN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION (KMC): Feb. 12, Feldberg,
Black Forest, $60 including lift. DSN
480-5705 or CIV 06371-47-5705.

SPANGDAHLEM OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Feb. 18-20 and
March 11-13, Gstaad, Switzer-
land, $265 dorms, $344 doubles, 25

percent discount for children under
12; March 11-13, Black Forest,
Feldberg, Germany, $275 doubles.
DSN 452-7170 or CIV
06565-61-7176.

STUTTGART OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 18-21, St. Gallen-
kirch, Austria, price TBA; March 12
and 18 and April 2, St. Gallen-
kirch, Austria, $30 with equipment
rental, $15 without; April 10-17,
St. Gallenkirch, Austria, $590 adults,
$295 children. DSN 431-2774.

WIESBADEN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 12, 26 and March
26 Engelberg, Switzerland, $55;
Feb. 16, snowboard maintenance
clinic, $15; Feb. 19-20 and
March 19-20, Feldberg, Germany,
Black Forest, $175; March 5, 12,
and 19 Black Forest (Feldberg),
$45; March 9 and 23, ski mainte-
nance clinic; March 11-13, ski trip
to the U.S. Forces Ski and Snow-
board Championship in Garmisch;
March 18-20, heli-skiing in Swit-
zerland. Call DSN 337-5760 (Wies-
baden Army Airfield) or DSN
334-5818 (Anderson Barracks,
Dexheim).

Italy

USO Naples: Feb. 12-13, Sweet-
heart Weekend with overnight in
Florence and tour, 169 euros (over
18 only); Feb. 19-20, Umbria, with
visits to Assisi, Perugia and Deruta,
169 euros; Feb. 26-27, Tuscany,
includes visits to Siena and San
Gimignano and wine tasting, 169
euros; April 9-15, Greece tour by
bus with visits to Athens, Ioannina,
Meteroa, Delphi, Corinth, Epidaurus
and Mycenea; adults 598 euros;
May 20-26, Egypt, price TBA.
One-day tours are also available.
Call DSN 626-5713 or visit
www.uso.org/naples.

USO Rome offers regular tours,
including: Roman Holiday, a
four-day tour with three nights in a
three-star hotel, Sundays through
Wednesdays (includes four meals
and free guided tours; $439 per
person with discounts available);
papal audience, every Wednesday
(free); Super City Tour, featuring the
Parthenon, Trevi Fountain and
Spanish Steps, two days a week;
Romawalk, a three-hour walking
tour, two times a week; a com-
plete view of Vatican City, six days
a week; a visit into the ancient
Christian catacombs below Rome
and to St. Paul's, twice a week;
van and walking tour of the Colosse-
um with a walk through the Roman
Forum, four days a week; Rome
After Dark, 7 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, includes dinner; Monu-
ments of Rome seven days a
week; Ancient Rome, includes
Capitol Hill, Roman Forum, Colosse-
um, Basilica of St. Paul's outside the
Walls, seven days a week; Chris-
tian Rome catacombs tour, includes
Basilica of St. Mary Major, Basilica
of St. John in Lateran, the Ancient
Appian Way and Catacombs of St.
Callixtus, seven days a week;
Illuminated Rome with dinner,
seven days a week; Illuminated
Rome without dinner, seven days a
week; Naples, Capri and Sorrento
day trip, includes Naples city tour,
Blue Grotto, AnaCapri and lunch in
Capri, every day; Tivoli day trip,
four times a week. Call (+39) (0)
6-686-4232 for more info. Check the
Web site (www.uso.it) for details.
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T
he torch walk in Lichtenwald, Germa-
ny, begins between 5 and 7 p.m.;
wrap up your 10-kilometer trail by 10
p.m. If walking with a

burning torch or even a flashlight is
not for you, walk the daytime event
from 2 to 5 p.m. Medals from previ-
ous years will be available in limit-
ed quantities.

Are you planning for the annual
walk in Rothenburg ob der Tauber,
Germany, on Feb. 26 and 27? Walk
the 6- and 11-kilometer paths from
7 a.m. to noon Saturday and from 7
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.

A 20K also will be held, from 7
a.m. to noon Saturday and 7 a.m. to
1 p.m. Sunday. The 11K old-city walk occurs

only on Saturday and starts between noon and

5 p.m.
Thanks to the following folks for sending

volksmarching brochures in date order:
Mary Erickson, Bob and Lorraine
Huffaker, Phil and Jan Schneider,
Ute Allinger and Bob Gambert,
Nancy Shawley, H. W. Henry, John
and Patty Marsh, and Tim Lynch.

Here are some notes about this
week’s volksmarch events:

• Nordic walkers are welcome at
the Gauting, Germany, Sunday-only
volksmarch. Start the 6K, 10K and
20K between 7 a.m. and noon; finish
by 4 p.m. The event begins at the
Realschule on Schulstrasse near the
Rathaus.

• Dolphin wind chimes are the prize at
Haisterkirch, Germany, this weekend. The

event begins at the Realschule on Schul-
strasse near the Rathaus.

• The Cessalto, Italy, event, which begins
next to the S. Maria Church, is a fairly flat
route. There is a fest tent at the end so food
is available.

• The maximum walking time at Novanta
Padovana, Italy, is four hours. The first 100
walkers will receive the award, a small

ceramic mask that is the 20th in a series, the
same day. The remaining walkers will need
to pick up the award 30 days later. The mask
is 4-5 inches high and is typical of the Carni-
vale masks common to Venice.

E-mail Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

Write her at: Volksmarch Column, Stars and Stripes, Bldg.

2899, Pulaski Barracks, APO AE 09227-3717 (MPS).

Here are events sanctioned by the International Federation of Popular Sports (Internationaler Volkssportverband, or IVV) near U.S. military installations in Europe.
Locations are noted in the host language when possible. Find more extensive lists on the Web at www.ivv.org.

Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference

France
Durstel Sun 0800-1400 F 10 & 20 Salle Avenir No award SE of Sarreguemines
Kirschnaumen Sun 0700-1400 F 10 Foyer socio-culturel No award NE of Thionville
Kirschnaumen Sun 0700-1300 F 20 Foyer socio-culturel No award NE of Thionville

Germany
Eimersdorf Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 6 & 10 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus No award SAR, NW of Saarlouis
Gauting Sun 0700-1200 BFNX3.5 6, 10, 20 Realschule B-medal MOB, SW of München
Haisterkirch Sat 1000-1400, Sun 0730-1200 F 5 & 10 Gemeindehalle Wind chimes BWS, NE of Weingarten
Herborn Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1300 CF 5 & 10 Festsaal Model semi-truck HE, NW of Wetzlar
Herborn Sat & Sun 0700-1300 CF 20 Festsaal Model semi-truck HE, NW of Wetzlar
Lichtenwald Sat 1400-1700 BFX 10 Grundschule B-medal BWN, E of Stuttgart
Lichtenwald Sat 1700-1900 BFTX 10 Grundschule B-medal BWN, E of Stuttgart
Nieder-Wiesen Sat & Sun 0800-1400 F 5 & 10 Gemeindezentrum Hedgehog figurine RP, NE of Kaiserslautern
Nieder-Wiesen Sat & Sun 0800-1300 F 20 Gemeindezentrum Hedgehog figurine RP, NE of Kaiserslautern
Zaisersweiher Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 6, 11, 19 Turn- u. Gemeindehalle Ceramic clown BWN, NE of Pforzheim

Italy
Cessalto Sun 0830-0900 F 6, 12, 21 See misc. notes Bottle of wine W of Portogruaro
Novanto Padovana Sun 0830-0930 FX 6, 13, 22 Next to church Small ceramic mask W of Padova

Luxembourg
Tetingen (Tétange) Sun 0800-1400 F 6 & 12 Kulturzentrum No award SW of Luxembourg city

Switzerland
Weissbad Sat & Sun 0800-1300 - 5 & 10 Jugendunterkunft Cow glass S of St. Gallen

United Kingdom
Barnsley Sun 1030 - 5 & 10 Locke Park Car Park Souvenir -
Grately Sun 0900-1000 - 10 & 20 Village Hall Souvenir Near Stockbridge
Melchbourne Sun 1000-1100 - 10 & 20 St. John Arms No award E of Rushden

Let’s Go

GERMAN REGION CODES:

BWN - Baden-Württemberg Nord
BWS - Baden-Württemberg Süd
FRO - Oberfranken (Upper Franken)
FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Franken)

FRU - Unterfranken (Lower Franken)
HE - Hessen
MOB - München-Oberbayern
NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin
NRW - Nordrhein-Westfalen
NDB - Niederbayern

OPF - Oberpfalz
RP - Rheinland-Pfalz
SAR - Saarland
SCH - Schwaben
SHH - Schleswig-Holstein/Hamburg
THS - Thüringen/Sachsen

GENERAL CODES:

B - Awards from past events avail-
able (B-medals)

C - Bring a cup for free refreshments
at control points

D - Wash facilities at start hall

F - Free refreshment at control points

M - Marathon or long-distance event

N - Nordic walking event

P - Music at start hall

S - Stroller-friendly trails

s - Shorter trail noted as stroller-
friendly in brochure

T - Evening/Night walk, carry a flash-
light

X - Award available while supply lasts

W - Course suitable for wheelchairs

Y - Young-Walkers'-Tour or
Bambini-Liga event

2.5 - 2.50 euros for start card &
B-medal

3.5 - 3.50 euros for start card &
B-medal

Jennifer West

BY JAYNE TRAENDLY

Special to Stars and Stripes

Holocaust museum

Those who would like to
learn more about the histo-
ry of the Holocaust can visit
the Shoah (Holocaust)
Memorial in the Marais
district in Paris. It is the
largest information and
research center on this
history in the world.

The center has a reading
room with archives of photo-
graphs and documents, a
multimedia room with
documentaries such as
Stephen Spielberg’s record-
ing of Holocaust survivors
telling their stories, an
auditorium for the Memori-
al’s film series, exhibition
rooms and the crypt for
those wishing to meditate.

The center also will hold
educational workshops and
public readings.

The address of the Mémo-
rial de la Shoah Musée is 17
rue Geoffroy l’Asnier. The
telephone number is (+33)
(0) 1/42 77 44 72. The
e-mail address is contact@
memorialdelashoah.org. On
the Web, go to: www.
memorialdelashoah.org.

German roots

If you’re in the area of
Rosenheim, Germany,
located between Munich
and Chiemsee, you might
want to stop in and check
out the Lokschuppen's
exhibition, “Goodbye Bay-
ern, Grüss Gott America,”
which runs through March
6.

According to the muse-
um, a quarter of the Ameri-
can population can trace its
origins back to German
ancestors. The reasons for
immigration included pover-
ty, religious intolerance,
political repression, asylum
from the Nazi regime, mar-
riage to American soldiers
and the desire for adven-
ture. Up to 40,000 Bavari-
ans have lived in or moved
to the United States.

The exhibition includes
original exhibits from Ger-
many and the United
States, contemporary inter-
views, music, simulated
scenes, photos and original
objects.

The museum is open
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. week-
days and from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. weekends. Admission
costs 6 euros for adults and
3 euros for children.

For details, go to www.
auswanderung-aus-bayern.
de (in English and Ger-
man). The Lokschuppen
Web site is www.lokschup-
pen.de (in German). The
telephone number is (+49)
(0) 8031/365-9036.

The fastest way to submit items
to be considered for this column
is to send them via e-mail to
travel@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

Volksmarch
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Best bets for the week
GERMANY: If Easter egg

markets are any sign of
spring, the season is already
beginning to hop. This year’s
first market opens this week-
end in Seligenstadt’s Land-
schaft’s Museum (Landscape
Museum), near Frankfurt and
Hanau. About 50 international
exhibitors will show off their
craftsmanship with eggs and
other spring ideas. The mar-
ket is open Saturday and
Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Ad-
mission for adults is 3 euros,
free for children up to 14
years. For a listing of markets
in central Germany, go to
www.ostereiermaerkte.de (in
English and German).

Also in Germany: Motorcy-
cle enthusiasts might want to
check out Southern Germa-
ny’s largest motorcycle fair at
“Faszination Motorrad,” held
in Sinsheim’s fairgrounds
Friday through the weekend.
More than 120 exhibitors,
motorcycles of all brands and
biker accessories and clothing
will be there. Also on the
program are music, inter-
views and trial rides. The
show is open Friday 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tickets cost 8 euros for
adults, 6 euros for children.

ENGLAND: According to
the Chinese calendar, this is
the year of the Rooster. The
Chinese in London have been
celebrating all week with
films, lectures and variety

shows. On Sunday beginning
at 11 a.m., you can join in on
the fun at a grand parade
organized by the Beijing tour-
ist board. The parade along
Charing Cross Road will in-
clude 150 costumed perform-
ers, such as stilt walkers,
figures of the zodiac, and
characters from the Beijing
Opera and Imperial Court. A
festival starts between noon
and 1 p.m. on Trafalgar
Square. Until 5:30 p.m. you’ll
find Dragon Dance, Chinese
singing, theater, acrobatics,
ballet and martial arts. Stalls,
food and decorations will fill
Chinatown and Leicester
Square. At 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
there will be a fireworks dis-
play from Leicester Square.
Admission is free. For details,
to to www.london.gov.uk and
type “Chinese week” in the
search box.

FRANCE: Menton’s annual
Lemon Festival (the French
Riviera’s second-largest event
after Nice’s carnival and
Monaco’s Formula 1 Grand
Prix) begins tomorrow and
continues through Feb. 27.
This year’s festivities take on
a Spanish theme for the pa-
rade of 10 colorful floats deco-
rated with citrus fruits on the
Promenade du Soleil on Sun-
day afternoons. In addition,
you can hear daily marching
bands on the streets and visit
the orchid festival and arti-
sans’ salon.

— JAYNE TRAENDLY

COMPILED BY JAYNE
TRAENDLY

Stripes Travel researcher

Listings are the lastest available at
press time but are subject to
change. It’s wise to confirm details
with local tourism offices before
traveling.

AUSTRIA

www.austria-info.at
VIENNA: Johann Strauss ball,
March 19.
VIENNA: Dream on ice, through
March 6. Ice skating at City Hall.
RAURIS: International Dog Sleigh
Race on the Gold trail, Feb.
26-27.
INNERKREMS: Dog sled races,
Europe championship, March
11-13.
VIENNA: Easter market, March
12-23. Castle Schönbrunn
HALL: Easter festival, March 14,
19, 24-25.
VIENNA: OsterKlang Festival,
March 18 - 28.
SALZBURG: Easter festival, March
19-28.

BELGIUM

www.visitbelgium.com
THROUGHOUT the country: Anni-
versary of 175 years of indepen-
dence, through 2005.
BRUSSELS, WALLONIA: Beer
2005, through 2005.
BRUSSELS: Antiques show,
through 30. Tour & Taxis.
STAVELOT: Mid-Lent carnival,
March 6.
BRUSSLES: Festival of fantastic
film, March 11-26.

CZECH REPUBLIC

www.visitczechia.cz
PRAGUE: Easter markets, March
18-April 8. Old Town and Wenc-
eslas Squares.

ENGLAND

www.visitbritain.com
YORK: Viking festival, through
Feb. 20.
DONCASTER: Festival of British
Railway Models, Feb. 12-13.
LONDON: Chinese New Year
celebrations, Feb. 13.

LONDON: Outdoor adventure show,
Feb. 18-20.
LONDON: International tourist guide
day, Feb. 19.
LONDON: National wedding show,
Feb. 25-27. Olympia
LONDON: Winter bearfest, Feb.
27. Kensington Town Hall
LONDON: International dive show,
March 5-6. ExCel Docklands.
BIRMINGHAM: Crufts dog show,
March 10-13. NEC.
LONDON: Classicalive, March
18-23. Classical music and instru-
ments exhibit, Olympia.

FRANCE

www.francetourism.com
DUNKERQUE: Carnival, Feb. 13.
NICE: Carnival, Feb. 12- 27.
METZ: Flea market, Feb. 19; April
2, 16. 6 a.m.-1 p.m.
PARIS: Annual winter store sales,
through Feb. 12.
STRASBOURG: Annual winter
store sales, through Feb. 22.
METZ: Annual winter store sales,
through Feb. 22.
MENTON: Lemon festival, Feb.
12-27.
BENSANCON: Carnival, March
12-14.
MARSEILLE: Carnival, March 19.

GERMANY

www.germany-tourism.de
BERLIN: International film festival,
through Feb. 20.
SINSHEIM: Motorcycle exhibition,
Feb. 12-13. Exhibition center.

BERNAU (Black Forest): Dog sled
races, Feb. 12-13.
SELIGENSTADT: Easter egg mar-
ket, Feb. 12-13, 19-20.
HERRISCHRIED (Black Forest):
Feb. 19-20. Purebred husky
dogsled races.
MAULBRONN: Easter egg market,
Feb. 19-20.
MICHELSTADT: Easter egg market,
March 5-6.

HANNOVER: CeBit, March
10-16. Computer fair.
HEIDELBERG: Long Night of the
Museums, March 19.
NEU-ANSPACH (Hessenpark):
Easter egg market, March 19-20.

HUNGARY

www.hungarytourism.hu
BUDAPEST: Spring festival, March
19-April 4.
HOLLOKO: Easter festival, March
27-28.

IRELAND

www.travel.ie
DUBLIN: St. Patrick's Day festival,
March 16-20.

ITALY

www.italiantourism.com
PERUGIA: Black truffle week, Feb.
25-27.
FLORENCE: Explosion of the cart
(fireworks ritual), March 27.

THE NETHERLANDS

www.holland.com/uk
ROTTERDAM; Art Rotterdam, Feb.
23-28. Cruise terminal.
LANDELIJK: Carnival, Feb.
22-26.
AMSTERDAM: Hiswa, March 1-6.
Water sports fair

AMSTERDAM: AutoRAI, Feb.
10-20. International car show.
BREDA: Antique show, Feb.
24-27.
MAASTRICHT: European fine arts
fair, March 4-13.

SCOTLAND

www.visitscotland.com
GLASGOW: International comedy
festival, March 10-26.
EDINBURGH: Ceilidh culture,
March.
EDINBURGH: Easter festival,
March 24-28.
HAWICK (Borders): Reivers festival,
March 25-27. Historical festival.

SPAIN

www.tourspain.co.uk
VALENCIA: Las Fallas, March
14-19.
THROUGHOUT the country: Holy
Week, March 20-27.

SWITZERLAND

www.switzerlandtourism.ch
BASEL: Coin fair, Feb. 11-13.
GENEVA: International car show,
March 3-13.
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Cotton-Top Tamarin monkeys returned to Drayton Manor Theme Park
and Zoo in Tamworth, England, last week after being stolen. Police
recovered them in raids on two locations in the Erdington district of
Birmingham, England. Zoo keepers are assessing the monkies’ health.
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 46 38
Bahrain 64 46
Beijing 32 16
Beirut 53 43
Bermuda 66 60
Caracas 85 74
Helsinki 31 23
Hong Kong 71 59
Lisbon 59 42

HI LO
Manila 84 74
Mexico City 74 45
Montreal 27 09
Riyadh 62 44
Rio de. Jan 84 72
Seoul  29 12
Sofia  29 10
Sydney 77 65
Tokyo 53 34

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 78 63
Dakar  77 64
Freetown 89 71
Kinshasa 89 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 91 73
Nairobi 75 57
Rabat   69 47
Tripoli 66 50

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 56 37 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 28 17 Snow
Albany,N.Y. 32 17 Snow
Albuquerque 51 34 Cldy
Allentown,Pa. 38 23 Snow
Amarillo 55 32 Clr
Anchorage 29 11 Snow
Asheville 39 21 PCldy
Atlanta 44 27 PCldy
Atlantic City 40 26 Snow
Austin 53 37 Cldy
Baltimore 43 25 Cldy
Baton Rouge 57 33 Clr
Billings 55 28 Clr
Birmingham 44 24 PCldy
Bismarck 41 17 PCldy
Boise 47 27 PCldy
Boston 35 24 Snow
Bridgeport 36 23 Snow
Brownsville 60 49 Cldy
Buffalo 26 18 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 28 16 Snow
Caribou,Maine 25 15 Snow
Casper 44 16 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 57 32 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 32 21 Snow
Charlotte,N.C. 49 25 PCldy
Chattanooga 42 26 PCldy
Cheyenne 48 20 PCldy
Chicago 30 18 PCldy
Cincinnati 31 21 Cldy

Cleveland 30 18 Snow
Colorado Springs 49 25 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 55 26 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 51 29 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 31 20 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 30 22 Snow
Corpus Christi 60 46 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 57 35 PCldy
Dayton 29 19 Cldy
Daytona Beach 66 35 PCldy
Denver 53 22 PCldy
Des Moines 30 22 Clr
Detroit 30 18 Snow
Duluth 29 9 PCldy
El Paso 55 41 Cldy
Elkins 28 16 Snow
Erie 28 17 Snow
Eugene 43 34 Cldy
Evansville 37 22 Snow
Fairbanks 7 -9 Cldy
Fargo 29 14 PCldy
Flagstaff 48 33 Cldy
Flint 30 15 Snow
Fort Smith 51 29 Clr
Fort Wayne 29 16 Snow
Fresno 65 46 PCldy
Goodland 49 20 Clr
Grand Junction 47 27 PCldy
Grand Rapids 30 18 PCldy
Great Falls 50 30 Clr
Green Bay 30 16 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 43 23 PCldy

Harrisburg 38 24 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 32 18 Snow
Helena 43 20 Clr
Honolulu 82 67 PCldy
Houston 59 39 PCldy
Huntsville 41 25 PCldy
Indianapolis 31 20 Snow
Jackson,Miss. 50 27 Clr
Jacksonville 60 31 PCldy
Juneau 36 29 Rain
Kansas City 36 22 Clr
Key West 76 57 Cldy
Knoxville 38 22 Cldy
Lake Charles 59 37 PCldy
Lansing 29 17 PCldy
Las Vegas 64 49 Cldy
Lexington 36 24 Cldy
Lincoln 35 20 Clr
Little Rock 52 28 PCldy
Los Angeles 70 55 Cldy
Louisville 36 22 Cldy
Lubbock 51 37 PCldy
Macon 52 26 Clr
Madison 29 16 Clr
Medford 57 33 PCldy
Memphis 45 27 PCldy
Miami Beach 79 47 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 51 36 Cldy
Milwaukee 27 20 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 31 15 Clr
Mobile 60 28 PCldy
Montgomery 50 26 PCldy

Nashville 36 23 Snow
New Orleans 58 38 PCldy
New York City 38 25 Snow
Newark 37 25 Snow
Norfolk,Va. 48 28 Cldy
North Platte 51 17 Clr
Oklahoma City 51 31 Clr
Omaha 33 21 Clr
Orlando 68 36 Cldy
Paducah 40 22 PCldy
Pendleton 50 31 Clr
Peoria 31 19 PCldy
Philadelphia 39 26 Snow
Phoenix 73 57 Cldy
Pittsburgh 29 19 Snow
Pocatello 40 16 Clr
Portland,Maine 30 21 Snow
Portland,Ore. 51 36 PCldy
Providence 36 22 Snow
Pueblo 52 18 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 49 25 PCldy
Rapid City 50 20 PCldy
Reno 46 29 PCldy
Richmond 47 24 Cldy
Roanoke 37 24 Cldy
Rochester 26 19 Snow
Rockford 29 16 Clr
Sacramento 62 41 PCldy
St Louis 36 25 PCldy
St Thomas 80 72 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 44 34 Cldy
Salt Lake City 40 27 PCldy

San Angelo 56 37 Cldy
San Antonio 55 42 Cldy
San Diego 68 56 Cldy
San Francisco 61 46 PCldy
San Jose 65 42 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 81 68 PCldy
Santa Fe 47 30 PCldy
St Ste Marie 25 9 Clr
Savannah 57 33 PCldy
Seattle 51 36 Clr
Shreveport 60 33 Clr
Sioux City 35 21 Clr
Sioux Falls 34 19 Clr
South Bend 28 18 Snow
Spokane 43 23 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 31 19 Cldy
Springfield,Mo. 42 23 PCldy
Syracuse 29 18 Snow
Tallahassee 61 28 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 67 39 Cldy
Toledo 31 16 Cldy
Topeka 37 22 Clr
Tucson 69 52 Cldy
Tulsa 50 31 Clr
Tupelo 45 27 PCldy
Waco 59 36 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 44 27 Cldy
W.Palm Beach 78 45 Cldy
Wichita 41 25 Clr
Wichita Falls 57 35 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 32 19 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 39 24 Snow
Yakima 49 27 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/
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Moscow
19/07

St. Petersburg
26/12

Kiev
21/08

Bucharest
30/15

Warsaw
35/27

Oslo
40/28

Berlin
45/31

Frankfurt
41/36

Stuttgart
43/27

Prague
40/35

Budapest
33/20

Copenhagen
42/32

Reykjavik
33/25

Dublin
46/37

Ramstein
41/32

Vienna
37/30

Geneva
45/34

Brussels
46/39

Istanbul
37/30

Athens
46/36

Souda Bay
60/47

Sigonella
53/36

Naples
51/37

Rome
53/34

Belgrade
36/24

Sarajevo
27/-02

Tirana
47/26

Pristina
25/-06

Tuzla
19/-02

Aviano
45/25

Pisa
52/36

Paris
50/45

Nice
55/38

Barcelona
57/40

Madrid
55/25

Morón
63/36

Rota
61/41

Lisbon
59/42

Izmir
45/30

London
54/43

Lakenheath
48/38

Stockholm
40/28

Benelux: Cloudy with rainshowers.
Highs in the mid-60s. Friday lows in
the upper 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain.
Highs in the mid-40s to mid-50s.
Friday lows in the upper 30s to lower
40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly to mostly
cloudy with morning fog. Highs in
the upper teens to upper 20s. Friday
lows just below zero.

France: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers to the north and partly cloudy to
the south. Highs in the 50s. Friday
lows in the upper 30s to to mid-40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the lower 40s.
Friday lows in the upper 20s to lower
30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 40s.
Friday lows in the upper 20s to lower
30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 30s. Friday lows in the lower
20s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the lower 40s to lower 50s. Friday
lows in the mid-20s to mid-30s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers to the extreme south of
Italy, partly cloudy elsewhere. Highs
in the upper 40s to lower 50s. Friday
lows in the mid-30s to lower 40s.

Kosovo: Sunny with fog. Highs in the
mid-20s. Friday lows four to six
degrees below zero to mid single
digits.

Norway: Cloudy with rain and snow
showers. Highs in the lower 40s.
Friday lows in the upper 20s to mid-
30s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs in the
mid-50s to lower 60s. Friday lows in
the mid-30s to lower 40s, mid-20s
inland.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy to the north-
west, partly cloudy elsewhere. Highs
in the upper 30s to upper 40s, lower
30s inland. Friday lows in the lower
30s, mid-teens inland.

European forecast for Feb 10, 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
SrA Eva Brezeale

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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IRAQ

TURKEY
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INDIA
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Incirlik
49/32

Baghdad
53/34

Kuwait City
59/38

Dhahran
65/35

Dubai
73/52

Zahedan
62/28

Karachi
80/61 Bombay

90/71

New Delhi
72/54

Kandahar
57/37

Kabul
39/17

Islamabad
61/47

Mazar-e-Sharif
53/26

Ashgabat
32/22

Tehran
35/25

Hyderabad
89/64

Tel Aviv
56/42

Cairo
63/44
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 0652 0651
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0745 1736
Sunset (Baghdad) 1744 1745
Sunset (Frankfurt) 0744 1738

Skopje
35/15•

•Stavanger
40/35

Lajes
62/54

New moon
02/08

First qtr.
02/16

Full moon
02/24

Last qtr.
03/03

H

H

H

H
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)
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Stanley “Platypus Problems”

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House

Pokémon “Bad to the Bone!”

Yu-Gi-Oh!

Doug (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats Medieval fair.

That’s So Raven

All That

7th Heaven “The Long Bad
Summer” (Part 1 of 2)

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Such a
Time as This”

Movie (( “Born Into Exile”
(1997, Drama) Gina Philips.
Two teenagers run away from
home and head to California.

(10:48) Movie (((* “Star
Trek IV: The Voyage Home”
(1986, Science Fiction) William
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy.

Movie ((( “My Best Friend’s
Wedding” (1997) Julia Roberts.
A food critic seeks to sabotage
her buddy’s nuptials.

Movie ((* “The Quick and
the Dead” (1995, Western)
Sharon Stone, Gene Hackman,
Russell Crowe.

Coming Attractions

Ebert-Movies

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (((* “Forrest
Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama)
Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. A
slow-witted Southerner experi-
ences 30 years of history.

(:36) Movie ( “Coyote Ugly”
(2000, Drama) Piper Perabo. A
struggling songwriter cuts loose
in a rowdy New York bar.

(:32) Movie “Tremors” (1990)

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today The 2006 Olympics;
Valentine’s Day candy.

Legend of Tarzan “Protege”

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

Nick News Special Edition

Jeopardy!

Headline News

Destinations

AFN Evening News

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace

Desperate Housewives “Come
In, Stranger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “No More Bets”

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace

Alias “Doppelganger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “No More Bets”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Nightline

Navy/Marine Corps News

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

60 Minutes

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

60 Minutes

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

Soccer 2006 World Cup Quali-
fier -- Trinidad & Tobago vs.
United States. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball North Car-
olina at Duke.

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

ESPNews

PGA Golf AT&T Pebble Beach
National Pro-Am -- First Round.
From Pebble Beach, Calif.
(Same-day Tape)

30-Minute Meals

Low Carb & Lovin It

Design on a Dime

Style Star

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “All Halliwell’s Eve”

Strong Medicine “Pre-Existing
Conditions”

Any Day Now “Heads or Tails”

Third Watch “Kim’s Hope
Chest”

Law & Order “Vaya Con Dios”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

American Idol

The Practice “Burnout”

Frontline

Friends

Seinfeld “The Big Salad”

Daily Show-Jon Stewart

Blind Date

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace

Desperate Housewives “Come
In, Stranger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “No More Bets”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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Aaahh! Real Monsters

Rocket Power

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

That’s So Raven

All That

7th Heaven “The Long Bad
Summer” (Part 1 of 2)

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Cafe Blue” (EI)

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles

Dora the Explorer

Stanley Stanley loses a race.

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur D.W. avoids a fire drill.

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House

Pokémon “All Fired Up!”

Yu-Gi-Oh!

Doug “Doug’s in the Middle”

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

All Grown Up

Dave the Barbarian

Danny Phantom

Drake & Josh “Little Diva”

That’s So Raven

Phil of the Future

Switched!

Radio Free Roscoe

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

(11:32) Movie ((* “Tremors”
(1990, Horror) Kevin Bacon,
Fred Ward, Finn Carter.

(:19) Movie ((* “Demolition
Man” (1993) Sylvester Stal-
lone, Wesley Snipes.

Movie ( “Coyote Ugly” (2000)
Piper Perabo, Adam Garcia. A
struggling songwriter cuts loose
in a rowdy New York bar.

(4:56) Movie ((( “Mans-
field Park” (1999, Drama) Em-
beth Davidtz, Jonny Lee Miller,
Alessandro Nivola. A plucky
heroine falls in love with a gen-
tle cousin.

Ebert-Movies

Entertainment Tonight

Movie “Cruel Justice” (1999,
Drama) A Martinez, Nicki Lynn
Aycox, Mimi Kuzyk.

(:45) Movie ((( “The Rock”
(1996, Adventure) Sean Con-
nery, Nicolas Cage, Ed Harris.
Alcatraz Island terrorists threat-
en to gas San Francisco.

Movie (((( “The Piano”
(1993, Drama) Holly Hunter. A
mute woman trapped in a thank-
less marriage takes a lover.

(:07) Movie ((( “The List
of Adrian Messenger” (1963,
Mystery) George C. Scott,
Dana Wynter, Clive Brook.

Jim Carrey Revealed Jim Car-
rey.

Hollywood Backstories

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((* “American Pie 2”
(2001, Comedy) Jason Biggs,
Shannon Elizabeth.

(:43) Movie ((( “Ransom”
(1996, Suspense) Mel Gibson,
René Russo, Gary Sinise. A
wealthy executive turns the ta-
bles on his son’s abductor.

Movie ((* “Indecent Pro-
posal” (1993) Demi Moore

Late Show-Letterman

Access Hollywood

Women’s College Basketball
Tennessee at LSU. (Live)

College Basketball Xavier at
Cincinnati. (Live)

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

Headline News

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Clifford the Big Red Dog (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Sesame Street Live; lin-
gerie; aphrodisiacs; Today’s
Kitchen.

Teacher’s Pet (EI)

What’s New Scooby-Doo?

Ozzy & Drix

Codename: Kids Next Door

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

The O.C. “The Way We Were”

Wife Swap “Smith/Weiner”

The Apprentice

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Clifford the Big Red Dog (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Ozzy & Drix

Codename: Kids Next Door

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

The O.C. “The Way We Were”

Meet My Folks “The Maniacis”

The Apprentice

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

Good Morning America

Oobi

Clifford’s Puppy Days (EI)

Headline News

NBC Nightly News

ABC World News Tonight

CBS Evening News

NewsHour Weekend With Jim
Lehrer

Hannity & Colmes

Headline News

Nightly Business Report

Lou Dobbs Tonight

Larry King Live

NewsNight With Aaron Brown

BET Nightly News

Tavis Smiley

Nightline

Headline News

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

Primetime Thursday

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

Primetime Thursday

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

SportsCenter

Pardon the Interruption

NBA Action

(:15) NBA Basketball Los An-
geles Lakers at Detroit Pistons.
From the Palace of Auburn Hills
in Auburn Hills, Mich. (Live)

NBA Basketball Sacramento
Kings at Seattle Sonics. From
the KeyArena in Seattle. (Live)

Inside the NBA

SportsCenter

College Basketball North Car-
olina State at Wake Forest.
(Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball Gonzaga
at Pepperdine. (Taped)

College Gamenight

SportsCenter

NFL Total Access

Around the Horn

SportsCenter

Inside the NFL

College Basketball Washing-
ton at Oregon. (Taped)

PGA Golf AT&T Pebble Beach
National Pro-Am -- Second
Round. From Pebble Beach,
Calif. (Same-day Tape)

Late Night With Conan
O’Brien

American Idol

Tim Allen Presents: A User’s
Guide to Home Improvement

Wild and Weird Rockets

Friends

Seinfeld “The Chaperon”

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Easy Entertaining-Chiarello

Decorating Cents

The Look for Less

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends “Jamaic-Up?”

Charmed “Sight Unseen”

Strong Medicine “Misconcep-
tions”

Any Day Now “So This Is Inti-
macy”

Third Watch “The Tys That
Bind”

Law & Order “Endurance”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Amazing Race 6

Boston Public

Lethal and Dangerous: Ven-
omous Snakes

Friends

Seinfeld “The Pledge Drive”

Daily Show-Jon Stewart

Blind Date

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Clifford the Big Red Dog (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Teacher’s Pet (EI)

What’s New Scooby-Doo?

Ozzy & Drix

Codename: Kids Next Door

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

The O.C. “The Way We Were”

Wife Swap “Smith/Weiner”

The Apprentice

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

Good Morning America

Oobi

Clifford’s Puppy Days (EI)
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BY BRIDGET BYRNE

The Associated Press

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. — The sound of gunfire rico-
chets inside a minaret as a private in the U.S. Marine
Corps shoots a wounded, and apparently unarmed, Iraqi.

Members of the camera crew remove their earplugs and
discuss whether the scene went OK or needs a retake. It
doesn’t.

“Death at the Mosque,” shooting in this suburb north of
Los Angeles, will air as an episode of “JAG,” the military
law series.

This season, war has been
featured prominently in sever-
al episodes reflecting real
events in Iraq.

“How we approach the sto-
ries I think probably changes
from month to month, not un-
like the mood of the country —
first some enthusiasm, then
some doubt, some reserva-
tions,” producer Peter Dunne
says. “Our stories concern
themselves more with the hu-
mane issues, the peace issues
rather than the war issues ... be-
cause it’s going to be the human-
ity that solves this war, not the
weapons.”

Local terrain in the hills visi-
ble from Dunne’s Santa Clarita
office provides convincing set-
tings for Iraq as well as Afghani-
stan.

The series has always had co-
operation from all branches of
the armed services and often
films on military bases, including the San Diego Naval Air
Station and the Marines’ Camp Pendleton nearby.

“You see all the young families there ... and how much
we are like them, but are not suffering the same. We all
have spouses, parents, children, whom we expect to find in
the house at night when we get home, but they don’t have
that,” says Dunne.

Created by Don Bellisario, the series follows the person-
al and professional trials of the Judge Advocate General
Corps, the lawyers who investigate, prosecute and defend
cases involving Navy and Marine personnel.

The stars of the legal team are Lt. Col. Sarah “Mac”
MacKenzie, played by Catherine Bell, and Cmdr. Harmon

“Harm” Rabb, played by David James Elliott, who’s leav-
ing the series at the end of this season.

Chris Beetem, recently of daytime’s “As The World
Turns,” has just been signed up as Lt. Gregory Vukovic, a
charming but ethically defiant new member of the “JAG”
team, who happens to be assigned to the minaret shooting.

Bell, whose toddler daughter is with her as she waits in
her trailer for her next scene, mentions working at Pendle-
ton on the day last month when 30 Marines and a Navy sail-
or were killed in a helicopter crash in Iraq.

“Meeting guys who have lost their friends — or a young
woman with a beautiful little 6-month-old baby whose fa-

ther left for the war when the
baby was 3 weeks old — you
meet these people and, man,
this is definitely intense,” Bell
says.

“I think after 9/11, things
felt different. It felt like we
had more of a responsibility
in how we represented what
was happening, and also that
people were paying closer at-
tention to that, learning more
about the military through
our show, hopefully,” she
says.

“I don’t think we can afford
to be grim all the time, but I
think we have to be honest
and I don’t think there is any-
thing less entertaining about
an honest drama,” says
Dunne.

The drama was canceled by
NBC in 1996 after one season,
then was picked up in Janu-
ary 1997 by CBS. It won’t be

known until May whether “JAG” will earn an 11th season,
but Dunne feels the odds are with them: “I don’t think
there will ever be a shortage of good drama set in the mili-
tary — it’s one of the four main franchises — along with po-
lice work, law and medicine —— that have held up, be-
cause they all provide the element of life or death.”

And explaining the focus on reality-based war stories,
Dunne says: “This war, like every war that we have fought,
changes law. ... We try to examine that and put our JAG of-
ficer-heroes in the center of this firestorm of what now
works and what doesn’t work in the legal system. ... Our
characters, though they are not fighting the war, are fight-
ing to interpret its effect on this country.”

McConaughey to start Daytona 500

Well, all right, all right, all right. Matthew McConaugh-
ey has been selected as the Grand
Marshal for the 47th annual Daytona
500.

The 35-year-old actor will give the
command, “Drivers, start your en-
gines,” at the Feb. 20 race in Florida,
NASCAR announced Monday.

“I’m honored and excited to be the
Grand Marshal of this year’s race,”
McConaughey said in a statement.

“There is nothing more American
than NASCAR and the Daytona
500.”

Ashton Kutcher will be the honor-
ary starter of this year’s race.

Grammy producer honored with star

Producer Pierre Cossette, who initiated the live Gram-
my Awards television broadcast in 1971, received a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Cossette, who will mark his 35th anniversary as Gram-
my producer with Sunday’s ceremony, received the
2,279th star on the walk, in front of the Pantages Theatre
on Hollywood Boulevard.

Comedians Bob Newhart and Don Rickles took part in
the ceremony Monday conducted by Johnny Grant, chair-
man of the Walk of Fame Committee and Hollywood’s
honorary mayor.

Director resigns post at film academy

Oscar-winning director Pedro Almodovar has resigned
his post at Spain’s Film Academy be-
cause of a disagreement over the vot-
ing system used to select winners of
the Goya Awards, his production
company said.

Almodovar, who was a member of
the academy for 17 years, quit in De-
cember because the number of vot-
ers for the Goya, Spain’s version of
the Oscars, had been reduced and
there was a lack of information
about the people casting ballots for
the prize, the director’s production
company, El Deseo, said Monday.

‘Sex’ star Davis becomes ‘soccer mom’

Kristin Davis is moving from the “City” to the suburbs
for her next TV project.

Davis, an Emmy nominee last year for the final season
of HBO’s “Sex and the City,” has taken a lead role in
ABC’s pilot “Soccer Moms.” Her signing removes the
casting contingency from the project, the showbiz trade
papers report.

“Soccer Moms” is a light drama that revolves around
two suburban women who moonlight as private investiga-
tors. Don Todd (“Life as We Know It”) and Marla Gins-
burg (“Highlander”) are writing the pilot and executive
producing with Jeff Kline (“That Was Then”).

Cheadle heads to Sudan for ‘Nightline’

Don Cheadle, the Oscar-nominated star of “Hotel
Rwanda,” took on the role of a reporter for a “Nightline”

segment on the ethnic conflict in the
Sudan.

Cheadle reported from the Afri-
can nation on Wednesday’s edition
of the late-night ABC news program
as a “special correspondent,” the net-
work says. The actor and “Night-
line” producer Rick Wilkinson ac-
companied several members of Con-
gress on a recent fact-finding mis-
sion to examine what many observ-
ers are calling genocide in the coun-
try’s Darfur region.

Rebel groups in the region accuse
the Sudanese government of funding Arab militias called
Janjaweed to wipe out non-Arab enclaves, a charge the
government denies.

‘Dreams,’ ‘Contender’ swap spots on NBC

NBC has moved its boxing reality series “The Contend-
er” yet again, setting the show on Sunday and moving
“American Dreams” out of its three-year home and onto
Wednesday nights for the remainder of its season.

The moves are among several changes the network is
making to its midseason schedule, including a special pre-
view and new premiere date for the comedy “The Office”
and an earlier start for the fourth “Law & Order” series.

Stories and photos from wire services

‘Definitely intense’

Almodovar

Cheadle

AP

This promotional photo provided by Paramount Network Television shows actress Catherine Bell as Lt. Col. Sarah “Mac”

MacKenzie in CBS’s military law drama “JAG.” The show is trying to tackle topics that have come up during the Iraq war.

‘JAG’ finds its war stories can hit close to home

McConaughey

This war, like every war that

we have fought, changes law ...

We try to examine that and

put our JAG officer-heroes in

the center of this firestorm of

what now works and what

doesn’t work in the legal

system ... Our characters,

though they are not fighting

the war, are fighting to

interpret its effect

on this country.

Peter Dunne
producer
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U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Retirees can serve, too

As a physically fit and well-maintained re-
tired noncommissioned officer, I find it ab-
solutely ridiculous that retirees are not al-
lowed to give up their retirement pay to
come back in and fight for our country.

I keep seeing all these stories about civil-
ians being brought back into the military,
some under duress, after anywhere from
six to 20-plus years past their termina-
tion/release.

I have been told by the recruiters that re-
tired soldiers are not wanted. We have
signed our name to defend this country nu-
merous times and many of us are willing to
do it again. We are required to have
“hip-pocket” orders in case of war or nation-
al emergency.

Give me a contract, and I’ll even buy my
own desert battle dress uniforms, but don’t
say that because I’m retired I’m now out to
pasture.

Speaking for myself, I will do all I can to
defend this nation from all enemies, foreign
and domestic, if called upon.
Sgt. 1st Class Rick S. McLaughlin (retired)

Giebelstadt, Germany

CIB is a badge of honor

This is in reference to the many letters re-
garding the Combat Infantryman Badge.

Every servicemember who serves, wheth-
er in a combat zone or not, should be com-
mended. No one should ever be allowed to
minimize someone’s service because they
were or were not in combat, or they were or
were not in the infantry.

This said, not everyone who serves de-
serves the opportunity to earn the Combat
Infantryman Badge or Expert Infantryman
Badge. The badge represents more than

just the successful completion of a set of
tasks, or the participation in a firefight.

It represents a badge of honor to those
whose entire careers are filled with hard-
ship: heavy loads on long marches, squad
and platoon live-fire exercises in full com-
bat gear in 120-degree heat, waiting all
night in freezing-cold rain to execute an am-
bush that never happens because the
enemy never shows up where you want him
to, and the list goes on.

Again, there are many soldiers out there
who are doing an outstanding job in Iraq. In
no way do I mean to minimize the flexibility
or commitment of each and every soldier
who had to quickly learn new skills in order
to accomplish his mission in Iraq.

But you are either infantry, or you’re not.
The soldiers who earn that badge are infan-

try before they go to Iraq and, for most of
them who choose to make the Army a ca-
reer, they will remain in the infantry after
their tour in Iraq is through.

So please, not only for our status as the tip
of the spear in times of war, but also for the
hardships that we endure our entire career,
let us have our badge. It is unique to our pro-
fession, and represents so much more than
tasks performed, or war survived.

Capt. Gregory Cook
Iraq

British community has benefited

I’m surprised at the animosity shown to
the U.S. Air Force in Europe services squad-
ron, let alone to the RAF Mildenhall ac-
tive-duty community, in “Invite British char-
ities, too” (letter, Feb. 6).

I was stationed at RAF Lakenheath, less
than six miles from RAF Mildenhall from
April 2001 to April 2003, a proud two years
of service.

“What about the British community?” the
letter writer asks. So what about it?

Last time I checked, the American com-
munity has been more than generous in con-
tributing to the prosperity of the surround-
ing area, from purchasing houses to having
military spouses opening up businesses.
Don’t forget the hundreds and thousands of
British pounds spent in local shops, pubs
and restaurants. I must have spent count-
less nights at the Half Moon Pub, making
new friends and meeting up with old ones.

They should take some of the money and
invest it in insurance and protection for the
Americans who get their cars broken into
on a daily basis. I think that would improve
the community tremendously.

Senior Airman Bryce Lehman
Ali Al Salem, Kuwait

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Bush’s take is proper tack on gangs
BY GREGORY J. BOYLE

D
uring the Clinton years, I re-
ceived a call from the White
House one week before a State of
the Union address. I was asked if

I would be willing to attend and sit next to
Hillary, because the president was going to
make some remarks on the gang issue. As
someone who has worked with gangs for
nearly two decades, I guess I landed on
their short list.

I was scheduled to leave Los Angeles for
Washington. But two days before I was to de-
part, a call came, with regrets expressed, to
tell me that I had been bumped from my
seat next to the first lady. A female police of-
ficer had won the slot instead.

In the end, I couldn’t have been more
grateful to have been axed, because when I
heard President Clinton’s remedy for gang
violence, I was unimpressed. All he wanted
was a fist made of stronger iron and tougher
sentencing. I was relieved to be in my living
room that night. Because tougher laws and
longer sentences are not the solution.

This year I received a similar call, this
time from the current White House’s

faith-based initiative office, asking if I
would be “opposed” to attending a White
House event focused on gang violence.

My only opposition would be if they tried
to offer a simple solution to an enormously
complex issue.

When I watched the State of the Union
speech, I was surprised by what President
Bush had to say about the gang dilemma. As
a lifelong Democrat, I could fill these pages
with the many subjects on which the presi-
dent and I disagree. But this time, I was im-
pressed. I have never before heard a presi-
dent speak of gangs and then suggest that
despair might well be at the root of the prob-
lem. He did. And he suggested offering
“hope to harsh places” and said he wants to
give “better options than apathy or gangs or
jail” to young people in our cities, and espe-
cially young men. Not bad.

I believe assigning the first lady to the
task of this proposed three-year, $150 mil-
lion effort gives it heft, not just lip service.

When all is said and done, a president
spoke of gangs without once speaking of
tougher laws and more suppression. Per-
haps nothing will come of it, but a different
language was used, and that’s progress.

At the moment of this writing, I’ve just
left a hospital where a young man, Martin,
was pronounced dead, and another, Micha-
el, struggles with serious wounds. Martin
was on his way to a job interview and Micha-
el was driving him. Gang gunfire ended one
life, and altered the other forever.

I will support anyone who is sensible on
the gang violence issue. …

My hope is that this proposal will not limit
itself simply to prevention — with a heart
full of wanting to steer young people
straight. Worthy as that is, it will be only a
half measure if we seek to improve the odds
for some kids without altering the odds
themselves. …

Early prevention, mentoring, massive
campaigns to provide jobs, gang-worker
counseling, knowledgeable police vigilance
— they all need to be done and lack only our
will to do them. Whether we are ultimately
sensible on this issue is yet to be seen, but
new language matters and sometimes even
propels us where we need to go.

Gregory J. Boyle, a Jesuit priest, is executive direc-
tor of Jobs for a Future/Homeboy Industries. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

The Washington Post

A
day after President Bush
bluntly ruled out an “arti-
ficial timetable” for with-
drawal from Iraq, the

Pentagon delivered a sobering fol-
low-up: While the 15,000 addition-
al U.S. troops deployed for [the
Jan. 30] elections will be with-
drawn, the 17 remaining brigades
— 135,000 soldiers and Marines —
will be needed in Iraq at least
through the end of this year.

That estimate is understand-
able, given the continuing strength
of the Sunni insurgency and the
troubles in preparing Iraqi securi-
ty forces. In fact, even the
post-election reduction seems
questionable, given that vital infra-
structure and roads in Iraq, and
even the highway from downtown
Baghdad to the airport, have not
been secured. Yet the alarming
truth may be that the administra-
tion has little choice but to draw
down troops: As it is, the present
deployment in Iraq is on the verge
of breaking an undermanned
Army.

[Last week] senior military offi-
cials gave the latest in a series of
alarming reports about the strain

on the Army and Marines from
two years of fighting simultaneous
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Car-
rying out a fourth rotation of
troops into Iraq in the fall will be
“painful,” Gen. Richard A. Cody
testified before the House Armed
Services Committee; he suggested
that it might necessitate breaking a
rule that limits reservists to 24
months of active duty. Congression-
al pressure obliged the Pentagon
to quickly prick that trial balloon,
but the troops will have to come
from somewhere.

By the time the fall mobilization
takes place, all 15 of the National
Guard’s most deployable brigades
will have been mobilized, and
some regular units may have to re-
turn next year for a third combat
tour. Some are risking their lives
involuntarily: Stop-loss orders for
soldiers completing their service
and the recall of some already dis-
charged have created a backdoor
draft.

Predictably, it is getting harder
and harder for the Army and Ma-
rines to recruit young men and
women willing to bear such hard-
ships. The Marines missed their re-
cruiting goal last month for the
first time in a decade, and all of the

reserve corps except the Marines
missed their recruiting goals in the
first quarter of this fiscal year. The
National Guard signed up barely
half of the recruits it aimed for in
January; its commander warned in
December that unless it received
$20 billion in new weapons and
equipment, the force “will be bro-
ken.”

For several years, policy experts
and congressmen from both par-
ties have been warning Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld that
the size of the Army must be in-
creased to meet the challenges of
the war against terrorism, notwith-
standing his pet doctrine — devel-
oped before Sept. 11, 2001 — of a
smaller, lighter force. Now, thanks
to Mr. Rumsfeld’s stubborn refus-
al to listen, a crisis is at hand.

The Pentagon may finally be con-
ceding some ground: Deputy De-
fense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
told the Senate Armed Services
Committee [last week] that a tem-
porary increase of 30,000 troops in
the Army would be made perma-
nent in the 2007 budget and that a
quadrennial review of Pentagon
doctrine getting under way would
reconsider the size of the force.
That’s a step in the right direction,

but more urgent action is needed.
Last month, a bipartisan group

of former senior defense and secu-
rity officials and policy experts de-
livered a letter to Congress recom-
mending an increase in the ac-
tive-duty Army and Marines to-

gether of at least 25,000 troops
each year over the next several
years. Since such a buildup does
not appear in the administration’s
budget for next year, Congress
should require it — before the dam-
age to the military grows worse.

U.S. must respect S. Korea’s precarious position
BY BENJAMIN S. KNIGHT

The Providence (R.I.) Journal

N
ot more than three years ago, res-
taurants in Seoul were refusing to
serve Americans, “%$& Ameri-
ca!” became a hit single, and the

national teachers union was disseminating
lesson plans teaching anti-Americanism to
schoolchildren.

Today, things have toned down consider-
ably, and yet anti-American protests remain
a common sight. This is our most important
partner in resolving the issue of North Kore-
an President Kim Jong Il’s nuclear program,
and as the third-largest foreign military pres-
ence in Iraq, an essential ally in the war
against terror.

This is disconcerting, not just because the
United States needs every friend it has, but
because as annoyance turns to anger, South
Korea will naturally start looking elsewhere
for a powerful friend to help ensure its secu-
rity. China would love to readopt the pater-
nalistic relationship it has traditionally had
with a unified Korea, and today there are
signs of that relationship’s re-emerging.

Now that China has replaced the United
States as the chief consumer of South Kore-
an goods, more and more South Koreans are
learning Mandarin, as opposed to English.
According to the U.S. Institute of Internation-
al Education, the number of South Koreans
studying in the United States grew 11 per-
cent in 2001. But in large part because of the
extraordinary difficulty of obtaining a U.S.
visa post-Sept. 11, that annual growth has
since slowed to 5 percent. Meanwhile, the
number of South Koreans studying in China
has increased tenfold in the last two years.

International students are the best con-
duits of American culture and perspective,
an important advantage that is slowly being
forfeited to China.

Further contributing to a decline in U.S.
prestige and influence is the withdrawal of
American troops from South Korea to fight
in Iraq, a move forcing officials here [in
Seoul] to question just how much the United
States can be counted on.

On the diplomatic front, China’s pressur-

ing of North Korea to return to six-party
talks on its nuclear program has, in South
Korea’s eyes, contributed far more toward
resolving the nuclear standoff than anything
that the United States has done as of late, es-
pecially in view of President Bush’s pen-
chant for “talking tough.” Many in South
Korea consider Bush to be a greater threat
to stability than Kim Jong Il.

Given how poor America’s image is here,
and the high frustration that many South Ko-
reans feel toward the United States, it is
easy to forget that the common interests be-
tween the two countries are many. The fol-
lowing factors should continue to unite
South Korea and the United States for the
foreseeable future:

� South Korea’s historic successes in pre-
serving its sovereignty (despite its small
size) came as a result of carefully balancing
one great power against another. South
Korea benefits only if the United States and
China compete over its affections.

� The United States has never made any
territorial claims on Korea. However, with
the declaration by Chinese historians that
the ancient Korean kingdom of Koguryo
was, in fact, part of China, Beijing has effec-
tively done just that.

� The United States would greatly benefit
should a united, democratic Korean state
emerge, whereas China would lose a useful
buffer state and ally, and thus is unlikely to
earnestly support reunification.

For the time being, the chances of South
Korea’s embracing China in lieu of the Unit-
ed States are slim. Nevertheless, it is a rela-
tionship that should not be taken for grant-
ed. If the United States is to ensure that
South Korea remains a dependable ally in
the years to come, it must begin to re-evalu-
ate how it deals with both North and South.

A good start is doing a better job of ac-
knowledging our ally’s contributions. It
makes for bad press when the president for-
gets to mention South Korea’s contribution
of 3,600 troops to Iraq.

Another good idea would be if the United
States consulted more with South Korea
about North Korea. As much as South Ko-
rea’s “Sunshine Policy” and Bush’s “Axis of
Evil” might be at odds with each other, re-
member that South Korea not only has the
most to lose in another Korean war, but also
has more experience in dealing with North
Korea as a potential threat. The United
States should do more to cultivate a public

image of standing with our ally in rapproche-
ment with the North, as opposed to wringing
South Korea’s arm to deploy troops to Iraq.

Finally, in addition to decreasing the U.S.
military presence slowly and incrementally,
it wouldn’t hurt if commanders did more to
rein in wild U.S. troops. Pictures of Ameri-
can soldiers with South Korean prostitutes
abound, and elicit a very strong reaction in
this deeply Confucian country. State Depart-
ment talk of “lessening America’s footprint”
in South Korea indicates that it is only too
aware of the problem.

While South Korean President Roh
Moo-hyun’s administration is keenly aware
of the dangers of falling out with the United
States, America’s challenge now must be to
instill in the current generation the same re-
spect for the United States, and U.S.-South
Korean relations, held by their elders. Given
how much South Korean and American in-
terests coincide, to do so should not be diffi-
cult.

However, as more and more youths reach
voting age, irritated at what they perceive to
be a unilateral and unhelpful ally, the clock
is most certainly ticking.

Benjamin S. Knight teaches in South Korea
under a grant from the Fulbright Foundation.

Troop increase justified by new obligations

OPINION
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The Pisces moon is a balm on the
forehead of this fast-paced week. So
much new energy has come into the
mix that we need time to
assimilate. Pisces lunar
energy is introspective and
wise, reminding us that we
needn’t get snagged in the
minutiae or seduced by the
details. All we are learning
will fall into its proper place.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 10). A greater
sense of belonging and
connection to your fellow
man is yours this year.
March brings exciting new
developments in your social
life. Changing something about your
work situation in May leads to inter-
esting friends, and through one of
them, you may even find romance,
right when you thought you weren’t
in the mood.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Communication and community are
key. Why not plan a party for the
folks on your block? Get to know the
people you casually wave hello to
on the street. Use this opportunity to
bury the hatchet with a neighbor.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If
you’ve lately found yourself being
stonewalled when it comes to sign-
ing a document of paramount impor-
tance to your career, the situation
should lighten up considerably.
Power players are in a more agree-
able mood.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Watch for an invitation to travel with
friends. This offer could come
through your schoolmates or a
social group — even your church!
It’s an excellent opportunity for
spiritual growth. Expand your world
and your mind.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). A
corporate entity with money to burn
is eager to finance your latest
project! Watch for subtle opportuni-
ties. Be sure to buy a lottery ticket.
Call your business partners, and stir
the pot a bit. See what bubbles up.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Recon-
nect with friends if you’ve been lying
low recently due to your incredibly
hectic and exciting life. Invitations
and announcements are met with

joy all around. Don’t be surprised if
you’re flooded with visitors bearing
gifts of love.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Presentations and meetings of all
sorts go smoothly. You come out
looking knowledgeable and ap-

proachable, picking up
new clients or even a
date! Regarding your
mail: Toss it, file it, or deal
with it, but don’t let it pile
up.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Lucky you!
Many opportunities for
fun and love present
themselves. Say yes to
any sort of group outing,
and you’re sure to have a
creatively inspiring and

enlightening time. What better way
to beat the winter doldrums?

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Now that the holidays are behind
you, family tensions dissipate. Yes,
you may actually find yourself once
again liking those crazy people to
whom you’re related. Make time for
lazing around the house together.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Is there a concert, movie or
museum exhibit you’ve been dying
to see? Unchain yourself from your
desk for a day! Get out there into the
thick of things, and commune with
your fellow humans. Work can wait;
life can’t.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). An unexpected phone call
could bring outstanding financial
news! Knowing how hard you drive
yourself, this is most likely work-relat-
ed, though it could also be through
an investment or a friend. Take a
bow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Everything just seems a little bit
easier. People are more accessible.
The wheels of innovation and pro-
ductivity spin a little faster. People
just seem to get you. You’re in the
zone. Enjoy this time with someone
special.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You’re in the midst of a huge spiritu-
al growth spurt, becoming the per-
son you’ve always wanted to be.
Your values are changing, and so is
your social circle. Acquaintances
come and go; true friends are forev-
er.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Weaving 

apparatus

5 Infatuated

9 Milne’s “Mr. —

Passes By”

12 Lotion additive

13 Rhone city

14 Cold War faction

(Abbr.)

15 Runt

17 Apiece

18 Play — 

(to pretend)

19 Rubber source

21 Poet cummings

22 Colander

24 Uppercase

27 Likely

28 Tackles’ 

teammates

31 ID datum

32 Miler Sebastian

33 Father’s Day gift

34 Maximally

36 PTA member

37 Cellar, in want

ads (Abbr.)

38 Alienate

40 Continent (Abbr.)

41 Shopping center

43 Dash

47 Have something

wrong

48 Baseball : Little

League :: 

football : —

51 Western st.

52 1998 Andrea

Bocelli album

53 Neutral shade

54 Take a whack at

55 Fast time

56 Put on cargo

Down
1 Reindeer herder,

maybe

2 Hodgepodge

3 “My bad”

4 Unkempt 

situations

5 Morose

6 Favorable vote

7 Asian antelope

8 Bracelet setting

9 Camping gear

10 “Not if — you

first!”

11 “You Bet Your

Life” emcee

16 What, in 

Oaxaca

20 Hail or farewell

22 Thread holder

23 Thing

24 Heathcliff, e.g.

25 Past

26 Pre-game morale

booster

27 Pinnacle

29 Poorly lit

30 Collection

35 “— who?” (Sl.)

37 Keg

39 Relating to the

pope

40 Health farm

41 Treaty

42 Fabulist

43 Bat a gnat

44 Erstwhile

Peruvian

45 Dweeb

46 Authentic

49 Galena, e.g.

50 Brooch

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I faithful-
ly read your column
every day, and I need
your help. I have been
dating a wonderful guy
for about a year and a
half. “George” and I
talked about getting
married and having a
family. Everything was
terrific until a few
months ago.

George informed me
that a female friend of his
needed a place to stay,
and he offered to let her move in
with him. He admitted that he
once had dated this girl, and she
still has feelings for him. This girl
has a reputation for being very
sleazy and often plays the help-
less victim in order to attract
people.

I told George I was NOT OK
with her living with him, and we
left it at that. Two days ago, I
found she has moved into his
house.

George claims nothing has or
will happen, that they’re just
friends and that I’m overreacting.

I am sick to my stomach and
feel betrayed that someone I

trust and love so much
is ready to live with a
loose girl like that. To
make matters worse,
George always men-
tions how great this
girl gets along with his
mother. I feel like the
other woman here. I
don’t want to end this
relationship, but I don’t
see how I can continue
seeing this man.

— The Real Other
Woman

Dear Other Woman: It’s time
to clear things up with George. A
man who is truly committed to
you does not offer to share his
living space with an ex-girl-
friend, especially after you’ve
asked him not to. It shows a
disregard for your feelings and a
willingness to be tempted.

Tell George if the ex needs a
place to live, he should help her
find accommodations some-
where else, but if he insists on
putting her needs above yours,
he is not the man for you.

Dear Annie: I am 14 years

old, and I have a big problem.
My mother is a serious alcoholic.
I’ve talked to my father about it,
and we have tried interventions
with extended family and
friends, but she will not quit.

Mom is unemployed, and I
think she has an emotional disor-
der, because she has no interests
and spends her time walking our
dog all day and complaining
about it. I believe this is rubbing
off on me, as I am prone to mood-
iness.

I need your help.
— No Name, No State

Dear No Name: Until your
mother is ready to make changes,
your efforts may not work. You
need to concentrate on yourself
right now. Please look into Ala-
teen, an organization for teenage
relatives and friends of alcoholics.
The Web site is ala-
teen-al-anon.org, or you can call
1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-2666).

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My boyfriend of

2½ years, “Neil,” broke up with
me last August. At the time, I
couldn’t understand why he
suddenly changed so drastically.
Early in our relationship he had
been accepting of my two chil-
dren, but toward the end he
became distant and cold
to them. Then he told me
he didn’t want to raise
another man’s children
and wasn’t interested in
being a mentor to a teen-
age boy.

Neil was also angry that
I refused to end my rela-
tionship with my best
friend, who happens to be
a gay man. Neil said there
is no place in society for
gays, and he didn’t want a
gay person calling his
house.

Neil works for a company that
he has always had an interest in
owning. Last spring, the owner
died suddenly and left shares of
the business to his widow,
“Nancy,” and their children. Neil
told me he intended to borrow
money from his family and buy

out the youngest son’s interest —
but his family didn’t have the
money to loan. About a month
after that, in the midst of com-
plaining to me about his financial
woes, Neil commented, “Maybe
I’ll get me a rich older woman to
take care of me ... someone like

Nancy.”
Over the next few

months, I saw him less
and less.

Little did I know Neil
had already manipulat-
ed a relationship with
her.

Abby, Nancy is a
very nice, classy per-
son. I like the woman. I
went to her home for
her husband’s wake.
Should I tell Nancy
what Neil is up to, that
he’s a conniving loser?

I’m afraid if I do, she won’t be-
lieve me. Neil can be very sweet
when he wants to be, and I’m
sure she hasn’t glimpsed his
hateful, controlling side. His only
real love is money and power.

My motive is not spite. I don’t
want Neil back. I have a new
boyfriend who is everything Neil

could never be. I just feel Nancy
should know what’s ahead. She
has a gay teenage son. I’m sure
when Neil gets what he wants,
that boy’s life will be hell.

So, you tell me: Should I talk to
Nancy and risk looking like sour
grapes, or let her find out what a
lowlife, gold-digging scumbag
Neil is for herself?

— Torn in San Diego
Dear Torn: Ordinarily, I would

tell you to stay out of it. However,
because of Nancy’s son, I’m
reversing myself.

Make a date with Nancy (if
she’ll see you), and without call-
ing names, tell her about Neil’s
longtime interest in buying into
her business, his cash-flow prob-
lem and his homophobia. If she
has a legal adviser, I’m sure that
person will discuss with her the
advisability of a prenuptial agree-
ment should she decide to remar-
ry. And your conscience will be
clear.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Other woman should know truth

Boyfriend needs to know priorities

Dear Abby
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Tax Assistance 940

Internet Services 600

Financial Services 904Transportation 944

Dental 902

Travel Agencies 1002Attorneys 886 Long Distance
Service 660
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Used washing machines and
dryers, all 220V, delivery, guar-
antee, call 0178-35353233

Toy ShiTzu/Poodle mix, 3
months old, please leave msg

@ 0611-813-8592

HD '04 Sportser 1200 custom,
impact blue HD saddle bags 8,
windscreen $ 9K call
0711-9073405 or email jerry.

labrake@us.army.mil

Household Items 560

SKY TV from SkySat-Europe
The best choice for English/US
TV programs. Sky viewing
cards, receivers and dishes.
Lowest price around. +49 (0)177

847 9722 or
www.skysat-europe.com

Persian Orange longhair, male,
3yrs old, loves people, neutered
and de clawed, $150 call
0 6 3 7 1 - 9 1 6 1 1 0  o r
0160-95293088

Motorcycles 164
Church of Christ

Very convenient to Wiesbaden,
Mainz, and Rhein Main Area

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship: 11:00 AM Wed: Bible
Study 7:00 PM 0673-2937458

and 0162-8603016
Visit our Web Site @
www.mainz-coc.org

2 black leather Love seats $350
each, also 2 black leather
Chairs $200 each, call
06221-7500247 Heidelberg area

Satellite Television 932

Mercedes 380 SLC '80, superi-
or cond, low miles, can be
exported without conversion,
$13k firm call 09347-929377

English Bulldog puppies,
wormed and shots, w/papers,
c a l l  0 6 3 1 - 3 4 2 7 7 6 6  o r
0172-6535503

Furniture 510
Classic Autos 160

CHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-
GART

"Your Home Away From Home"
INFO: 0711-712381 or

0711-3659210
O r  0 7 1 1 - 6 0 1 9 0 2 5  o r

07143-961330
www.Stuttgartchurchofchrist.org

RESUMES-CAREER
COACHING, Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

German Shepard 9 month,
male, registered, obedience
trained. good family dog, in-
cludes accessories, Wiesbaden
area $650, call 06195-676851

Ford Windstar '98, US spec,
dark green, auto, ac, all pwr,
new engine with 19451 mi, new
abs system, good condition,
$5500 call 06371-916110 or
0160-95293088

Resume Service 928Religious Activities 871

Free to good home blk/wht Cat
with supplies, good with kids,
call 01609-9470698 Joe will
deliv in 30 area from Darmstadt

Chevy Tioga '78, V8, 5.7l gas,
dually, 220 volt, ac, heat,
kitchen, bath, 3 beds, 2 kw gen,
$6k, email: motorads@aol.com

MUSIC LESSONS: Piano, Vio-
lin, Singing. Experienced Pro-
fessor, Concert Mistress, and
Soloist. Convenient Wiesbaden
location. 0611 411-1534

Chow-Chow 3 months old, 2
females left, orginal Champion
line, with papers & Shots, euro

1,000 call 0160-6652751

Buses/Vans/RVs 158
Computers 360

Chihuahua puppies, 8wks,
wormed, 400 eur, call
06351-123825 or 0162-5905193

Music Lessons 918
Must see Penthouse Loft App.
in Heidelberg, 155 sqm, roof
terrace, 2 blcy, 3 bdr, 2 bathrms,
1 wc, ug parking, elevator, 5 min
from Patton/Campbell Brks. No
Real Estate commission! Avail.
immediately for Euro 1690
+ut i l i t ies +park ing cal l
0177-3057752

VW Golf IV '98, 1.6l, red,
pwr-sunrf, 5 spd, great stereo
sytstem , 97k km, $7500 obo
call 0171-7621997

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
from 350 euro. delivery 0048
69426-5234 or puppies@wp.pl

Weekend Babysitter needed in
our home. 3 kids age 12, 8 & 6
also one small dog/cat. Referen-
ces req. call 09306-984746 or
0175-7360983 Wuerzburg

Apartment Unfurn 856

Saab 95 '99, US spec, loaded,
5spd, new front tires, sunroof,
dealer maint, 84k mi, $10500
obo, call 06205-285350

Boxer puppies bure breed
brown brendal, euro 500,- call

06134-286956

Full Tm Exp. Nanny for 2
children, 3&5 Wuerzburg LV/out
negot. pay, Must be reliable
w/refs 0931-4527280

Freestanding House direct on
woods for sale. 15 min to
K-town or Rmstn, on bus rts, 4
Bdrm, 2 Bth, 2 Blcnys, ktchn,
mdrm, klr, attic, big yrd, hofs,
cntrl-oil Htr, wdstve. Nature
lovers paradise! Help with fi-
nancing 158.000,Euro obo
06375-993310 or 06375-993310

Do you need help finding an
apartment/house in the Heidel-
berg area, Germany? call:
+49(0)172-7832024 after 1630

SAAB 9-5 '99, green, US Spec,
2.3L turbo auto, loaded, int
phone, new tires $8400 obo call
06105-320606 Darmstadt

Child Care Wanted 300

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

House Unfurnished 878
PT Cruiser Woody '03, blk,
loaded, mint cond, 26500 miles,
below blue book value $17500,
call 0174-7795809

2001 Dupplex for Sale, 4 bed
3.5 bath, garage, heat-flr,garden
, many xtras, euro 415,000 call
(06134) 291-838 Mainz Kastel

15" Kumho Snow-Tires x4, with
rims size 215/75R15 $300 call
0 1 6 0 - 9 8 3 6 5 2 3 3  o r
0931-2879793 leave message

Porsche 944 '85 Wht/blk int,
good condition, german spec
$3,200 obo, call 0178-8616422

or 07151-8400

1 Male+ 1 Female adult Rabbits,
cage,etc 50 euro, M Yorkshire
For stud small babydool face

500 euro, call 0932-192359

Real Estate 850Automotive 140
Auto Parts 180

Porsche 944 '85 Targa, auto,
a/c, sunroof, superior cond,
many new parts, euro 6,000 call

Tel . 06224-921299
Pets 820

Cadilac Deville '97 D'legance
new brakes, good cond, 98K
mil, $ 8,000 obo, call Tel.

09841-685138

White West Highland Terriors
puppies, very seldom, shots,
wormed, 450 eur, call
0160-6652751

Opel Omega '88, st-wgn, 5spd,
well  kept, $1000 cal l
06183-929310 or 0179-7804563

Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 40K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, pm, 6 cd,
run boards, call 0170-6552530
or 09366-982878

To long Alone, Female 30,
looking for a serious relation-
s h i p ,  e m a i l

zippolinchen@aol.com

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

www.militaryusedcars.com
FOR ALL YOUR NEW AND

USED CAR NEEDS
OR CALL 0171-7869250

BMW 528i '98 Sportwagon
Euro-spec 107k km, Black, auto,
sunroof, navigation system,
leather int, exc. cond. $17,000
neg. 06371-50253 lv message

Sharpei 8 months, male with
papers, beautiful rare breed,
a n d  m a r k i n g s ,  c a l l
06313-427766 or 0172-6535503

Opel Astra '03, st-wgn, 5spd,
ac, all-pwr, ex-cond, 67k km,
lim-warranty, 2 sets of tires,
$12500 obo, call 0173-6787744

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Wiesbaden

Lorelei Ring 23. Bible Study
- 10:00 A.M., Worship -
11:00 A.M. For info contact:
Bill Weger - 06105-277514
J a m e s  W a l k e r  -
06122-588628 Uli Mueller -
06128-741124 Klaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Person to Person 800
Mazda Truck '03, US spec,
met-silv, V6 4.0l, 4dr, 3k mi, 3.5
yr. warranty, $17900 or trade for
Euro spec, call 0176-20824637
o r  w w w . g e o c i t i e s .
com/mazdab4000truck

Nissan Sentra GXE '95, auto,
orig. owner, well maint, 105k mi,
$3450, DSN 330-7876 evening
06128-945433 US spec

Pets 820 Religious Activities 871
Trucks 174

Selling luxurious King size
bedrm set, ,white kitchen all
Siemens, LG Flat TV, PC, 2 yrs.

old call 0173-8018785

BMW 520i '96 Tourning Exceu-
tive Edition, germ spec, fullly
loaded, auto, lthr, Double sun-
roof, low milage, 17 in BMW, all
seanon tire, new brakes, excl
condi, $ 6,800 obo please call
DS 346-5400 or 06103-8036231

Mini Cooper S '03, US spec,
gray, fully loaded, navi, 14k mi,
$21500 obo call 0160-92676411
or 0611-3807654

NEW LOCATION
Frank's Shop is now in the
Gattingerstr 11, in Wuerzburg.
We specialize in US car repair,
Transmission work, Body work,
Free estimate, VAT forms ac-
cepted, English spoken, Call us

at 0931-3293709

PCS Sale 780
JEEP Liberty '04, Sport V6, 5
spd, pw,pl, 11K mi, go anwhere,
asking $18,500. 09841-403768
& 0160-92689246

BMW 318i '94, ac, airbag,
dark-green met, 90k mi, pwr-
win, 1owner, loaded, euro 4100,
call 0178-6711575 Wiesbaden

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

Mercedes C280 '96 auto, 144k
km, dlr main, new tires & Batt,
pw, ps, abs, 6/cd, cass, leather,

sunroof $6,600, 06202-53260

ISUZU Rodeo '00 Red excellent
condition, fully loaded, sunroof,
68K miles, $11,000 obo, call

06151-9511854

Engagement Marquise Ring Sol
.42Carat. Wedding Band Wrap
.40Carat 2 Marq 2 Trill $800
0172-3016464

BMW 325i '02, 22k miles,U.S
spec, prem pkg, 4dr,spoiler, tint
windows, blue, heated seats.
$25,995 017224344756 or

trinimanmd@yahoo.com

Mercedes C180 '97 Elegance,
Silver, 5 spd, sunroof euro spec,
52K km, $ 9,500 obo, call
06204-9860236 Mannheim area

Cheap Cars in Wiesbaden/MZ
call 0179-5209379 email:
dhendrix69@excite.com

Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Jewelry 610

BMW 330 '02 Convertible, US
Specs, fully loaded, hard top,
40k, excellent condition, asking
$31,500, call 06252-128120

Isuzu Sedan '90 4dr, turbo-
diesel 40 MPG, red met, 5 spd,
new inspec, excl cond, sunroof

$ 1,600 call 09502-923841

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Audi A8L '01, 4.2l, blk, loaded,
all dealer maint, dvd, fax
navigation, 6 cd, must see $29k
obo, call 0177-2463479

Honda S2000 '03, US Spec,
silver conv, 11k mi, alarm,
loaded and leather, garage kept,
$26800 obo must sell. call
06337-209323 or 0174-3017940

Announcements 040

Audi A3 '02 Silv, german
specs,67 k km,102 hp, 5 door,
all extras, eps, abs, air cond,
$14,233 06118162182 or

06111669682

Ford Mustang Cobra '94, blk,
V8, 5 spd, loaded, aftermarket
parts, tint, c.a.i. , 58k mi, $10500
obo, call 0160-96524840 DA

CARS WANTED!
US/Euro Spec.
Cars Trucks SUV's
Vans '96-2004
Models Top Prices
P a i d  T e l :

0631-940050

www.adopt-abroad.com US
lic. adoption & homestudy agen-
cy (49) 030 827 01622

Adoption Services 020 Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Computers 360 Religious Activities 871
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BY NANCY ARMOUR

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Tamika Catch-
ings didn’t think she’d get a
chance to play professional bas-
ketball when she was growing up,
let alone be able to play in her
hometown, in front of family and
friends.

Well, now she can.
The WNBA awarded an expan-

sion team to Chicago on Tuesday,
giving the league its 14th team
and returning women’s profes-
sional basketball to the home of
the Chicago Hustle. The team will
begin play in 2006 at the Illi-
nois-Chicago Pavilion.

“This is an amazing time,” said
Catchings, a Chicago native who
plays for the Indiana Fever. “I
want to thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for making this
possible. . . . This is an awesome
opportunity.”

The Chicago team — its nick-
name will be announced later —
will be the WNBA’s first new fran-
chise since 2002. San Antonio and
Connecticut began play in 2003,
but each moved from a previous
location. It also will be the second
team with outside owners, with
real estate developer Michael
Alter leading a group of 15-20
local investors.

The Chicago franchise doesn’t
have any players yet and, unlike
when the league began, the
WNBA won’t assign any who
have local ties. So for now, Catch-
ings is slated to be a visiting play-
er in her hometown.

The were will be an expansion
draft, probably in November or
December, and the team will also
have money under the salary cap
to sign free agents.

Teams had to be affiliated with
their city’s NBA team under the
WNBA’s original rules, but the
league dropped that restriction in
October 2002.

“The idea to bring the WNBA to
Chicago really started a year ago,
when I had the great privilege of
meeting a group of WNBA players
at the All-Star Game. For me, it
was like meeting Ernie Banks and
Bill Russell in their prime,” Alter
said. “After meeting these amaz-
ing women and learning more
about the WNBA, it just did not
make sense to me that the
third-largest city in the country
and frankly, in my opinion, the
best sports town in the country,
did not have a WNBA team.”

The league started with eight
teams in 1997 and expanded to 16
in 2002, but three franchises fold-
ed: Cleveland, Miami and Port-
land.

Chicago had always seemed
like a logical spot for a WNBA
franchise. The Hustle was one of
the original teams in the Wom-
en’s Professional Basketball
League, and drew big crowds for
its games on the DePaul campus.

The Bulls considered applying
for a WNBA franchise, but
dropped the idea when fewer than
1,000 people were willing to pay
$100 to reserve season tickets.

Chicago
gets new
WNBA
franchise
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AFN TV & Radio
Thursday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-Soccer: USA men at
Trinidad and Tobago, World Cup qualifier
(dld).
AFN-Sports, noon-College basketball:

Northern Iowa at Creighton (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.-College basketball:

North Carolina at Duke (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.-NBA: Charlotte at Indi-

ana (dld).
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.-Golf: Pebble Beach Na-

tional Pro-Am, first round.

Friday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.-College basketball:

Tennessee women at Louisiana St.
AFN-Sports and Radio, 2 a.m.-NBA: L.A. Lak-

ers at Detroit.
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.-College basketball:

Xavier at Cincinnati.
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.-NBA: Sacramento at

Seattle.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-College basketball:

North Carolina St. at Wake Forest (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon-College basketball:

Gonzaga at Pepperdine (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.-College basketball:

Washington at Oregon (dld).
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.-Golf: Pebble Beach Na-

tional Pro-Am, second round.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday
1. Illinois (24-0) beat Michigan 57-51. Next:

vs. No. 20 Wisconsin, Saturday.
2. North Carolina (19-2) did not play. Next:

at No. 7 Duke, Wednesday.
3. Kansas (18-1) did not play. Next: at Kan-

sas State, Wednesday.
4. Boston College (20-1) lost to Notre Dame

68-65. Next: vs. Rutgers, Wednesday, Feb. 16.
5. Kentucky (18-2) beat Florida 69-66. Next:

vs. Georgia, Saturday.
6. Wake Forest (19-3) did not play. Next:

vs. North Carolina State, Thursday.
7. Duke (17-2) did not play. Next: vs. No. 2

North Carolina, Wednesday.
8. Syracuse (21-3) did not play. Next: at No.

22 Villanova, Saturday.
9. Louisville (20-3) did not play. Next: vs.

Memphis, Wednesday.
10. Oklahoma State (18-3) did not play.

Next: at Texas A&M, Saturday.
11. Washington (19-3) did not play. Next:

at Oregon, Thursday.
12. Arizona (19-4) did not play. Next: at

Southern California, Thursday.
13. Michigan State (15-4) did not play.

Next: vs. Ohio State, Wednesday.
14. Gonzaga (17-4) did not play. Next: at

Pepperdine, Thursday.
15. Utah (20-3) did not play. Next: vs. Colo-

rado State, Saturday.
16. Oklahoma (17-5) did not play. Next: at

Missouri, Saturday.
17. Alabama (17-4) did not play. Next: at

Tennessee, Wednesday.
18. Pittsburgh (16-4) beat St. John’s 55-44.

Next: vs. Notre Dame, Saturday.
19. Connecticut (15-5) did not play. Next:

vs. No. 2 North Carolina, Sunday.
20. Wisconsin (15-5) did not play. Next: vs.

Iowa, Wednesday.
21. Cincinnati (17-5) did not play. Next: vs.

Xavier, Thursday.
22. Villanova (14-5) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 8 Syracuse, Saturday.
23. Texas (15-7) lost to Colorado 88-79.

Next: vs. Kansas State, Saturday.
24. Pacific (18-2) did not play. Next: at

Idaho, Thursday.
25. Texas Tech (14-5) did not play. Next: vs.

Baylor, Wednesday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Albright 81, Widener 68
Amherst 90, Lasell 78
Bentley 70, Franklin Pierce 67
Brockport 80, Buffalo St. 74
Bryant 56, LeMoyne 49
Coast Guard 71, Babson 62
Colby-Sawyer 79, Curry 67
Cortland St. 68, Oneonta 63
DeSales 82, FDU-Florham 73
Delaware Valley 68, Drew 51
Elizabethtown 81, Juniata 66
Emerson 92, Albertus Magnus 77
Endicott 92, E. Nazarene 49
Felician 87, Nyack 72
Framingham St. 72, Worcester St. 69
Holy Family 106, Columbia Union 90
Lake Erie 90, La Roche 86
Mass.-Boston 70, S. Maine 66
Mass.-Lowell 61, Stonehill 56
Merrimack 78, S. New Hampshire 72
Monmouth, N.J. 91, Quinnipiac 81
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 89, Manhattanville 78
New Paltz 85, Castleton St. 64
Norwich 72, Daniel Webster 58
Penn 70, Princeton 62, OT
Penn St. Behrend 69, Hilbert 54
Pittsburgh 55, St. John’s 44
Plattsburgh 77, Middlebury 64
Plymouth St. 91, Keene St. 86
Potsdam 78, Utica Tech 71
Roberts Wesleyan 76, Houghton 64
Roger Williams 79, Wentworth Tech 61
Rutgers 62, Seton Hall 61, OT
Salem St. 84, Westfield St. 68
Springfield 67, Clark U. 52
St. Anselm 60, American International 47
St. John Fisher 82, Alfred 64
St. Lawrence 69, Clarkson 67, OT
St. Michael’s 89, Assumption 84
St. Rose 88, Pace 65
St. Vincent 87, Daemen 80

Tufts 97, Newbury 61
W. New England 77, S. Vermont 66
Worcester Tech 75, Wheaton, Mass. 68

SOUTH
Christopher Newport 81, N.C. Wesleyan 69
Fla. Gulf Coast 69, Johnson & Wales, Fla. 49
Gardner-Webb 64, Campbell 62
Georgia Southern 85, UNC-Greensboro 79
Georgia Tech 70, Clemson 62
Greensboro 84, Ferrum 68
Johnson C. Smith 83, Virginia St. 76
Kentucky 69, Florida 66
Ky. Christian 115, Appalachian Bible 68
Livingstone 71, Elizabeth City St. 70
Maryland 86, Virginia Tech 71
Mercer 94, Savannah St. 62
Methodist 69, Averett 55
N.C. Central 74, Fayetteville St. 72
Shaw 78, St. Paul’s 65
Spalding 62, Berea 54
Union, Ky. 96, Va. Intermont 70
Union, Tenn. 85, Lambuth 61
Winthrop 72, High Point 55

MIDWEST
Adrian 79, Alma 74
Albion 109, Tri-State 93
Bellevue 79, York, Neb. 67
Buena Vista 65, Loras 61
Buffalo 85, W. Michigan 79
Cedarville 89, Urbana 86
Dordt 95, Martin Luther 72
Geneva 85, Notre Dame Coll. 83
Illinois 57, Michigan 51
Iowa St. 65, Nebraska 60
Luther 71, Cent. Iowa 55
Notre Dame 68, Boston College 65
Ohio Dominican 71, Shawnee St. 69
Rio Grande 79, Wilberforce 63
SE Missouri 88, E. Illinois 79
St. Francis, Ind. 64, Indiana Wesleyan 51
Taylor 81, Grace 77
Tiffin 84, Mount Vernon Nazarene 72
Walsh 77, Malone 73
Wayne, Mich. 60, Central St., Ohio 40

SOUTHWEST
Rice 82, Rockhurst 63

FAR WEST
Chaminade 92, W. New Mexico 77
Colorado 88, Texas 79
Montana St.-Billings 105, Hawaii-Hilo 95
N.M. Highlands 107, Colo.-Colo. Springs 77

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. LSU (21-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 5
Tennessee, Thursday.
2. Ohio State (22-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Michigan, Thursday.
3. Duke (22-2) did not play. Next: at No. 19
Maryland, Sunday.
4. Stanford (21-2) did not play. Next: at Cali-
fornia, Friday.
5. Tennessee (18-3) did not play. Next: at
No. 1 LSU, Thursday.
6. Notre Dame (20-3) did not play. Next: at
Providence, Wednesday.
7. Baylor (17-3) did not play. Next: at Okla-
homa, Wednesday.
8. North Carolina (19-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Virginia Tech, Friday.
9. Michigan State (20-3) did not play. Next:
at No. 12 Minnesota, Thursday.
10. Connecticut (15-5) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 22 Boston College, Wednesday.
11. Rutgers (16-5) did not play. Next: at
Seton Hall, Wednesday.
12. Minnesota (18-4) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 9 Michigan State, Thursday.
13. Texas Tech (17-4) beat No. 14 Iowa
State 89-62. Next: at No. 17 Texas, Sunday.
14. Iowa State (18-3) lost to No. 13 Texas
Tech 89-62. Next: at Nebraska, Saturday.
15. DePaul (19-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Houston, Friday.
16. Kansas State (17-4) did not play. Next:
at Oklahoma, Sunday.
17. Texas (13-7) did not play. Next: vs. Ne-
braska, Wednesday.
18. Georgia (18-6) did not play. Next: vs.
South Carolina, Thursday.
19. Maryland (16-5) did not play. Next: vs.
Wake Forest, Thursday.
20. Temple (18-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Saint Joseph’s, Thursday.
21. Vanderbilt (16-5) did not play. Next: vs.
Auburn, Thursday.
22. Boston College (15-5) did not play.
Next: at No. 10 Connecticut, Wednesday.
23. North Carolina State (16-5) did not play.
Next: at Georgia Tech, Thursday.
24. Wisconsin-Green Bay (20-2) did not
play. Next: at Detroit, Thursday.
25. Penn State (14-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Indiana, Thursday.

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany, N.Y. 50, Binghamton 49
Allegheny 61, Fredonia St. 52
Assumption 53, St. Michael’s 39
Babson 64, Worcester Tech 52
Bentley 59, Franklin Pierce 51
Bowie St. 83, Virginia Union 78
Brockport 61, Buffalo St. 53
Bryant 90, LeMoyne 86, 2OT
Colby 68, Newbury 50

Colby-Sawyer 66, Curry 52
Delaware Valley 61, Drew 52
Endicott 66, E. Nazarene 30
Felician 64, Nyack 47
Hartwick 80, Albany Pharmacy 59
Johns Hopkins 81, McDaniel 80, OT
La Roche 61, Lake Erie 47
Maine 59, New Hampshire 50
Merrimack 77, S. New Hampshire 62
Mount Holyoke 60, Wheaton, Mass. 59
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 74, Centenary, N.J. 30
Oneonta 54, Cortland St. 50
Penn St. Behrend 67, Hilbert 49
Pitt.-Greensburg 82, Penn St.-Altoona 70
Plattsburgh 59, Middlebury 58
Plymouth St. 62, Keene St. 49
Roberts Wesleyan 76, Houghton 51
Rochester 65, Ithaca 59, OT
Roger Williams 68, Wentworth Tech 64
S. Maine 86, Mass.-Boston 43
Salem St. 65, Westfield St. 51
Springfield 79, Smith 47
St. John Fisher 66, Alfred 55
St. Lawrence 66, Clarkson 33
St. Rose 57, Pace 49
St. Vincent 87, Carlow 76
Stonehill 78, Mass.-Lowell 66
Swarthmore 63, Muhlenberg 61
Tufts 65, Salve Regina 60
Ursinus 63, Bryn Mawr 40
Utica Tech 62, Potsdam 47
W. New England 78, Daniel Webster 40
Washington, Md. 65, Haverford 54
Wesleyan, Conn. 45, Fitchburg St. 42
West Virginia 84, St. John’s 58
Worcester St. 56, Framingham St. 45

SOUTH
Bryan 71, Tenn. Temple 61
Christopher Newport 55, N.C. Wesleyan 49
Delta St. 67, Arkansas Baptist 43
Elizabeth City St. 79, Livingstone 74
Fayetteville St. 83, N.C. Central 78
Greensboro 76, Ferrum 58
Johnson C. Smith 83, Virginia St. 72
Kentucky Christian 77, Appalachian Bible 33
Methodist 76, Averett 56
Union, Tenn. 71, Lambuth 38
Va. Intermont 72, Union, Ky. 66
Va. Wesleyan 74, Lynchburg 71

MIDWEST
Aurora 67, Dominican, Ill. 55
Bowling Green 69, Ball St. 49
Buena Vista 91, Loras 64
Cedarville 83, Urbana 62
Clarke 61, Concordia, Ill. 48
Coll. of the Ozarks 73, Okla. Wesleyan 66
Doane 76, Midland Lutheran 69
Dordt 71, Martin Luther 62
Edgewood 65, Concordia, Wis. 48
Elmhurst 65, Augustana,Ill. 62
Eureka 64, Benedictine,Ill. 50
Finlandia 68, Northland 66
Illinois Weslyn 57, Carthage 49
Luther 70, Cent. Iowa 61
Malone 67, Walsh 50
Marantha Baptist 71, Alverno 69
Millikin 61, Wheaton, Ill. 58
Mount Vernon Nazarene 72, Tiffin 70
North Central 71, North Park 57
Notre Dame Coll. 71, Geneva 62
SE Missouri 71, E. Illinois 56
Shawnee St. 89, Ohio Dominican 58
Simpson, Iowa 74, Dubuque 59
St. Xavier 70, Purdue-Calumet 54
Toledo 65, Cent. Michigan 51
Wilberforce 92, Rio Grande 88
Wis.-Oshkosh 71, Wis.-Platteville 66
Wis.-River Falls 84, Wis.-LaCrosse 41
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 67, Wis.-Whitewater 43
Wis.-Stout 69, Wis.-Superior 43

SOUTHWEST
Mary Hardin-Baylor 66, Concordia-Austin 51
Texas A&M 88, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 64
Texas Tech 89, Iowa St. 62

FAR WEST
N.M. Highlands 79, Colo.-Colo. Springs 71

EXHIBITION
Slovak Republic 69, Wartburg 62

Tennis
Open Gaz de France

Wednesday
At Stade Pierre de Coubertin

Paris
Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Marion Bartoli, France, def. Eleni Daniilid-
ou, Greece, 6-3, 2-0, retired.

Second Round
Silvia Farina Elia (7), Italy, def. Virginie Raz-
zano, France, 6-4, 6-1.

Tuesday
Singles

First Round
Vera Douchevina, Russia, def. Iveta Benes-
ova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3.
Selima Sfar, Tunisia, def. Flavia Pennetta,
Italy, 7-6 (1), 6-2.
Magdalena Maleeva (8), Bulgaria, def.
Claudine Schaul, Luxembourg, 7-6 (4), 7-6
(9).
Jelena Jankovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Emilie Loit, France, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

Tatiana Golovin, France, def. Severine Bel-
trame, France, 6-2, 7-6 (7).
Virginie Razzano, France, def. Anna Smash-
nova, Israel, 6-2, 6-3.

Doubles
First Round

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and Di-
nara Safina, Russia, def.
Vanessa Henke, Germany, and Camille Pin,
France, 7-6 (5), 6-2.
Maria Elena Camerin, Italy, and Denisa
Chladkova, Czech Republic, def. Caroline
Dhenin, France, and Maureen Drake, Cana-
da, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Open 13
Wednesday

At Palais des Sports de Marseille
Marseille, France

Purse: $656,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Wang Yeu-tzuoo,
Taiwan, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Taylor Dent, United States, def. Julien Ben-

neteau, France, 6-2, 6-2.
Igor Andreev, Russia, def. Gael Monfils,

France, 6-3, 6-2.
Ivan Ljubicic (8), Croatia, def. Victor Hanes-

cu, Romania, 7-6 (6), 5-7, 6-4.
Sebastien De Chaunac, France, def. Giuller-

mo Coria (1), Argentina, 6-4, 7-5.
Second Round

Sjeng Schalken, Netherlands, def. Jerome
Haehnel, France, 6-4, 6-2.

Tuesday
Singles

First Round
Jerome Haehnel, France, def. Jean-Rene Li-

snard, France, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-4.
Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, def. Para-

dorn Srichaphan, Thailand, 6-7 (5), 6-2, 7-6
(4).
Gilles Simon, France, def. Thomas Johans-

son, Sweden, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.
Karol Beck, Slovakia, def. Nicolas Kiefer

(7), Germany, 6-3, 6-2.
Joachim Johansson (3), Sweden, def. Juan

Carlos Ferrero, Spain, 7-6 (4), 6-3.
Greg Rusedski, Britain, def. Michael Llo-

dra, France, 7-6 (2), 4-6, 6-3.
Doubles
First Round

Feliciano Lopez and Fernando Verdasco,
Spain, def. Cyril Suk and Pavel Vizner (2),
Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (9).
Mark Knowles, Bahamas, and Daniel

Nestor (1), Canada, def.
Sebastien De Chaunac and Jean-Rene Lis-

nard, France, 7-5, 6-4.
Taylor Dent, United States, and Joachim Jo-

hansson, Sweden, vs.
Jean-Francois Bachelot and Arnaud Clem-

ent, France Martin Damm and Radek
Stepanek (4), Czech Republic, def. Tomas
Berdych, Czech Republic, and Rainer Schuet-
tler, Germany, 7-5, 6-3

Golf
PGA Tour statistics

Through Feb. 6
Scoring Average

1, Charles Howell III, 68.74. 2, Tim Herron,
68.77. 3, Tom Lehman, 68.94. 4, Loren Rob-
erts, 68.97. 5, Ernie Els, 68.99. 6, Tim Clark,
69.13. 7, Jason Bohn, 69.22. 8 (tie), Andrew
Magee and Craig Stadler, 69.26. 10, Luke
Donald, 69.29.

Driving Distance
1, John Elliott, 313.5. 2, Hunter Mahan,

310.4. 3, Brandt Jobe, 309.6. 4, Tiger Woods,
303.1. 5, Brett Quigley, 303.0. 6 (tie), Chris
Smith and Hank Kuehne, 302.8. 8, Davis Love
III, 302.5. 9, Phil Mickelson, 301.8. 10, Charles
Warren, 301.5.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Tim Clark, 77.9%. 2, Jay Williamson,

76.6%. 3, Olin Browne, 76.5%. 4, Bart Bryant,
76.3%. 5 (tie), Fred Funk and Scott Verplank,
75.0%. 7 (tie), Robert Damron and Heath Sloc-
um, 74.4%. 9, Jay Haas, 73.3%. 10, Joey Sindel-
ar, 72.5%.

Greens in Regulation Pct.
1, Sergio Garcia, 81.9%. 2, Olin Browne,

81.1%. 3, Kenny Perry, 79.2%. 4, Ernie Els,
78.2%. 5 (tie), Tiger Woods, Carlos Franco
and Tim Clark, 77.8%. 8, Hunter Mahan,
76.9%. 9, Fred Funk, 76.8%. 10, Craig Barlow,
76.5%.

Total Driving
1, Davis Love III, 30. 2, Charles Warren, 53.

3, Hunter Mahan, 59. 4, Mark Calcavecchia,
70. 5, Jay Williamson, 73. 6, John Senden, 74.
7 (tie), Kenny Perry and Joey Sindelar, 77. 9
(tie), Stephen Ames and John Rollins, 78.

Putting Average
1, Scott McCarron, 1.636. 2, Ben Crane,

1.653. 3 (tie), Justin Leonard and Joe Ogilvie,
1.667. 5, Tim Clark, 1.671. 6, Paul Goydos,
1.672. 7, Peter Lonard, 1.676. 8, Ernie Els,
1.680. 9, Phillip Price, 1.688. 10, Chris Riley,
1.690.

Birdie Average
1, Tim Clark, 6.60. 2, Tiger Woods, 5.88. 3,
Davis Love III, 5.80. 4, Ernie Els, 5.58. 5, Phil
Mickelson, 5.38. 6, Fred Couples, 5.22. 7,
David Toms, 5.12. 8, Justin Leonard, 5.11. 9,
Peter Lonard, 5.00. 10, Loren Roberts, 4.89.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Joe Ogilvie, 40.5. 2 (tie), Ian Poulter and
Jason Bohn, 48.0. 4 (tie), Lee Janzen, Neal
Lancaster and Brandt Jobe, 54.0. 7, Shaun
Micheel, 58.5. 8 (tie), Mark Calcavecchia and
Tag Ridings, 60.0. 10, 2 tied with 66.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Luke Donald, 100.0%. 2, Billy Andrade,
78.6%. 3, Ben Crane, 76.5%. 4, Tim Clark,
75.0%. 5, Fred Funk, 72.7%. 6 (tie), Dean Wil-
son and Charles Howell III, 71.4%. 8 (tie),
Paul Goydos and D.A. Points, 70.0%. 10, 2 tied
with 69.2%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Davis Love III, 194. 2, Tim Clark, 228. 3,
Scott Verplank, 316. 4, Ernie Els, 319. 5, Mark
Calcavecchia, 337. 6, Vijay Singh, 338. 7, Tim
Herron, 348. 8, Ian Poulter, 355. 9, Jim Furyk,
363. 10, Hunter Mahan, 366.

College hockey
Tuesday’s scores

EAST
American International 2, Bentley 2, tie
Babson 4, Curry 2
Bowdoin 5, Colby 3
Framingham St. 6, Stonehill 3
Neumann 4, Lebanon Valley 3
Sacred Heart 2, Army 1
W. New England 5, Nichols 5, tie

Deals
Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms with
1B Roberto Petagine on a minor league con-
tract.
DETROIT TIGERS—Named Javair Gillett
strength and conditioning coordinator.
MINNESOTA TWINS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Carlos Silva on a two-year contract.
TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms

with INF Jorge Cantu on a one-year contract
and OF Tom Goodwin on aminor league con-
tract.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Named Bill
Singer, Bill Weaver and Chris Bando scouts.
COLORADO ROCKIES—Agreed to terms
with INF Clint Barmes, C J.D. Closser, LHP Jeff
Francis, OF Choo Freeman and RHP Chin-hui
Tsao on one-year contracts.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms

with RHP Jose Capellan, RHP Justin Lehr,
RHP Luis Pena, LHP Jorge De La Rosa and OF
Corey Hart on one-year contracts.
PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Agreed to terms

with OF Rajai Davis, INF Brad Eldred, RHP
Matt Peterson and LHP Cory Stewart on
one-year contracts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BOSTON CELTICS—Traded F Walter Mc-
Carty to Phoenix for a 2005 second-round
draft pick.
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Waived F Jamal

Sampson.
SAN ANTONIO SPURS—Placed Mike Wilks

on the injured list. Activated C Rasho Nester-
ovic from the injured list.
SEATTLE SUPERSONICS—Placed G Mateen

Cleaves on the injured list. Activated C Rob-
ert Swift from the injured list.
Women’s National Basketball Association
WNBA—Awarded a franchise to Chicago

for the 2006 season.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
CHICAGO BEARS—Claimed TE Darnell Sand-

ers off waivers from the Atlanta Falcons.
CLEVELAND BROWNS—Named Romeo

Crennel coach and agreed to terms with him
on a five-year contract.
GREEN BAY PACKERS—Named Bob Sand-

ers and Robert Nunn defensive assistant
coaches.
NEW YORK JETS—Named Jeremy Bates

quarterbacks coach and Pep Hamilton wide
receivers coach.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Signed WR Jerheme

Urban and WR Jason Willis.
SOCCER

Major League Soccer
CHICAGO FIRE—Signed D-MF Ivan Guerre-

ro.
COLLEGE

MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE—Approved
the return of Bowling Green to the league’s
East Division in all sports effective this fall.
ABILENE CHRISTIAN—Named Ken Collums

offensive coordinator.
BRIGHAM YOUNG—Named Patrick Higgins

receivers and special teams coach.
CONNECTICUT—Named Holly Strauss vol-

leyball coach.
DUKE—Named Marshall Ray men’s assis-

tant soccer coach.
EAST CAROLINA—Named Rick Smith defen-

sive backs coach.
HIGH POINT—Suspended men’s basketball

F Danny Gathings indefinitely for a violation
of team rules.
LEBANON VALLEY—Named Robert Rudol-

ph and Joe Shiner assistant baseball coach-
es.
NORFOLK STATE—Announced the resigna-

tion of Marty Miller, baseball coach, to con-
centrate on his duties as acting athletic di-
rector. Named Claudell Clark interim base-
ball coach.
PURDUE—NamedMike Jacobs graduate as-

sistant football coach.
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI—Named Fred Tate

defensive tackles coach, Randy Butler tight
ends coach, Ron McCrone defensive ends
coach, Lytrel Pollard linebackers coach and
Derrick Nix running backs coach.
VALPARAISO—Named Stan Rettew foot-

ball defensive coordinator.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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BY ANDREW DAMPF

The Associated Press

TURIN, Italy

F
igure skaters glide
across the freshly laid
ice at the renovated Pa-
lavela arena. Short-track

speedskating is a big hit with the
locals. Ski and bobsled races
come off without a hitch in the
surrounding Alps.

One year before the 2006 Win-
ter Olympics, Turin and the Pied-
mont region of northwestern Italy
are getting a taste of the real thing.

So far, so good.
Despite continuing budget,

sponsorship and housing prob-
lems, a series of successful test
events has eased concerns over
the state of preparations for the
Feb. 10-26, 2006, showcase — the
first Winter Games in Italy since
Cortina d’Ampezzo in 1956.

“I don’t want any triumphalism
— I’m aware that we still have a
lot of work to do,” organizing com-
mittee chief Valentino Castellani
said. “But we don’t have delays or
emergencies.”

A few months ago, Turin’s prep-
arations were being compared to
Athens’ frenzied, last-minute
race to get ready for the 2004
Summer Olympics. Now there’s a
sense of relative calm among
local organizers and Internation-
al Olympic Committee officials.

“I don’t think there is any possi-
ble comparison between Athens
and Turin,” said Gilbert Felli, the
IOC’s executive director for the
Olympic Games. “The venue for
figure skating is ready. The ven-
ues for cross-country, ski jump-
ing and all the Alpine skiing are
ready, so there is nothing to com-
pare with Athens. They are on
track.”

Felli spoke after attending last
week’s opening of the European

Figure Skating Championships at
the 8,250-seat Palavela, featuring
an arching cement roof resem-
bling a billowing sail.

Workers were still painting and
tinkering with wires days before
the event, but completed the job
just in time.

The Palavela also hosted the
European short-track speedskat-
ing championships last month,
drawing full crowds for a sport
with little following in Italy.

Cross-country ski races took
place Jan. 22-23 in Pragelato; bob-
sled and skeleton events were
held Jan. 20-23, and luge events
were scheduled for Feb. 5-6 in Ce-
sana-Pariol, but were canceled.
In December, the World Cup ski
circuit made its annual stop in
Sestriere, a resort founded by Fi-
at’s Agnelli family that will be the
center for Alpine events during
the Olympics.

Ice sports will be in downtown
Turin and snow events in Sestri-
ere and surrounding villages,

about 62 miles from the city.
There will be three Olympic vil-
lages — one in Turin for 2,500 ath-
letes and coaches and two more
in the mountains for an equal
number of competitors. Housing
problems remain in the Alpine
zone for fans, media and others.

The organizing committee
(TOROC) is encouraging the ex-
pansion of existing hotels and ask-
ing residents to open up their va-
cation homes for some of the 1.5
million spectators expected dur-
ing the games.

There also are tentative plans
to house some of TOROC’s work
force in temporary housing.

“We’ve done a lot of work. (Ac-
commodation) was a very deli-
cate, difficult matter. In our candi-
dacy, it was one of our weakest
points,” Castellani said.

In November, Castellani — a
former left-leaning mayor of
Turin — threatened to resign as
local Olympics chief in the face of
mounting criticism from Italy’s
right-leaning government and a
budget shortfall of $235 million.

In the end, Castellani stayed
on, although he must now work
with a government-appointed su-
pervisor, Mario Pescante, a
sports and cultural undersecre-
tary who is also an IOC member.

It’s been unclear how the two
men will share responsibility, but
they’ve avoided any conflict so far.

“My role is president of the or-
ganizing committee. The role of
Mario Pescante, alongside me on
behalf of the government, is to be
a special sort of go-between,” Cas-
tellani said.

“I’m here morning until night,
he’s here part-time,” Castellani
said in an interview at TOROC’s
bustling headquarters in a north-
ern Turin neighborhood.

The budget gap, now reduced
to $196 million, is due mainly to a

lack of support from state-owned
companies. But TOROC and the
government say the funds should
be secured soon.

TOROC’s operating budget is
around $1.5 billion. That doesn’t
count funds spent by the govern-
ment on infrastructure projects.

“For someone’s personal bud-
get, $196 million is a stratospher-
ic figure, but it’s only [a fraction]
of the entire games’ cost,” Castel-
lani said.

IOC President Jacques Rogge
met with Italian Premier Silvio
Berlusconi in November in Rome
to press for government assis-
tance in financing and promoting
the Games.

“At the end of the day, I’m sure
the Italian government will do the
necessary thing,” Felli said.

For decades, Turin was a city
dominated by Fiat, with migrant
workers from the south filling the
automaker’s factories. Now, with
Fiat fallen on hard times, the pop-
ulation is dwindling and the
games are being used to revital-
ize depressed areas.

In fact, Italy’s former industrial
capital is being transformed like
no other Winter Games host city.
The city currently resembles a
giant construction site, with
cranes dotting the skyline.

A new subway system,
high-speed rail links to Paris and
Milan and a new central train sta-
tion are just some of the major
works in progress.

Castellani said his city is using
Barcelona — the Spanish site of
the 1992 Summer Games that
turned itself into one of Europe’s
cultural capitals — as its model.

“We studied Barcelona very
closely. The Olympics enabled
Barcelona to rediscover its water-
front. I think the Olympics will en-
able Turin to rediscover the Alps,”
Castellani said with a nod to the

distant snowcapped mountains vis-
ible from his top-floor office.

“Being the city of the Winter
Olympics, we won’t be just the city
of Fiat and the city of factories any-
more, but the city of the Alps.”

But can Turin also be a city of
sports?

“We don’t have any sporting
culture, at least not for these
sports. People don’t even go to the
stadium to watch soccer here,”
said Antonio Catabano, a
31-year-old resident of Venaria
Reale just outside Turin.

Juventus, one of Europe’s most
famous soccer clubs, plays most
of its home matches inside a
half-filled stadium.

“I think the Olympics will be dif-
ferent, it’s a one-time opportunity
and I think people will make sacri-
fices,” Catabano said as he left an
Olympic exhibition set up in one
of Turin’s main squares, along-
side a temporary ice skating rink.

Buoyed by large crowds at the
speedskating and figure skating
events, Castellani is confident the
fans will come out a year from
now.

“We’ve already sold more than
half of the tickets,” he said. “The
Olympic Games have a special at-
traction and the Italian team is
strong at winter sports.”

But Castellani wants to do
more than just put on a sporting
event — he wants to offer the
Olympics a slice of Italian style,
culture and cuisine.

“I think that is what our coun-
try is loved for,” he said. “I hope
that the spectators immerse them-
selves in our offering of culture,
shopping, music and museums,
good food and fine wines.

“I realize that the core business
of the Olympics are the races. But
for the spectators, the races are
just one part of it all.”

AP Sports Writer Stephen Wilson in
London contributed to this report.

One year before Olympics, host city is right on track

Turin’s
turn

AP

Turin’s Mole Antonelliana dome stands out on the Turin, Italy skyline. One year before the 2006 Turin Olympics, worries about the city’s readiness to host the Games have subsided.

AP

Turin 2006 chief organizer Valen-

tino Castellani, left, and Turin

2006 supervisor Mario Pescante

talk at a news conference.
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Sam Crowder
Girls basketball
Rota

Last week: Crowder, a 5-foot-8 senior guard, had
game-highs with nine rebounds on Friday and 20 points on
Saturday as the Lady Admirals scored two blowout road victo-
ries in England.

Rota defeated Alconbury 45-15 on Friday and London Cen-
tral 57-25 on Saturday to inject themselves into the Division III
title hunt.

Crowder — who made the All-Europe second team last
season thanks to her 22-point average — is averaging just
eight points a game this year.

“Her assists, of course, have gone through the roof,” coach Greg Jacobs said. “Sam
has come to the point where she goes about letting others take over the scoring load.

“Last year, she had to do it all. This year, we have other players who can score (Kerry
Yudiski, Cindy Brice, Jessica Brewer).”

Jacobs added that Crowder relishes her new role.
“Being unselfish is not a problem for her,” Jacobs said. “She never wanted to do all

our scoring.”

Selected by Stars and Stripes staff.

Carlos Zapata
Boys basketball
Bamberg

Last week: Zapata, a 6-foot-2 junior forward, helped the
Barons stay unbeaten in Division III-South with 34 points Fri-
day and 29 points on Saturday in road victories over Giessen.

“He’s a great guy,” said Bamberg coach Chuck Jordan of
Zapata. “He’s improved a lot this season.”

Jordan said that Zapata, who was averaging 14.5 points
per game going into the series at Giessen, transferred in at the
end of last season. In his first season on the Barons varsity,
Zapata has combined with veteran Miguel Lozada to help
Bamberg to a 4-0 league record despite the team’s overall youth.

“We try to get the ball to Zapata or Lozada,” Jordan said, “depending on who’s going
well.”

The Barons have a showdown this weekend against visiting Baumholder, before big
games against Ansbach and Bamberg next week.

Whatever happens there, Jordan’s sure Zapata will enjoy himself.

“He likes to play,” Jordan said. “He’s having fun.”

Selected by Stars and Stripes staff.

BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

M
ike Monaco can feel
the pressure build-
ing.

As a defending Eu-
ropean wrestling champion, the
140-pounder from Naples High
School in Italy knows that win-
ning a crown will be tougher the
second time around.

The first step to that crown is at
this week’s sectionals at Aviano,
followed by the European champi-
onships Feb. 18-19 in Wiesbaden.

“There’s a lot more pressure on
me as a defending champion,”
Monaco said by telephone on
Monday as he tuned up for Satur-
day’s sectional qualifying tourna-
ment.

“I have to prove I was worthy
of winning a European title.”

Monaco, who was the best in
Europe last year at 130, has a sim-
ple plan to handle the pressure:
become a better wrestler.

To that end, he’s been wrestling
post-match exhibitions this sea-
son against Vicenza’s Gary King,
who was fifth in Europe last sea-
son with a 21-2 record at 140
pounds.

“This year, we’ve stopped
avoiding competition,” Monaco
said.

“We’re trying to improve by
wrestling the toughest matches
we can.”

In Italy, that means Monaco vs.
King.

“They’ve wrestled exhibition
matches after our meets this sea-
son, just to make themselves bet-
ter wrestlers for Europeans,” Na-
ples coach Jim Hall said.

King is wrestling at 145 this sea-
son, but the weight difference
doesn’t factor into the equation.

“The two kids have watched
each other a lot,” Hall said.

“Both are good technical wres-
tlers. They’ve wrestled three
times this season. Mike won the
first 8-0 and lost the second 8-7.
Last week, Mike won 2-1 in dou-
ble-overtime.”

Monaco said he welcomed the
bouts, even though many times
he already had wrestled four
matches during the meet. The
post-match bouts are a break
from wrestling the same oppo-
nents week after week, he said.

And he said the sharpness
gained from wrestling King will
serve him well at Europeans,
where he’s likely to encounter an
old foe, former European champ
Devon Gardner of Bitburg.

Monaco wrestled Gardner for
the first time and defeated him
6-4 in last year’s title match, deny-
ing Gardner a second straight
title.

“He’s very technical,” Monaco
said. “He has one of the best
shoots [for takedowns] in Europe.
He used it on me in the final.”

Monaco and Gardner are un-
beaten so far this season, but
Gardner will not be Monaco’s
only challenger at 140. Ram-
stein’s Jose Figueroa, who came a
point shy of denying Patch ace
Josh Anderson his fourth straight
European title last year, is at 140
this season, as is Heidelberg’s An-
drew Hoffman.

Whomever he faces, Monaco —
who began working out with the
Naples varsity as a seventh-grad-
er — plans to wrestle his match.

“I like to counter,” he said, “but
sometimes I choose to take the ini-
tiative. I like to score early.”

Early scoring is Monaco’s great-
est strength as a wrestler, Hall
said.

“He’s very tough to get off his
feet,” Hall said.

“He’s tough to get on the mat,

and if you do get him there, he
won’t be there very long. He’ll
feel where you are and counter.”

Pressure aside, Monaco is
eager to return to Europeans,
where he holds plaques for a
sixth-place finish as a freshman
and a third-place outcome as a
sophomore. And he welcomes the
chance to collect a second champi-
onship medal.

“I’m looking forward to it,” he
said.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

This week’s schedule
Basketball

(Boys and girls at same sites
unless otherwise indicated)

Friday

Division I—Heidelberg at Kaiserslaut-
ern; International School of Brussels at
Würzburg; Lakenheath at Wiesbaden.

Division II—Mannheim at Hanau.

Division III—Alconbury at Brussels;
London Central at Menwith Hill; Baum-
holder at Bamberg; Giessen at Hohen-
fels; Livorno at Sigonella; American Over-
seas School of Rome at Milan; Vicenza
at Marymount.

Interdivisional—Ramstein at Bitburg;
Ansbach at Black Forest Academy;
Patch and Vilseck vs. Aviano and Naples
at Aviano.

Saturday

Division I—International School of
Brussels at Würzburg; Lakenheath at Kai-
serslautern.

Division II—SHAPE at AFNORTH.

Division III—Alconbury at Brussels;
London Central at Menwith Hill; Baum-
holder at Bamberg; Giessen at Hohen-
fels; Livorno at Sigonella; American Over-
seas School of Rome at Milan; Vicenza
at Marymount.

Interdivisional—Ramstein at Man-
nheim; Ansbach at Black Forest Acade-
my; Patch and Vilseck vs. Aviano and Na-
ples at Aviano.

Wrestling

Saturday’s regional qualifying meets

At Aviano: Ansbach, Naples, Sigonella,
Vicenza, Würzburg.

At Giessen: Bamberg, Hanau, Heidel-
berg, Hohenfels, Incirlik, Vilseck, Wies-
baden.

At Lakenheath: Alconbury, The Ameri-
can School in London, Brussels, Iceland,
London Central, Menwith Hill, SHAPE.

At Ramstein: AFNORTH, Ankara, Baum-
holder, Bitburg, Kaiserslautern. Patch.

Grace under pressure
Exhibitions help Naples’ Monaco in pursuit of another title

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Naples’ Michael Monaco, bottom, tries to get out from under Bitburg’s Devon Gardner during the 130-pound

finals of the DODDS European Wrestling Championships on Feb. 14, 2004, in Wiesbaden, Germany. Mona-

co, who won the title, is looking for another crown, this time at 140 pounds.

Game of the week

What: Mannheim boys at Hanau bas-
ketball
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Where: Cardwell gym, Hanau
What’s at stake: Division II lead
Because of a scheduling quirk, this

game is a one-shot crapshoot for all the
marbles in Divison II. The winner of this
game is the likely Division II champion.
and the D-II champion is the likely No. 1
seed for the European tournament in
Mannheim on Feb. 22-26. And in a Divi-
sion II field that will add the Italy duo of
Aviano and Naples for the European tour-
ney, being top seed becomes a very big
deal.
“Before, when we played twice a year,

you could have a bad game and still be
able to come back,” Mannheim coach
John Crockett said Tuesday.
“This year, we only have one chance

to play each other.”
Both teams have the horses to make

the most of the one-time offer, Crockett
said about the matchup of two teams
with 5-0 D-II records.
“It should be a good game,” he said.

“We’re pretty evenly matched. Hanau is
well-coached. They have two good
guards (Jeremy Marshall and Malcolm
Lane) and the have a good man inside in
Marcus Fontanez (an All-Europe pick in
2004 for the D-II champions).”
Hanau’s Tim Smith agreed about the

tightness of the contest.
“Right now, basically these are the

two toughest teams in the league,” he
said Monday. “We’re very even. We’ve
won all our (D-II) games, but not by a lot.
When it’s come down to the end, we’ve
done what we needed to to win.”
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PHILADELPHIA — Donovan
McNabb was so ill in the fourth
quarter of the Super Bowl that a
Philadelphia Eagles teammate
called one play in the huddle, cen-
ter Hank Fraley told a TV station.

“He fought to the end. He gave
it his all,” Fraley said on Comcast
SportsNet in a show aired Mon-
day night. “He could hardly call
the plays — that’s how exhausted
he was trying to give it his all. If
you remember back when we
played Jacksonville two years
ago and he ended up puking, it
was close to that scene. He ex-
hausted everything he had.”

Eagles spokesman Derek
Boyko said Tuesday that McNabb
could have been feeling sick — he
fought a cold earlier in the week.

McNabb was shaky at times in
Sunday’s game. He passed for
357 yards and three touchdowns,
but he also threw three intercep-
tions.

The quarterback misfired on
several passes early, held the ball
too long at other times, and made
several poor decisions. One of the
best scramblers in the NFL, Mc-
Nabb had zero yards rushing on
just one carry and was sacked
four times.

He struggled in particular in
the fourth quarter, getting picked
off twice and looking slow in get-
ting the team moving late.

“He didn’t get a play call in one
time,” Fraley said. “He mumbled
and (receiver) Freddie Mitchell
yelled out the play we were trying
to bring in. He was puking at the
same time, trying to hold it in.”

Mitchell said on Tuesday that
McNabb was having complica-
tions and “couldn’t get it out so I
just had to finish the play up.”

“It was my first time being the
quarterback in the NFL,” Mitch-
ell said on a local television sta-
tion. “It was hard. He kind of
tried to get the hand signals to the
team, but I knew what he was
thinking. I just finished the play
up.”

McNabb left Tuesday for Ha-
waii, where he will start for the
NFC in Sunday’s Pro Bowl. His
agent did not immediately return
a phone call Tuesday.

BY ANDREW DAMPF

The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — A race at the
Alpine World Championships
was postponed Wednesday when
Italian TV workers went on
strike, a dispute that comes with
the Winter Olympics a year away
and the IOC to meet this week in
Turin.

“We could have certainly done
without this,” Italian Olympic
Committee President Gianni
Petrucci said.

Thousands were on their way
to the course for the men’s giant
slalom when word of the strike
came an hour before the start.

The race at the worlds — ski-
ing’s biggest event after the Olym-
pics — was rescheduled for
Thursday, originally an off day
for competition. The champion-
ships are to end Sunday, and
three other races are scheduled
for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Turin Games organizers gener-
ally have received good marks
from the International Olympic
Committee after a series of suc-
cessful test events, but budget
shortfalls and this strike could
heighten concerns.

“I’m disappointed, angry and
frustrated,” International Ski Fed-
eration general secretary Sarah
Lewis said. “Everything was
ready to go — 156 athletes and
fan clubs had traveled especially

to be there. The giant slalom is al-
ways one of the most exciting
events.”

Strikes are common in Italy, al-
though they usually are confined
to domestic issues and events.
This strike was over contract is-
sues and organized by a small
Milan union of RAI state TV work-
ers. Some fans in the finish area
attacked an RAI truck when they
learned about the strike, forcing
police to step in.

“As an IOC member I told the
Turin organizing committee two
years ago that they should try to
have a law against strikes during
the Olympics, and so far nothing I
know has happened,” FIS Presi-
dent Gian Franco Kasper.

The Turin organizing commit-
tee responded Wednesday by say-
ing it intends to create an arrange-
ment with workers’ organizations
that stipulates a “trade union
truce” during the Games.

Kasper called the protest a
“wildcat strike.” He said that
under Italian law strikes by pub-
lic services must be announced
24 hours beforehand and this was
therefore an “illegal” strike.

U.S. head coach Phil McNichol
said “the biggest loser today is ski
racing.”

“Racing is at an all-time low,
we’re trying to get a stronger foot-
hold in TV and yet we can’t hold a
world championships race be-
cause of television,” McNichol
said. “It’s extremely disappoint-
ing.”

Ken Read, head of the Canadi-
an team and a former downhill
racer, added: “It’s despicable.
This is no way to gain sympathy
for their cause.”

While not blamed for the strike,
the local organizing committee in
Bormio was chastened.

“Consternation, anger, embar-
rassment, shame. These are [our]
reactions,” the committee said in
a statement. “Certain things only
happen in Italy, and right now it’s
a day to forget in Bormio.”

Kasper said he was informed of
the strike threat Tuesday night
but was unable to assemble a
makeshift crew of Swiss, German
and Austrian TV workers.

He said a FIS TV crew would
be in place if the strike continued
Thursday, and the race might pro-
ceed even without TV.

“We can carry out a competi-
tion with no TV,” Kasper said.
“But we have to think about our
(TV) spectators. We already don’t
have many spectators at our
races, especially here.”

BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — Romeo Cren-
nel walked into the news confer-
ence wearing one of his dia-
mond-studded Super Bowl rings
and a smile. In one hand, he held
seven notecards chronicling 35
years of coaching experience.

He was missing a big parade
and party back in Boston, and
Crennel couldn’t have cared less.
There was no place else he want-
ed to be.

The lifelong assistant was final-
ly a head coach.

“I got the spotlight, huh,” he
said.

Crennel’s long wait ended Tues-
day as New England’s former de-
fensive coordinator was intro-
duced as coach of the Cleveland
Browns, who just six years after
their expansion return are re-
building once again.

A coaching odyssey that began
in 1970 at Western Kentucky and
included stops at Texas Tech, Mis-
sissippi, Georgia Tech, New York
and New England, has brought
the 57-year-old coach back to
Cleveland, where he was the de-
fensive coordinator in 2000.

“I’ve been in this league for a
while and I’ve been somewhat
successful as a position coach,”
said Crennel, who won two Super
Bowls with Bill Parcells and
three under Bill Belichick. “Now,
taking the reins of a team and try-
ing to run a whole program is
going to be special. It’s a big chal-
lenge, but I think I’m ready.”

The Browns, who have gone a

league-worst 30-66 with one play-
off appearance since 1999, are
counting on Crennel to end six
seasons of chaos.

Crennel is the 11th full-time
coach in team history and Cleve-
land’s first black coach. He’s also
the NFL’s sixth minority coach,
but the only one boasting a Super
Bowl ring for each finger of one
hand.

Crennel would prefer to be
known simply as a coach who
wins.

“My skin color is black, but I
am a head coach,” he said. “I
hope that I possess the qualities
that are in a head coach with the
leadership, organization, and the
prioritizing. In many cases I have
been the only African-American
on a staff or in the neighborhood.
The best thing I can do for other
minority candidates is be success-
ful and a role model.”

Crennel received a five-year,
$11 million contract from the
Browns, who are coming off a di-
sastrous 4-12 season that was scut-
tled by major injuries and high-
lighted by the resignation of
Butch Davis on Nov. 30.

He wants to mold a team in the
image of the Patriots, one made
up of tough players of high charac-
ter.

“Now that I’m a head coach, if I
can get the Cleveland Browns —
the team — to play the way my de-
fenses played with the Patriots,
some of them no-name guys, then
the Browns will be competitive
and a team to be proud of,” he
said. “Know that it might not hap-
pen overnight because it takes
time to build a winner.”

AP

Romeo Crennel answers questions at a news conference Tuesday when
he was introduced as the Browns’ first black coach.

McNabb
was sick
on Sunday

TV workers strike
halts men’s ski race

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Tennessee coach
Jeff Fisher hired Southern California assis-
tant Norm Chow as the Titans’ offensive coor-
dinator Wednesday.

“We know which direction our offense
wants to go, and I felt without any question in
my mind that he’s the right guy to get us
there,” Fisher said at a news conference.

Chow replaces Mike Heimerdinger, who
was hired as the New York Jets’ offensive co-
ordinator last month. This is his first job in
pro football after 32 seasons at BYU, North
Carolina State and USC where he helped the
Trojans win two straight national titles.

“The timing’s right, and the excitement’s
there,” Chow said by telephone.

Chow, 58, joined USC in
2001 and was the team’s of-
fensive coordinator, tutor-
ing Heisman Trophy win-
ners Carson Palmer and
Matt Leinart.

Sharapova pulls out of Paris tournament

PARIS — Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova pulled out of the Open Gaz de
France on Wednesday because of a respirato-
ry illness.

“I’m very disappointed I won’t be playing in
Paris this year,” Sharapova said in a state-
ment. “I’m not in my best condition and will
not be able to perform at my best.”

Sharapova was scheduled to play her first

match in Paris on Thursday against Tatiana
Golovin of France.

LGU opens play to transsexual golfers

LONDON — Transsexual golfers will be al-
lowed to play in this year’s women’s British
Open in a policy change made by the Ladies
Golf Union.

The move, announced Wednesday, comes
11 months after Danish-born Mianne Bagger
became the first male-born golfer to play in a
professional women’s tournament.

The LGU, which governs amateur golf in
Britain and also runs the women’s British
Open, followed a similar move made last year
by the Ladies European Tour, the governing
body of professional women’s golf in Europe.

Titans hire USC’s Chow as offensive coordinator

Crennel now in charge
of rebuilding Browns
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. — As
the ball left Brad Miller’s hand,
Amare Stoudemire’s hand met it.

One swat later, the Phoenix
Suns walked off winners.

Stoudemire’s blocked shot with
less than a second remaining pre-
served a 125-123 victory for the
Suns over the Sacramento Kings
on Tuesday night in a matchup of
the Pacific Division’s top two
teams.

“I rotated out and blocked it
perfectly,” said Stoudemire,
named an All-Star earlier in the
day. “It was a great block. There
was no contact. As soon as it left
his hand, I hit it. It feels good to
win one on defense. That was a
first for me.”

After Stoudemire’s block, Mill-
er, Chris Webber and Mike Bibby
immediately began yelling at offi-
cial Bernie Fryer, calling for goal-
tending. But several replays
showed the block was good. On
his way out, Webber kicked the
game ball deep into the stands,
and it fell just short of reaching
the second level of seats. Miller
hurled his headband and a sweat-
band.

A short while later in the locker
room, Sacramento’s Cuttino Mob-
ley went into a tirade against the
officials that lasted more than 10
minutes. Mobley said he saw
Shawn Marion hold Webber’s
arm, allowing Stoudemire to be in
position to make the block.

Steve Nash scored a sea-
son-high 33 points with 17 assists
as the Suns snapped an
eight-game losing streak in Arco
Arena to win for the eighth time

in nine games. Nash has passed
for 11 or more assists in each of
his last seven games.

Webber had 24 points, 10 re-
bounds and 12 assists for his third
triple-double this season and sec-
ond in as many games — marking
the first time in Sacramento fran-
chise history a player has record-
ed back-to-back triple-doubles.

Joe Johnson scored nine of his
28 points in the fourth quarter for
Phoenix, which won in Sacramen-
to for the first time since April 9,
2000.

The Kings were one of only two
Western Conference teams the
Suns hadn’t beaten this season —
the other is San Antonio.

Sacramento fell six games be-
hind division-leading Phoenix,
which is one-half game behind
the Spurs for the league’s best
record.

Cavaliers 104, Raptors 91: At
Cleveland, Zydrunas Ilgauskas
scored 23 points, and fellow
All-Star LeBron James flirted
with his third triple-double in lim-
ited action.

James had 15 points, 11 assists
and eight rebounds in just 33 min-
utes. Ilgauskas, named an
All-Star reserve earlier in the
day, shot 8-for-13 from the field
and had six rebounds and three
blocked shots.

Robert Traylor added 13 points
and 11 rebounds off the bench for
the Cavaliers, who improved to
18-4 at home and tied Detroit for

first place in the Central Division
at 28-19.

Warriors 113, Magic 109:
Jason Richardson scored 11 of his
32 points in the final 3:24, and vis-
iting Golden State snapped a
10-game road losing streak.

Derek Fisher had 25 points,
while Adonal Foyle scored 13 of
his season-best 15 in the fourth
quarter. The Warriors, who had
lost 17 of 19, also snapped an
11-game losing streak in Orlando
dating to 1992.

Spurs 104, Bobcats 85: At
Charlotte, the absence of Tim
Duncan couldn’t slow San Anto-
nio, which got a big lift from the
return of Rasho Nesterovic.

With Duncan out for the first
time this season with a sprained
ankle, Nesterovic marked his re-

turn to the starting lineup after a
six-game absence with 15 points
and eight rebounds in 22 minutes.
Tony Parker had 20 points, Manu
Ginobili had 12 and Bruce Bowen
added 10 for the Spurs, who im-
proved to an NBA-best 39-10.

Bucks121, Celtics97: At Mil-
waukee, Mike James scored a ca-
reer-high 28 points, including
eight three-pointers, and the
Bucks used a 22-0 run late in the
second quarter to take a 78-46
halftime lead.

Boston had its three-game win-
ning streak snapped and failed to
move above .500 for the first time
since Nov. 12.

Grizzlies 108, Timberwolves
96: At Memphis, Lorenzen
Wright had 18 points and 12 re-
bounds, leading six Grizzlies play-
ers in double figures. The Timber-
wolves lost their sixth straight
and dropped below .500 for the
first time this season.

Bulls 107, Mavericks 100: At
Dallas, Luol Deng had 30 points
and 11 rebounds and Eddy Curry
added 23 points, including sever-
al big baskets in the fourth quar-
ter.

The Bulls won for the 23rd
time, matching last season’s total.

Nuggets 97, Jazz 87: At Den-
ver, Earl Boykins came off the
bench to score 20 points, outscor-
ing all five Utah starters by him-
self, as the Nuggets improved to
5-1 under new coach George
Karl.

SuperSonics 108, Hornets
91: At Seattle, Ray Allen scored
26 points in his second game
since missing two contests with a
bad case of the flu. Allen played
36 minutes and shot 11-for-17.

Stoudemire blocks Kings’ path to victory Suns get
McCarty
from Celts

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 24 25 .490 —
Philadelphia 23 25 .479 ½
New Jersey 21 27 .438 2½
Toronto 20 29 .408 4
New York 19 29 .396 4½

Southeast Division
Miami 36 14 .720 —
Washington 28 19 .596 6½
Orlando 25 23 .521 10
Charlotte 10 35 .222 23½
Atlanta 10 37 .213 24½

Central Division
Cleveland 28 19 .596 —
Detroit 28 19 .596 —
Chicago 23 22 .511 4
Indiana 22 25 .468 6
Milwaukee 18 28 .391 9½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 39 10 .796 —
Dallas 31 16 .660 7
Houston 28 21 .571 11
Memphis 28 21 .571 11
New Orleans 8 40 .167 30½

Northwest Division
Seattle 33 13 .717 —
Minnesota 24 25 .490 10½
Denver 22 26 .458 12
Portland 20 26 .435 13
Utah 16 33 .327 18½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 39 11 .780 —
Sacramento 32 16 .667 6
L.A. Lakers 24 22 .522 13
L.A. Clippers 23 25 .479 15
Golden State 14 35 .286 24½

Tuesday’s games
Cleveland 104, Toronto 91
Golden State 113, Orlando 109
San Antonio 104, Charlotte 85
Milwaukee 121, Boston 97
Memphis 108, Minnesota 96
Chicago 107, Dallas 100
Denver 97, Utah 87
Phoenix 125, Sacramento 123
Seattle 108, New Orleans 91

Wednesday’s games
Milwaukee at Toronto
L.A. Clippers at Boston
Charlotte at Indiana
San Antonio at Washington
Memphis at Philadelphia
Miami at New York
L.A. Lakers at New Jersey
Denver at Minnesota
Chicago at Houston
New Orleans at Portland

Thursday’s games
Atlanta at Orlando
L.A. Lakers at Detroit
Sacramento at Seattle

Friday’s games
Philadelphia at Toronto
L.A. Clippers at Washington
Miami at Charlotte
Houston at Indiana
New York at Boston
San Antonio at New Jersey
Denver at Cleveland
Portland at Memphis
Golden State at New Orleans
Minnesota at Utah
Seattle at Phoenix
Dallas at Sacramento

Tuesday
Cavaliers 104, Raptors 91

TORONTO — Peterson 7-17 2-2 16, Bosh
2-8 2-4 6, Araujo 0-0 1-2 1, Alston 2-4 0-0 5,
Rose 7-15 6-8 21, Woods 3-6 1-2 7, Palacio
7-15 0-1 14, Marshall 2-6 0-0 6, Bonner 6-10
0-0 13, Aa.Williams 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 36-83
14-21 91.

CLEVELAND — James 6-14 3-4 15, Gooden
4-5 0-0 8, Ilgauskas 8-14 7-9 23, McInnis 8-12
0-0 17, Pavlovic 2-5 0-0 5, Traylor 7-8 1-4 15,
Newble 2-5 0-0 4, Harris 5-10 0-0 11, Snow 1-2
0-0 2, Moiso 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 45-78 11-17 104.

Toronto 23 20 19 29— 91
Cleveland 32 25 26 21—104
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 5-12 (Marshall

2-5, Alston 1-1, Rose 1-2, Bonner 1-3, Peter-
son 0-1), Cleveland 3-11 (McInnis 1-2, Pavlov-
ic 1-2, Harris 1-3, Ilgauskas 0-1, James 0-3).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 45
(Woods 9), Cleveland 48 (Traylor 13). As-
sists—Toronto 21 (Palacio 9), Cleveland 31
(James 11). Total Fouls—Toronto 15, Cleve-
land 21. A—17,036. (20,562).

Warriors 113, Magic 109
GOLDEN STATE — Richardson 11-22 10-11

32, Dunleavy 5-12 0-1 12, Foyle 6-9 3-7 15, Fish-
er 7-11 7-7 25, Claxton 3-15 0-0 6, D.Davis 2-5
0-0 4, Cabarkapa 4-6 5-6 13, Cheaney 2-4 2-2
6, Najera 0-0 0-0 0, Flores 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
40-84 27-34 113.

ORLANDO — Hill 12-27 4-5 28, Howard 2-7
1-1 5, Cato 6-8 0-0 12, Christie 1-3 0-0 2, Fran-
cis 9-21 3-4 21, Turkoglu 6-17 3-3 15, Battie 1-2
0-0 2, Nelson 7-11 0-0 16, Garrity 2-2 0-0 4, Aug-
mon 1-4 2-2 4. Totals 47-102 13-15 109.

Golden State 29 32 21 31—113
Orlando 30 27 22 30—109
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 6-16 (Fish-

er 4-6, Dunleavy 2-4, Claxton 0-2, Richardson
0-4), Orlando 2-6 (Nelson 2-3, Turkoglu 0-3).
Fouled Out—Francis. Rebounds—Golden
State 53 (Richardson 11), Orlando 55 (Cato,

Howard 8). Assists—Golden State 24 (Clax-
ton, Fisher 6), Orlando 20 (Francis 6). Total
Fouls—Golden State 17, Orlando 26.
A—12,121. (17,248).

Spurs 104, Bobcats 85

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 4-8 1-2 10, Mas-
senburg 0-4 1-2 1, Nesterovic 7-9 1-1 15, Park-
er 9-13 1-6 20, Ginobili 4-11 2-2 12, Barry 2-5
1-2 6, Rose 3-9 1-2 7, Udrih 3-5 2-2 8, Horry 1-4
0-0 2, Brown 3-8 7-7 15, Marks 2-4 4-5 8. Totals
38-80 21-31 104.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 2-3 2-2 6, Ely 6-12
0-0 12, Brezec 5-10 4-6 14, Knight 4-10 2-2 10,
Bogans 0-4 0-0 0, Hart 3-10 2-2 9, T.Smith 3-13
3-5 9, Kapono 6-15 2-2 17, S.Smith 3-8 2-3 8. To-
tals 32-85 17-22 85.

San Antonio 29 23 26 26—104

Charlotte 17 17 21 30— 85

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 7-15
(Brown 2-3, Ginobili 2-5, Parker 1-1, Bowen
1-2, Barry 1-3, Horry 0-1), Charlotte 4-9
(Kapono 3-6, Hart 1-1, Knight 0-1, S.Smith
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San An-
tonio 62 (Rose 10), Charlotte 48 (T.Smith 10).
Assists—San Antonio 20 (Parker 6), Char-
lotte 23 (Hart, Knight 7). Total Fouls—San An-
tonio 18, Charlotte 21. Technicals—Horry,
Knight. A—12,985. (23,319).

Bucks 121, Celtics 97

BOSTON — LaFrentz 5-9 0-0 13, Pierce
2-10 3-6 7, Blount 3-4 2-2 8, Allen 4-6 1-2 9, Pay-
ton 3-7 1-2 7, Davis 4-11 3-4 11, Banks 4-8 1-2
10, Perkins 1-1 0-0 2, Welsch 5-9 1-3 11,
Gugliotta 2-4 0-0 4, Reed 4-6 5-5 13, West 1-3
0-0 2. Totals 38-78 17-26 97.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 3-12 5-8 11, Smith
4-7 4-5 12, Gadzuric 4-9 2-4 10, Redd 5-10 6-7
17, M.Williams 3-5 0-0 7, Van Horn 3-5 2-2 8,
James 9-15 2-2 28, Pachulia 3-4 2-2 8, Kukoc
3-4 2-2 8, Strickland 3-3 0-0 6, Santiago 1-2 2-2
4, Hamilton 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 41-76 29-36 121.

Boston 31 15 15 36— 97

Milwaukee 36 42 20 23—121

Three-Point Goals—Boston 4-15 (LaFrentz
3-4, Banks 1-1, Pierce 0-1, Davis 0-1, Allen 0-1,
Payton 0-1, West 0-2, Welsch 0-4), Milwau-
kee 10-19 (James 8-13, Redd 1-2, M.Williams
1-2, Kukoc 0-1, Van Horn 0-1). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Boston 40 (Blount 6), Mil-
waukee 51 (Mason 10). Assists—Boston 26
(Banks 6), Milwaukee 25 (M.Williams 8).
Total Fouls—Boston 28, Milwaukee 22. Tech-
nicals—Davis, Milwaukee Defensive Three
Second, Mason, M.Williams. Flagrant
fouls—Perkins 2. Ejected—Perkins.
A—13,764. (18,717).

Grizzlies 108, T-wolves 96
MINNESOTA — Sprewell 5-13 7-7 17, Gar-

nett 9-11 6-7 24, Olowokandi 0-2 2-2 2, Cassell
0-2 0-0 0, Hassell 0-3 0-0 0, Szczerbiak 9-12
0-0 19, Carter 0-0 2-4 2, Griffin 5-9 0-0 11, Hoi-
berg 2-4 2-4 6, Thomas 1-1 0-0 2, Hudson 5-11
0-0 13. Totals 36-68 19-24 96.

MEMPHIS — Battier 4-8 4-6 14, Swift 9-15
0-2 18, Wright 9-11 0-0 18, Williams 5-13 2-4
15, Jones 4-8 3-4 12, Miller 3-4 1-1 8, Watson
2-6 0-0 5, Cardinal 3-8 7-7 14, Wells 1-7 0-1 2,
Humphrey 1-2 0-2 2, Burks 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
41-82 17-27 108.

Minnesota 14 30 21 31— 96
Memphis 29 34 27 18—108
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 5-13 (Hud-

son 3-5, Szczerbiak 1-2, Griffin 1-4, Sprewell
0-1, Hoiberg 0-1), Memphis 9-21 (Williams
3-8, Battier 2-3, Miller 1-1, Watson 1-2, Jones
1-2, Cardinal 1-2, Swift 0-1, Wells 0-2). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Minnesota 48 (Grif-
fin 9), Memphis 40 (Wright 12). Assists—Min-
nesota 25 (Hudson 8), Memphis 22 (Williams
8). Total Fouls—Minnesota 24, Memphis 24.
Technicals—Sprewell, Garnett, Williams.
A—16,169. (18,119).

Bulls 107, Mavericks 100
CHICAGO — Deng 12-21 5-6 30, Harrington

3-4 4-6 10, Curry 10-14 3-4 23, Hinrich 4-12 2-2
12, Duhon 1-4 2-2 5, Chandler 3-8 2-6 8, Gor-
don 4-14 4-4 16, Nocioni 0-1 1-2 1, Reiner 0-0
0-0 0, Griffin 0-1 0-0 0, Piatkowski 1-2 0-0 2. To-
tals 38-81 23-32 107.

DALLAS — Howard 6-14 2-4 14, Nowitzki
8-24 8-8 27, Dampier 3-4 5-9 11, Finley 5-16 3-3
16, Terry 8-20 4-4 25, Booth 0-0 0-0 0, Dev.Har-
ris 1-6 0-0 3, Bradley 1-1 0-0 2, Armstrong 0-0
2-2 2, Henderson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 32-86 24-30
100.

Chicago 21 27 25 34—107
Dallas 23 27 23 27—100
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 8-15 (Gordon

4-7, Hinrich 2-2, Deng 1-2, Duhon 1-3, Piat-
kowski 0-1), Dallas 12-30 (Terry 5-11, Finley
3-5, Nowitzki 3-6, Dev.Harris 1-5, Howard
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Chicago
61 (Chandler 15), Dallas 51 (Nowitzki, Dampi-
er 12). Assists—Chicago 19 (Hinrich 6), Dal-
las 19 (Finley, Terry 6). Total Fouls—Chicago
25, Dallas 25. Technicals—Curry. A—12,224.
(19,200).

Nuggets 97, Jazz 87
UTAH — Boozer 2-8 0-0 4, Kirilenko 1-7 6-6

8, Collins 0-0 1-2 1, Snyder 2-6 0-0 6, Lopez 0-6
0-0 0, Okur 6-13 9-10 21, Harpring 5-9 5-11 15,
Bell 7-15 1-2 16, Eisley 2-7 2-3 6, Borchardt 1-5
0-0 2, Giricek 3-4 2-2 8, Humphries 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 29-80 26-36 87.

DENVER — Martin 5-12 7-10 17, Anthony
8-15 8-9 25, Camby 3-9 2-4 8, Buckner 3-6 2-3
8, Miller 3-10 3-4 9, Nene 3-8 2-3 8, Boykins
8-17 3-3 20, Russell 1-4 0-0 2, D.Johnson 0-2

0-0 0, White 0-0 0-0 0, Elson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
34-83 27-36 97.

Utah 14 24 26 23—87
Denver 23 20 29 25—97
Three-Point Goals—Utah 3-12 (Snyder 2-3,

Bell 1-3, Harpring 0-1, Lopez 0-1, Kirilenko
0-2, Eisley 0-2), Denver 2-8 (Boykins 1-1, An-
thony 1-3, Russell 0-1, D.Johnson 0-1, Buck-
ner 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah
56 (Okur 10), Denver 63 (Camby 14). As-
sists—Utah 20 (Eisley 8), Denver 26 (Miller
10). Total Fouls—Utah 27, Denver 25. Techni-
cals—Utah Defensive Three Second 2, Den-
ver Defensive Three Second 2. A—15,898.
(19,099).

Suns 125, Kings 123
PHOENIX — Richardson 4-9 0-0 8, Marion

8-20 2-5 19, Stoudemire 9-16 4-5 22, Johnson
11-18 2-4 28, Nash 12-20 7-8 33, J.Jackson 2-7
0-0 4, Hunter 2-3 2-3 6, Barbosa 2-3 1-1 5. To-
tals 50-96 18-26 125.

SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 8-18 1-2 20,
Webber 9-22 5-8 24, Miller 6-12 0-0 12, Mobley
8-15 2-2 23, Bibby 9-16 7-10 27, Songaila 2-2
2-2 6, Barnes 0-0 0-0 0, Evans 2-2 0-0 4, House
3-6 0-0 7. Totals 47-93 17-24 123.

Phoenix 24 36 30 35—125
Sacramento 33 31 30 29—123
Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 7-21 (Johnson

4-5, Nash 2-4, Marion 1-5, J.Jackson 0-2, Rich-
ardson 0-5), Sacramento 12-20 (Mobley 5-7,
Stojakovic 3-7, Bibby 2-3, House 1-1, Webber
1-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix
58 (Marion 16), Sacramento 49 (Webber, Mill-
er 10). Assists—Phoenix 26 (Nash 17), Sacra-
mento 34 (Webber 12). Total Fouls—Phoenix
21, Sacramento 21. Technicals—Webber, Mill-
er. A—17,317. (17,317).

SuperSonics 108, Hornets 91
NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 1-3 1-2 3, Rogers

6-16 1-1 15, Brown 1-5 6-6 8, Dickau 6-20 5-5
17, J.Smith 5-12 4-6 16, Jacobsen 7-12 6-8 21,
Nachbar 0-2 0-0 0, Andersen 3-5 3-4 9, Vro-
man 0-0 2-4 2, Lampe 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 29-75
28-36 91.

SEATTLE — Evans 1-1 1-4 3, Lewis 4-13 2-2
10, James 4-5 0-0 8, Allen 11-17 3-3 26, Rid-
nour 5-9 3-4 16, Radmanovic 5-9 4-6 18,
Daniels 3-4 3-4 9, Fortson 2-3 1-2 5, Collison
1-2 0-0 2, Murray 3-3 0-0 6, Potapenko 2-4 0-0
4, Swift 0-0 1-2 1. Totals 41-70 18-27 108.

New Orleans 22 21 21 27— 91
Seattle 26 23 30 29—108
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 5-15 (Rog-

ers 2-5, J.Smith 2-5, Jacobsen 1-1, Nachbar
0-1, Dickau 0-3), Seattle 8-20 (Radmanovic
4-6, Ridnour 3-3, Allen 1-6, Lewis 0-5). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—New Orleans 41
(Brown 11), Seattle 51 (Evans 14). As-
sists—New Orleans 15 (Dickau 4), Seattle 19
(Ridnour 7). Total Fouls—New Orleans 21, Se-
attle 28. Technicals—Nachbar, Seattle Defen-
sive Three Second, Fortson. A—15,482.
(17,072).

AP

Phoenix Suns guard Steve Nash,

driving past Sacramento Kings’

Mike Bibby, had 33 points and 17

assists in the Suns’ victory.

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Phoenix
Suns traded for forward Walter
McCarty on Tuesday, giving the
Boston Celtics a 2005 draft pick
in exchange for the nine-year
NBA veteran.

The Celtics sweetened the deal
with cash to acquire the condition-
al second-round pick that Phoe-
nix obtained last month from
Golden State in a trade for Zarko
Cabarkapa.

McCarty averaged 3.7 points
and 1.8 rebounds 44 games into
his ninth NBA season. He spent
his first season with New York
and the next 7½ with Boston, aver-
aging 5.4 points and 2.7 rebounds
in 529 games (107 starts).

The Celtics want to play their
younger players and McCarty
was unhappy with his role, Bos-
ton coach Doc Rivers said before
the team’s game in Milwaukee on
Tuesday.

“Walter was very good for me,”
Rivers said. “He did everything I
asked from him. He was honest
that he wasn’t very happy with
his role. I was honest that his role
was not going to change because I
wanted to see some of the young
guys.”

The 31-year-old McCarty is the
third veteran added by the Suns
since they began the season with
the league’s youngest roster.

Phoenix signed Bo Outlaw, 34,
on Nov. 8 and traded for Jim Jack-
son, 34, on Jan. 21.
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LEXINGTON, Ky. — The Ken-
tucky-Florida rivalry has been aw-
fully one-sided lately.

Kelenna Azubuike scored 18
points and the fifth-ranked Wild-
cats rallied from a nine-point sec-
ond-half deficit to beat Florida
69-66 on Tuesday night — Ken-
tucky’s eighth straight win over
the Gators.

“I don’t know if you can call it a
rivalry,” Florida junior Matt
Walsh said, “until we win some.
I’ve never beaten Kentucky.”

The Wildcats (18-2, 9-0 South-
eastern Conference) beat the Ga-
tors (14-6, 6-3) for the 10th time
in 11 games. Kentucky holds a
three-game lead in the SEC East
over second-place Florida with
seven games remaining.

Kentucky’s streak against the
Gators has spanned the gamut
from the sublime — a 70-55 romp
in 2003, when Florida was ranked
No. 1 — to the ridiculous — scor-
ing the final 11 points in a
three-point win last season.

On Tuesday, it was more of the
same. Florida, which routed
then-No. 11 Alabama by 31 points
on Saturday, looked to be in con-
trol against Kentucky as well,
leading by 11 in the first half and
by nine with 16:57 left.

But Kentucky scored 13 of the
next 15 points to go ahead 47-45.

The Wildcats went ahead for
good at 53-52 on Azubuike’s
three-pointer with 9:52 left and
held the lead thanks in good mea-
sure to the play of Rajon Rondo,
their freshman point guard.

The 6-foot-1 Rondo had 14
points, seven rebounds and four
assists. He also helped shut down
Anthony Roberson, the SEC’s sec-
ond-leading scorer, in the second
half, when he had eight mostly
meaningless points after scoring
15 in the first half.

Rondo, a 50 percent free-throw
shooter, even went 8-for-10 from

the line. Kentucky, which entered
the game shooting 65.8 percent
from the line, went 18-for-24 (75
percent) against the Gators.

Rondo “is quick enough to
make Roberson work harder,”
Kentucky coach Tubby Smith
said. “After halftime, he figured
out how to guard him.”

Kentucky had only three sec-
ond-half turnovers after commit-
ting eight in the first half.

Kentucky led 64-54 after a
three-point play by Azubuike
with 3:37 left. Florida came with-
in four points with a minute left
and had two chances to pull clos-
er, but Walsh and Roberson each
missed three-point attempts.

Chuck Hayes, who had 11
points and nine rebounds, made
two free throws for Kentucky
with 26 seconds left and Moss
went 1-for-2 from the line with 10
seconds left, sealing the Wildcats’
eighth straight win since a home
loss to Kansas.

No. 18 Pittsburgh 55, St.
John’s 44: Chevon Troutman had
19 points for the Panthers (16-4,
6-3 Big East), who pulled away
after leading 17-15 at halftime.

Daryll Hill had 18 points for St.
John’s (8-12, 2-8), which upset
Pitt 65-62 in New York on Jan. 18.
The Red Storm dropped to 0-8 on
the road.

Colorado 88, No. 23 Texas
79: Richard Roby scored 22
points and the Buffaloes (12-9,
4-6) withstood a big second-half
run to beat Texas for the second
time in nine games.

Brad Buckman had 27 points
and 21 rebounds for the visiting
Longhorns (15-7, 4-5), who have
lost four of five and are down to
seven scholarship players be-
cause of injuries and academics.

BY LARRY LAGE

The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Shots
that normally go in for Illinois
were bouncing on and off the rim.
Loose balls the team usually cor-
rals were getting away. Dee
Brown even mishandled a ball
out of bounds on a fast break.

The top-ranked Fighting Illini
still couldn’t be beat.

Brown scored 16 points and
turned three straight steals into
baskets, including the go-ahead
three-point play, and Luther
Head had 14 points to keep Illi-
nois undefeated with a 57-51 victo-
ry over Michigan on Tuesday
night.

“I’m blown away that people
say you’ve got to lose to learn a
lesson,” Brown said. “I think we
learned from Iowa, Indiana and
this game.”

The Illini (24-0, 10-0 Big Ten)
overcame a total collapse on of-
fense — going nearly 12 minutes
without a field goal — and an
eight-point deficit early in the sec-
ond half to become the nation’s
only undefeated team. Previously
unbeaten Boston College lost
68-65 at Notre Dame just minutes
before Illinois finished off the
Wolverines.

James Augustine, who scored
10 points, said it’s only going to
get more difficult to avoid a set-
back.

“Everyone is gunning for us,”
he said. “We’re going to see this
type of effort every game the rest
of the way, but we’ve got a lot of
motivation to keep this thing
going.”

Dion Harris had 21 points and
seven rebounds for Michigan,
while Courtney Sims scored 15
points and Chris Hunter had 10.
The Wolverines (12-12, 3-7) have
lost seven straight, their longest
losing streak since the 1999-2000
season.

“We gave it all we had,” Harris
said. “Unfortunately, down the

stretch we had some costly turn-
overs, and we didn’t make a lot of
free throws.”

The Wolverines were 7-for-14
at the line and had eight turn-
overs in the second half.

Daniel Horton, Michigan’s
standout point guard, missed his
fifth straight game since being in-
definitely suspended following a
charge of domestic violence. Hor-
ton was scheduled for a pretrial
hearing Wednesday morning.

Michigan coach Tommy Amak-
er was not satisfied with keeping
it close against Illinois.

“It’s still a loss,” he said.
“We’re still disappointed.”

Brown took over when Michi-
gan was clinging to a 39-35 lead
midway through the second half.

His three steals in just more
than a minute led to three bas-
kets, including the three-point
play that gave Illinois the lead for
good with 7:54 left.

“That was the differ-

ence-maker in the game, no
doubt about it,” Illinois coach
Bruce Weber said.

Illinois, held to its lowest point
total this season, proved again it
can win without playing its best.

Two weeks ago, the Illini over-
came an eight-point deficit in the
second half to beat Wisconsin one
game after Iowa pushed them to
overtime. They scored just 60 in a
victory over Indiana on Sunday.

“We’ve won a couple this year
ugly,” Brown said. “You just can’t
beat everyone by 20 or 15.”

Michigan surprised the Illini
by using much of the shot clock
on most possessions.

“Tommy really pulled out all
the stops,” Weber said. “They
changed their system.”

Weber was proud of the way
his players did what he wanted
them to do in response to Michi-
gan’s slowdown tactics.

“They adapt within games.
They’re coachable within
games,” Weber said.

Streak: Falls’ threes help fell Eagles

AP

Kentucky’s Kelenna Azubuike tries to duck under the defense of Flori-
da’s Corey Brewer during the first half. Azubuike scored 18 points.

STREAK, FROM BACK PAGE

But Thomas ensured the Irish (14-6, 6-4) didn’t
have another meltdown, making four free throws in
the final 1:11 to give Notre Dame a 66-59 lead.

“I just tried to smile and have fun out there,” he
said.

After Dudley scored inside with 30 seconds left,
the Eagles forced a turnover and had a chance to cut
the lead to two points.

But Dudley drove the lane and as he passed to
Smith, he ran into Falls and was called for the offen-
sive foul.

Every time Notre Dame needed a big basket,
Falls hit a three-pointer. He hit two threes six min-
utes into the second half to give the Irish an 11-point
lead, and when BC cut the lead to 54-41 with 8:25
left he hit another. He did it again when the Eagles
cut the lead to three with 6:43 left.

“We had that refuse-to-lose mentality tonight,”
Falls said.

Falls was 7-for-12 on three-pointers, a career-best
effort from outside the arc.

Irish coach Mike Brey said he was surprised how
open Falls was at times.

“I was a little shocked they left him,” he said. “But
if they want to let him play horse, that’s fine.”

Chris Quinn and Dennis Latimore each added 10
points for the Irish.

Dudley scored 13 of his 16 points in the second
half for BC and had 11 rebounds.

It was Notre Dame’s first win over a Top 10 team
since Feb. 9, 2004, an 80-74 victory over No. 5
UConn. But it was their second win over a ranked
team in three games as they beat No. 19 Connecticut
78-74 on Jan. 30, and for the second straight home
game students flooded the floor to celebrate.

The Eagles were the latest team to arrive at the
Joyce Center undefeated and leave with a loss. The
most famous Irish win over an unbeaten team oc-
curred in 1974, when UCLA came in 13-0 and on an
88-game winning streak. The Bruins lost when the
Irish outscored the Bill Walton-led Bruins 12-0 over
the final 3:32 to win 71-70.

The Irish also beat a top-ranked UCLA team that
was 14-0 in 1971; beat No. 1 San Francisco (29-0) in
1977; and beat top-ranked DePaul (25-0) in double
overtime in 1980.

Skinner said the loss, coming at the start of eight
days off, wasn’t all bad.

“It definitely comes at a good time,” he said. “It
gives us a chance to get refocused, sit down and
start again.”

Brown rescues No. 1 Illinois,
preserving perfect record

AP

Illinois guard Luther Head puts the pressure on Michigan guard Dion

Harris in the second half. Head scored 14 points to help Illinois win.Kentucky maintains
edge over Florida
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SAN FRANCISCO — Baseball
Commissioner Bud Selig will be
in San Francisco on Wednesday
to announce that the Giants will
host the 2007 All-Star Game.

It was widely reported during
the World Series in October that
the Giants would get the game,
but Selig now will make it official.

This will be the city’s first time
staging baseball’s midsummer
classic since 1984, and a great
chance to showcase SBC Park,
the Giants’ beautiful waterfront
stadium that opened in 2000. The
club has topped 3 million in atten-
dance all five seasons since the
ballpark opened — thanks in
large part to the popularity of
slugger Barry Bonds.

The Giants had no official an-
nouncement Tuesday, but have
acknowledged in the past they
had long been considered a favor-
ite to host the game.

The last time the city had the
All-Star Game was July 10, 1984,
at Candlestick Park, where the
National League won 3-1.

This will be the first time in
more than 40 years that the
All-Star Game won’t alternate be-
tween the American and National
Leagues. Detroit hosts next sum-
mer’s game, then Pittsburgh has
the 2006 event — meaning the NL
will host two straight games.

Martinez reports early
to spring training

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. —
Pedro Martinez started his first
season with the New York Mets
earlier than expected.

Martinez surprised the team
Tuesday by showing up early for
spring training, 10 days before
the first scheduled workout for
pitchers, catchers and players
coming off injuries. He had said
he would arrive on the voluntary
reporting date (Feb. 17), but later
decided to make the short trip
from his home in Miami.

“I’m just here to work out,”
Martinez said. “I need to continue
working just like I was doing in
the Dominican. And there’s no
better place to do it since I live so
close.”

The 33-year-old Martinez lifted
weights and played long toss, and
plans to throw off a mound on
Wednesday.

The former Red Sox ace signed
a $53 million, four-year contract
with New York in December and
wanted to set an example for his
new teammates. This offseason,
Mets General Manager Omar Mi-
naya also added free-agent center
fielder Carlos Beltran and first
baseman Doug Mientkiewicz,
Martinez’s former teammate in
Boston.

Schilling could be ready
for Opening Day

BOSTON — Curt Schilling
might be ready for Opening Day
after all.

The Boston Red Sox ace who
underwent ankle surgery after
the team won the World Series is
throwing again, and manager
Terry Francona wouldn’t be
shocked if Schilling starts against
the Yankees and their new pitch-
ing star in the season opener
April 3 in New York.

“It gives him a target date to
shoot for,” Francona said Tues-
day. “It’s the Yankees. It’s Randy
Johnson. That revs him up even
more.”

Schilling told The Associated
Press on Tuesday that pitching
the opener was still his goal.

“I’m feeling very good about
things now,” he said.

On Dec. 14, he told WEEI-AM
radio that his rehabilitation was
taking longer than he had expect-
ed and said, “As of right now, the

timetable looks something later
than Opening Day.”

General Manager Theo Epstein
received an encouraging update
Tuesday from one of the team’s
trainers.

“The club is very happy with
the progress he’s made,” Epstein
said. “It’s premature [to say] he’ll

be ready by Opening Day, but we
like the progress he made from
the surgery and his throwing pro-
gram’s going well.”

Pitchers and catchers are
scheduled to report to Boston’s
spring training camp in Fort
Myers, Fla., on Feb. 17. Schilling,
who has spent most of the offsea-
son at his home in Arizona, said
he began throwing “a while ago,”
but emphasized that it’s too early
for him to make a solid prediction
about when he can pitch in the
regular season.

Silva, Twins agree to contract

MINNEAPOLIS — Right-hand-
er Carlos Silva and the Minnesota
Twins avoided arbitration by
agreeing Tuesday to a two-year
contract that guarantees him
$5.05 million.

Silva went 14-8 with a 4.21
ERA in 203 innings last year for
the three-time AL Central cham-
pions. He threw one shutout and
allowed 255 hits with 35 walks
and 76 strikeouts.

San Francisco to host All-Star Game in 2007
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Nash scores
season-high
33 points,
but Suns’ victory
isn’t sealed until
Stoudemire blocks
Kings’ final shot
Page 48

BY TOM COYNE

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Boston College
found out what top-ranked teams UCLA,
DePaul and San Francisco learned in years
past — Notre Dame isn’t where undefeated
teams want to play.

Colin Falls matched his career high with
23 points, and Chris Thomas added 19
points and nine assists as the Irish ended
the fourth-ranked Eagles’ 20-game win-
ning streak and handed them their first
loss of the season, 68-65 Tuesday night.

Boston College junior Craig Smith said
the loss had nothing to do with the pres-
sure of trying to stay undefeated. The key
was the Irish caught the Eagles a little off
guard with their zone defense, then shot 51
percent themselves.

“They got us out of our offense because
of their defense and due to the fact they
also were hitting shots,” he said. “When
you’re home, it’s like that.”

Smith, BC’s leading scorer at 18.7 points
a game, missed his final eight shots and fin-
ished 4-for-14 for nine points

“We just made mistakes that allowed
Notre Dame opportunities that we normal-
ly don’t make. We have to learn from that,”
BC coach Al Skinner said. “The thing I’m
most concerned about was our lapses on de-
fense. We knew what we wanted to do, but
at times we were just zoning out.”

Skinner said the loss was disappointing,
but it won’t prevent the Eagles from accom-
plishing their goals.

“Being unbeaten, that’s nice and all, but
that’s not our goal,” he said. “Our goal is to
be as successful as we can in the league.
The fact of the matter is, we’re in first
place.”

The Eagles (20-1, 9-1 Big East), playing
their first game this season on national TV,

and top-ranked Illinois (24-0) were the
only unbeaten teams left in Division I. The
Illini are alone now, surviving a scare be-
fore beating Michigan 57-51 Tuesday
night.

Louis Hinnant, who had 13 points, said
the Eagles knew it would be tough to go un-

defeated in the Big East, even if they were
the first team in conference history to start
the season 20-0.

“We feel we don’t have anything to hang
our heads over,” he said. “We just have to
try to keep getting victories.”

The Irish squandered an 11-point lead in

the final six minutes at No. 8 Syracuse on
Saturday before losing 60-57. They held a
62-54 lead over Boston College, but the Ea-
gles closed to 62-59 as Jared Dudley made
two free throws and then converted a
three-point play.

SEE STREAK ON PAGE 49

Notre Dame ends BC streak

Naples’ Monaco exhibiting championship desire Page 46

Teammate says
McNabb was so ill
in fourth quarter
of Super Bowl
that he couldn’t
call a play
in the huddle
Page 47

Browns make it official,

put Crennel in charge

of rebuilding, Page 47

Turin has picked
up the pace,
now on track

for Winter Games
in one year

Page 45

SPORTSSPORTS

Eagles suffer
same fate as
UCLA, others
in South Bend

AP

Boston College guard Sean Marshall (23) and Nate Doornekamp (13) watch from the bench as time runs out on their 20-game winning

streak in South Bend, Ind. Notre Dame, which has a history of ending winning streaks at home, upset the No. 4 Eagles 68-65.
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